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b. Schiappa, Edward, “Neo-Sophistic Rhetorical Criticism or the Historical 
Reconstruction of Sophistic Doctrines?” Philosophy and Rhetoric, vol. 23, no. 3, 1990, 
pp. 192-217. 

c. Poulakos, John, “Interpreting Sophistical Rhetoric: A Response to Schiappa.” 
Philosophy and Rhetoric, vol. 23, no. 3, 1990, pp. 218-228. 

d. Schiappa, Edward, “History and Neo-Sophistical Criticism: A Reply to Poulakos.” 
Philosophy and Rhetoric, vol. 23, no. 4, 1990, pp. 307-315 

e. Vitanza, Victor, “The Sophists?” Negation, Subjectivity, and the History of Rhetoric. 
Albany: SUNY Press, 1996. 

f. Crowley, Sharon, “A Plea for the Revival of Sophistry.” Rhetoric Review, vol. 7, 1989, 
pp. 318-34. 

g. Gagarin, Michael, “Did the Sophists Aim to Persuade?” Rhetorica, vol. 19, no. 3, 
2001, pp. 275-91. 

16. Cicero, On Invention and On the Orator (translated by Hubbell, 1976) 
17. Quintilian, Institutes of Oratory, I. X-XII (translated by Russell, 2001); Lanham, “The ‘Q’ 

Question” (1993) 
18. Augustine, On Christian Doctrine (translated by Robertson, 1958) 
19. Burke Kenneth, Attitudes Toward History (1984) 
20. Burke, Kenneth, Rhetoric of Motives (1969) 
21. Perelman, Chaïm and Lucie Olbrechts-Tyteca, The New Rhetoric (1991) 
22. Toulmin, Stephen, Cosmopolis (1992) 
23. Jarratt, Susan C., Rereading the Sophists: Classical Rhetoric Refigured (1998) 
24. Ong, Walter, Orality and Literacy (1982) 
25. Ong, Walter, Presence of the Word,(1967) 
26. Havelock, Eric, Preface to Plato (1963) 
27. The Rhetorical Situation 

a. Bitzer, Lloyd, “The Rhetorical Situation.” Philosophy and Rhetoric vol. 1, no. 1, 1968, 
pp. 1-14. 

b. Burke, Kenneth. “The Rhetorical Situation.” Communication: Ethical and Moral Issues, 
edited by Lee Thayer, Gordon and Breach Science Publishers, 1973, pp. 263–75.  

c. Consigny, Scott. “Rhetoric and Its Situations.” Philosophy and Rhetoric, vol. 7, no. 3, 
1974, pp. 175–186.  

d. Vatz, Richard E. “The Myth of the Rhetorical Situation.” Philosophy and Rhetoric, vol. 
6, no. 3, 1973, pp. 154–61.  

e. Biesecker, Barbara A. “Rethinking the Rhetorical Situation from Within the 
Thematic of Differance.” Philosophy and Rhetoric, vol. 22, no. 2, 1989, pp. 110–30. 

f. Edbauer, Jennifer. “Unframing Models of Public Distribution: From Rhetorical 
Situation to Rhetorical Ecologies.” Rhetoric Society Quarterly, vol. 35, no. 4, 2005, pp. 5-
24. 

g. Rickert, Thomas. “In the House of Doing: Rhetoric and the Kairos of Ambience.” 
JAC, vol. 24, no. 4, 2004, pp. 901-927. 

28. The Agency of the Rhetor  
a. Miller, Carolyn. “What Can Automation Tell Us About Agency.” Rhetoric Society 

Quarterly, vol. 37, no. 2, 2007, pp. 137-157.  
b. Lundberg, Christian and Joshua Gunn. “ ‘Ouija Board, Are There Any 

Communica



c. Herndl, Carl and Adela Licona. “Shifting Agency: Agency, Kairos and the 
Possibilities of Social Action.” Communicative Practices in Workplaces and the Professions, 
edited by Mark Zachry and Charlotte Thralls, Baywood, 2007, pp. 133-153. 

d. Geisler, Cheryl. “How Ought We to Understand the Concept of Rhetorical Agency? 
Report from the ARS.” Rhetoric Society Quarterly, vol. 34, no. 3, 2004, pp. 9-17. 

e. Geisler, Cheryl. “Teaching the Post-Modern Rhetor: Continuing the Conversation 
on Rhetorical Agency.” Rhetoric Society Quarterly, vol. 35, no. 4, 2005, pp. 107-113. 

f. Cooper, Marilyn. “Rhetorical Agency as Emergent and Enacted.” College Composition 
and Communication, vol. 62, no. 3, 2001, pp. 420-449. 

g. Cooper, Marilyn. “Being Linked in the Matrix: Biology, Technology, and Writing.” 
Rhetorics and Technologies: New Directions in Writing and Communication, edited by Stuart A. 
Selber, University of South Carolina Press, 2013, pp. 15-32. 

29. Berlin, James A., Writing Instruction in Nineteenth-Century American Colleges (1984)  
30. Brereton, John C., The Origins of Composition Studies in the American College, 1875-1925: A 

Documentary History (1995) 
31. Crowley, Sharon, Composition in the University (1998) 
32. Berthoff, Ann E., Forming, Thinking, Writing (1978) 
33. Hawk, Byron, Counter-History of Composition (2007) 
34. Phelps, Louise Wetherbee, Composition as a Human Science: Contributions to the Self-Understanding 

of a Discipline (1991) 
35. Miller, Thomas, The Formation of College English: Rhetoric and Belles Lettres in the British Cultural 

Provinces (1997) 
36. Dobrin, Sidney I., J.A. Rice, & Michael Vastola, Beyond Post-Process (2011) 
37. Lutkewitte, Claire, Multimodal Composition: A Critical Sourcebook (2013) 
38. Shipka, Jody, Toward a Composition Made Whole (2011) 
39. Pedagogies of New Media 

a. 





Late Medieval and Sixteenth Century Literature 
 

The rationale behind this list is that intending Ph.D. candidates should obtain a grasp of a range 
of writings in Middle English and the Tudor period, and of the powerful and provocative texts 
that show that range. It attends to the extraordinary variety of genres that make up medieval and 
Tudor literature, and asks you to think about the kind of dialogue that might be set up among 
them. It includes major authors, such as Chaucer, that you’ll be expected to know thoroughly as a 
scholar and future teacher, but also aims to indicate emerging and less well-known areas that have 
redefined the whole shape of the field in the last decades and produced new canons: race and 
ethnicity, medieval women’s writing, conflicts around political and religious hierarchy, theories of 
sex, gender, bodies, and identities, disability, national histories, book and manuscript histories, 
and the questioning of period boundaries between “medieval” and “early modern.” 

 
 

1. Marie de France, Lais (in translation) (late twelfth century) 
2. Chrétien de Troyes, Yvain and Lancelot (in translation) (late twelfth century) 
3. 





Early Modern British Literature 
 

In terms of literary culture, the early-modern period may be characterized as beginning with the 
wide-scale introduction of printing into England and Scotland (and later to Ireland) in the late 
fifteenth and early sixteenth centuries. When it ended is a matter of dispute, but for the purposes of 
this list we are adopting the development of new poetic and literary styles associated with post-
Restoration culture as an appropriate terminus ad quem. 



19. Thomas Kyd, The Spanish Tragedy (1592). 
20. John Donne, selections from the poetry and prose (suggested edition Carey, 1990). 
21. Thomas Nashe, The Unfortunate Traveller (1594). 
22. Selections from Richard Hakluyt, The Principal Navigations, Voyages, Traffiques and Discoveries of 

the English Nation (1598-1600) (suggested edition Beeching, 1972). 
23. King James VI and I, Basilicon Doron (1599) (suggested edition Sommerville, 1994). 
24. Sir John Davies, “Nosce Teipsum” (1599) (suggested edition Krueger, 1975). 
25. Mary (Sidney) Herbert, Countess of Pembroke, Psalms (trans., with Sir Philip Sidney, 1599) 

(suggested edition Hannay et al., 1998). 
26. Michel de Montaigne, selections from the Essays (trans. John Florio, 1603). 
27. William Shakespeare: of the 37 plays, select 5 comedies, 5 histories, 5 tragedies (as 

designatedin the 1623 First Folio); study the structure (including paratexts) of the 1623 Folio 
and be aware of special problems involving variant quarto editions. 

28. Sir Francis Bacon, The Advancement of Learning (1605). 
29. Thomas Middleton, 



Nineteenth Century American Literature 
 

The following list of literary works, ranging from the beginning of the nineteenth century and into 
the first decade of the twentieth, is designed with two general goals in mind. First, this wide-ranging 
list contains texts that are generally considered to be among the most important works written 
during the period. Though we are wary of the term canonical, it is also the case that professionals 
seeking expertise in the field should be familiar with the vast majority of these titles. Second, the list 
has been constructed with the intention of illustrating in broad strokes some of the fundamental 
themes and concepts of the peculiarly American ideologies that arose during the time period 
covered. While it is true that ideology can mean many things to many people, it is also clear that 
large amounts of effort in the field of American studies have historically been devoted to the 
meaning and effects of race, slavery, and conquest; the study of the rise of American empire; and the 
lingering influence of such concepts as myth and symbol, American exceptionalism, and the 
American dream. The titles presented here are illustrative of these rhetorical and ideological 
constructs. 
 
1. Foster, Hannah. The Coquette (1797) 
2. Brown, Charles Brockden. Wieland; Or, the Transformation (1798) 
3. Irving, Washington. The Si1797)



25. Alcott, Louisa May, Little Women (1868) 
26. James, Henry. The Ambassadors (1903). 
27. Harris, Joel Chandler. Nights With Uncle Remus Myths and Legends of the Old Plantation (Penguin), 
Uncle Remus (1880) 
28. Twain, Mark. Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884). 
29. Twain, Mark. A Connecticut Yankee in King Arthur's Court (1889) 
30. Howells, William Dean. The Rise of Silas Lapham (1885). 
31. Bellamy, Edward. Looking Backward: 2000 - 1887 (1888) 
32. Dickinson, Emily. Final Harvest (Back Bay Books), Poems (1890) 
33. Riis, Jacob. How the Other Half Lives (1890) 
34. Bierce, Ambrose. Tales of Soldiers and Civilians (1891) 
35. Harper, Frances. Iola Leroy (1892) 
36. Crane, Stephen. The Red Badge of Courage (1895) 
37. Dunbar, Paul Laurence. Selected Poems by Paul Laurence Dunbar (Dover). 
38. Jewett, Sarah Orne. The Country of the Pointed Firs (1896) 
39. Baum, Frank. The Wizard of Oz (1900) 
40. Chopin, Kate. The Awakening (1899) 
41. Norris, Frank. McTeague (1899) 
42. Dreiser, Theodore. Sister Carrie (1900) 
43. Wharton, Edith. The House of Mirth (1900) 
44. Zitkala-Sa. American Indian Stories (1921; writings originally published 1900-1902) 
45. Washington, Booker T. Up from Slavery (1901) 
46. Chesnutt, Charles. The Conjure Woman (1899) 
47. Du Bois, W. E. B. The Souls of Black Folk (1903) 
48. London, Jack. Call of the Wild (1903) 
49. Sinclair, Upton. The Jungle (1906) 



C18-19 African American Literature 
 
As this list represents a small sampling of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries in African 
American literature, it should probably also be noted that this list’s other feature is its representation 
of pre-1800 and pre-1900 black literature that is today still possible to find without difficulty. This 
also means that the era’s total fund of works from which the additional twenty items students must 
draw may itself have items listed only in rare-book collections.  Even some works that first appeared 
later in the nineteenth century are difficult to locate today without significant archival work; today, 
however, not only do literary critics but also historians continue to make new discoveries about the 
American slave past so that its literature becomes more accessible to all of us.  Those additional 
twenty works, then, may take the form of critical or historical commentary among accessible primary 
works that the student may yet find. The works below are what are both 4 (o)4 (t)6m(t)6 (u 9 (l)1 (t t)2411 o)4 (n2ot)6 ( -f)]TJ
0.004 .nproydsy 



29. Martin J. Delany, Blake; or, the Huts of America (1859) 
30. William and Ellen Craft, Running a Thousand Miles for Freedom (1860) 
31. Harriet Jacobs, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl (1861) 
32. Louisa Picquet, The Octoroon; or, Inside Views of Southern Domestic Life (1861) 
33. Charlotte Forten [Grimké], The Journals of Charlotte L. Forten (c. 1850s-60s)  [can be found in 1 

vol., Ray Allen Billington, ed., 1981] 
34. Julia C. Collins, The Curse of Caste; or, The Slave Bride (1865) 
35. Mattie Jackson, The Story of Mattie J. Jackson (1866) 
36. Elizabeth Keckley, Behind the Scenes; or, Thirty Years a Slave and Four Years in the White House 

(1868) 
37. John Quincy Adams, Narrative of the Life When in Slavery and Now as a Free Man (1872) 
38. Joshua McCarter Simpson, The Emancipation Car (poems, 1874) 
39. Josiah Henson, Uncle Tom’s Story of His Life (1877) 
40. Sojourner Truth [b. Isabella Van Wagener], Narrative of Sojourner Truth (1878) 
41. Amelia E. Johnson (Mrs. A. E. Johnson), Clarence and Corinne; or, God’s Way (1890) 
42. Lucy A. Delaney, From the Darkness Cometh the Light, or, Struggle for Freedom (1891) 
43. Anna Julia Cooper, A Voice from the South (1892) 
44. Frances E. W. Harper, Iola Leroy (1892) 
45. Olivia Ward Bush-Banks, Collected Works [Schomburg Lib., Oxford UP 1991] 
46. “Sanda” (William Stowers and Robert Anderson), Appointed: An American Novel (1894) 
47. Ida B. Wells-Barnett, A Red Record (1895) 
48. Paul Laurence Dunbar, Lyrics of Lowly Life (poems, 1895) 
49. Albery Allson Whitman, Twasinta’s Seminoles; or, The Rape of Florida (1895) 
50. Sutton Griggs, Imperium in Imperio (1899) 

  



The British Long Nineteenth Century 
 



33. Christina Rossetti, A Pageant and Other Poems (1881)  
34. Dante Gabriel Rossetti, The House of Life (1881) 
35. Schreiner, Story of an African Farm (1883)  
36. H. Rider Haggard, She (1887)  
37. Michael Field, Long Ago (1889)  
38. Wilde, Intentions (1891) 
39. Wilde, The Importance of Being Earnest (1895) 
40. Shaw, Mrs. Warren's Profession (1893)  
41. Egerton, Key Notes (1893)  
42. Gissing, The Odd Women (1893)  
43. Hardy, Jude the Obscure (1895)  
44. Stoker, Dracula (1897)  
45. Conrad, Lord Jim (serialized in Blackwood's Magazine 1899-1900; 1900)  
46. Kipling, Kim (1901)  
47. Synge, The Playboy of the Western World (1907)  
48. Forster, Howard's End (1910)  
49. Joyce, Dubliners (1914) 
50. Rupert Brooke, 1914 and Other Poems (posth 1915)  
  



C20-21 African American Literature 
 
With the capacious output of African American writers as well as that of all writers virtually 



39. John Edgar Wideman, Philadelphia Fire (1987) 
40. Suzan-Lori Parks, Topdog/Underdog (2001) 
41. Elizabeth Alexander, The Black Interior (2004) 
42. Michael Thomas, Man Gone Down (2007) 
43. Natasha Trethwey, Native Guard (2007) 
44. Jesmyn Ward, Salvage the Bones (2011) 
45. Percival Everett, Erasure (2011) 
46. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Americanah (2013) 
47. Paul Beatty, The Sellout (2015) 
48. Ta-Nehisi Coates, Between the World and Me (2015)  
49. Claudia Rankine, Citizen (2015)  
50. Colson Whitehead, The Underground Railroad (2016) 

  



20



33. Robert Duncan, The Opening of the Field (1960) 
34. Vladimir Nabokov, Pale Fire (1962) 
35. Frank O’Hara, Lunch Poems (1964) 
36. Sylvia Path, Ariel (1965) 
37. Alex Haley, The Autobiography of Malcolm X (1965) 
38. Thomas Pynchon, The Crying of Lot 49 (1966)   

39. John Barth: “The Literature of Exhaustion” (1967), Lost in the Funhouse (1968)   
40. N. Scott Momaday, House Made of Dawn (1968) 
41. Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse Five (1969) or Player Piano (1952) 
42. Film cluster: Sunset Boulevard (1950), Vertigo (1958), 2001: A Space Odyssey (1968), Midnight 

Cowboy (1969) 
 
1970-1990 

43. Ishmael Reed, Mumbo Jumbo (1972)   
44. LeRoi Jones/Amiri Baraka, The LeRoi Jones/Amiri Baraka Reader excerpts (1973) 
45. Adrienne Rich, 



68. Louise Gluck, The Wild Iris (1992) 
69. Yusef Komunyakaa, Neon Vernacular: New and Selected Poems (1993) 
70. Miguel Algarin and Bob Holman, eds., Aloud: Voices from the Nuyorican Poets Cafe (1994)  
71. David Foster Wallace, Infinite Jest (1996) 
72. Karen Tei Yamashita, Tropic of Orange (1997) 
73. Chris Kraus, I Love Dick (1997) 
74. C.D. Wright, Deepstep Come Shining (1998)  
75. Ruth Ozeki, My Year of Meats (1998)   





5. Christopher Okigbo, Labyrinths (1971)  
6. Ayi Kwei Armah, Two Thousand Seasons (1973) 
7. Wole Soyinka, Death and the King’s Horseman (1975)  
8. Mariama Bâ, So Long a Letter (Une si longue letter, 1979), suggested translation by Modupé Bodé-

Thomas (1981) 
9. Buchi Emecheta, The Joys of Motherhood (1979)  
10. Tsitsi Dangarembga, Nervous Conditions (1988)  
11. J. M. Coetzee, Disgrace (1999) 
12. Taiye Selasi, Ghana Must Go (2013)  
13. NoViolet Bulawayo, We Need New Names (2014)  
14. Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, Americanah (2014) 
15. Nnedi Okorafor, Binti (2015)  
16. Abdulrazak Gurnah, Gravel Heart (2018) 

 
II.THE CARIBBEAN & SOUTH AMERICA: 

1. C. L. R. James, Minty Alley (1936) 
2. Pablo Neruda, Canto General (1950), suggested translation by Jack Schmitt (1991) 
3. George Lamming, In the Castle of My Skin (1953) 
4. Jean Rhys, Wide Sargasso Sea (1966) 
5. Gabriel Garcia Marquez, One Hundred Years of Solitude (Cien años de soledad, 1967), suggested 

translation by Gregory Rabassa (1970)  
6. Aimé Césaire, A Tempest (Une tempête, 1969), suggested translation by Richard Miller (1985) 
7. Isabelle Allende, The House of the Spirits (La casa de los espíritus, 1982), suggested translation by 

Magda Bogin (1985) 
8. Grace Nichols, I Is a Long Memoried Woman (1983)  
9. Michelle Cliff, Abeng (1984)  
10. Jamaica Kincaid, Annie John (1985), and Lucy (1990)  
11. Dionne Brand. No Language is Neutral (1990) 
12. Derek Walcott, Omeros (1990)  
13. Patrick Chamoiseau, Texaco (1992), suggested translation by Rose-Myriam Réjouis and Val 

Vinokurov (1997)  
14. Edwidge Danticat, The Farming of Bones (1998)  
15. Nalo Hopkinson, Brown Girl in the Ring (1998) 
16. Naomi Jackson, The Star Side of Bird Hill (2016) 

 
III. SOUTH ASIA & THE SOUTH ASIAN DIASPORA: 

1. R.K. Narayan, The Man-Eater of Malgudi (1961) 
2. Salman Rushdie, The Satanic Verses (1988) 
3. Amitav Ghosh, The Shadow Lines (1988) 
4. Taslima Nasrin, Shame (Lajja, 1993), suggested translation by Anchita Ghatak (2014) 
5. Rohinton Mistry, A Fine Balance (1995)  
6. Chitra Bannerjee Divakaruni, The Mistress of Spices (1997) 
7. Michael Ondaatje, Anil’s Ghost (2000)  
8. Zadie Smith, White Teeth (2000) 
9. Monica Ali, Brick Lane (2003)  
10. Amitava Kumar, Bombay, London, New York (2002) 
11. Jhumpa Lahiri, Namesake (2004)  
12. Arjun Appadurai, Fear of Small Numbers: An Essay on the Geography of Anger (2006) 





Ecocriticism and Environmental Literature 
 
Students are required to read all the texts under “Required Texts” and should fill out the remaining 
33 works from the lists that follow in consultation with their committee members. 
 
Required Texts  

1. Romantic poetry: William Wordsworth, “Tintern Abbey”; Percy Bysshe Shelley, “Mont 
Blanc”; John Keats, “Ode on a Nightingale”; John Clare, “Early Nightingale,” “The 
Skylark,” “Badger,” “Autumn Birds” 

2. Ralph Waldo Emerson, “Nature” (1836) 
3. Henry David Thoreau, Walden (1854) 
4. Walt Whitman, Leaves of Grass (1855) 
5. Darwin, from On the Origin of Species (1859) 
6. Paul Laurence Dunbar, “The Haunted Oak” (1903) 
7. Aldo Leopold, A Sand County Almanac (1949) 
8. Rachel Carson, Silent Spring (1962) 



Poetry  
31. Gerard Manley Hopkins, “The Windhover,” “Pied Beauty,” “Binsley Poplars,” “As 

kingfishers catch fire, dragonflies draw flame” (1876–1889) 
32. H.D., “Oread” (1914); Sea Garden (1916) 
33. D.H. Lawrence, “The Wild Common” (1916); “Medlars and Sorb Apples,” “Humming-

Bird” (1929) 
34. William Carlos Williams, “Pastoral (when I was younger…)” (1917); “Blueflags” (1921); “By 

the Road to the Contagious Hospital,” “To Elsie” (1923) 
35. Marianne Moore, “The Fish,” “An Octopus” (1924); “He ‘Digesteth Harde Yron’” (1941) 
36. Muriel Rukeyser, The Book of the Dead (1938) 
37. Australian Poetry Cluster: Judith Wright, “Bora Ring” (1946), “Drought Year” (1953), 

“Black Cockatoos” (1962); Oodgeroo Noonuccal, “We Are Going” (1964), “No More 
Boomerang” (1966); Robert Adamson, “Green Prawn Map” (1989), “The Greenshank” 
(2006), “Listening to Cuckoos” (2016); Les Murray, “Presence: Translations from the 
Natural World” (1992) 

38. Robert Duncan, “Often I Am Permitted to Return to a Meadow” (1960) 
39. Seamus Heaney, “Death of a Naturalist” (1966) 
40. Ian Hamilton Finlay, “Little Sparta” (1966–2006): https://www.littlesparta.org.uk 
41. Lorine Niedecker, “My Life by Water,” Lake Superior (1968) 
42. James Schuyler, “Scarlet Tanager” (1972); “The Bluet,” “The Walk” (1974) 
43. Derek Walcott, “The Sea Is History” (1979) 
44. A. R. Ammons, Garbage (1993) 
45. Ed Roberson, Atmosphere Conditions 



69. Jesmyn Ward, Salvage the Bones (2011) 
70. 
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