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Thesis:
The Transitional and the 
Transnational: Hollywood 





Interviews With Our�
Undergrads

Why did you decide to 
pursue a major or a minor 
in American Studies?






What do you like best 
about the department?







How do you plan to use this 
major or minor in the future?








What would you like 
to accomplish at SLU?







If you could share any 
information with the 
alumni, what would you 
like them to know?

Q Dominic 
Biffignani

Taylor 
Schleisman

I don’t want to give the credit to any one 
professor, but I was strongly edged and pushed 
into American Studies by Dr. Ben Looker, who I 
had for Urban Crisis. It was a wonderful, 
overarching, and emotionally stimulating class. 
Dr. Looker decided to meet with me on a 



International Research with 
American Studies

Amelia Flood
Ph.D. American Studies, 
Currently Enrolled

Under the intellectual influence of our newest faculty member, Dr. Kate 
Moran, and with financial support from our Alumni Research funds and 
the College of Arts and Sciences, American Studies students have begun 
to travel far beyond the U.S. borders for their research.  Here we 
highlight two students whose transnational research interests have sent 
them across disciplinary and national borders.

While source materials are 
important to any researcher, 
it’s the human connections one 
can form through travel beyond 
the archive that truly get at 
the heart of research.
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