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ĥ㌾⁔樊㌮㌴㜰ㄵ㐠〠呤ਨȎ⤠呪ਲ਼⸱㤴㔶㐸‰⁔搊⠁䬩⁔樊㔮㌷〴㘸ㄠ〠呤਼〰䕁㸠呪਷⸸〲㜶㐹‰⁔搊⠁䨩⁔樊㠮㈳㈴〶㘠〠呤ਨŠ⤠呪਷⸹㌴㐳㌠〠呤ਨĉ⤠呪ਲ਼⸶㌸〶ㄵ‰⁔搊⠁䬩⁔樊㔮㌷〴㘸㌴呪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵㘀㄰㐷〴㘸㌴呪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵㘀㄰㐷〴㘸㌴呪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵㘀㄰㐷〴㘸㌴呪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵㘀㄰㐷〴㘸㌴呪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵㘀㄰㐷1㌲‰⁔搊⠁䬩⁔樊㔮㌷〴㘸ㄠ〠呤਼〰䌳㸠呪਷⸸㈳㔶㈶‰⁔搊⠁␩⁔樊ㄱ⸹㠸㈶㘠〠呤਼〱䔳㸠呪ਲ਼⸳㐷〱㔴‰⁔搊⠂ษ⁔樊㌮ㄹ㐵㘴㠠〠呤਼〰䑆㸠呪਷⸴㜷〸ㄳ‰⁔搊⠁怩⁔樊㜮㤳㐴㌳‰⁔搊⠁䬩⁔樊㔮㌲㌲㐰㘶‰⁔搊㰰ぃ㌾⁔樊㜮㠲㌵㘲㘠〠呤ਨŋ⤠呪ਵ⸳㜰㐶㠱‰⁔搊⠁娩⁔樊㔮㔷㠳㔳㤠〠呤ਨĤ⤠呪਱ㄮ㤸㠲㘶‰⁔搊㰰ぅ䄾⁔樊㜮㠰㈷㘴㤠〠呤ਨĥ⤠呪਷⸹㤶㜹㔷‰⁔搊⠁娩⁔樊㔮㔷㠳㔳㤠〠呤ਨȎ⤠呪ਲ਼⸱㤴㔶㐸‰⁔搊⠁Ⱙ⁔樊㜮㜸㠹〹㤠〠呤਼〰䙆㸠呪ਵ⸶㈶㠶ㄶ‰⁔搊⠂ษ⁔樊㌰㌮㌴ĘȎ

Ȏ ĘȎ

�êÃßąĉĬǣ Ȏ ĘȎ䙤ਨŋ⤠呪ਵ⸳㜰㐶㠳㑔樊㠮㈳㈷㤴㕑ੑੱ਱㌵⸱㐳〹㜠㠹〮ㄷ㈸㔠㤰㘮㈵′㌷⸵⁲攊圪੮ੱਲ਼⸱䘶㝪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵儊儊焊ㄳ㔮ㄴ㌰㤷‸㤰⸱㜲㠵‹〶⸲㔠㈳㜮㔠ㄸ㤰⸱㜲㠵‹〶⸲㔠㈳㜮㔠ㄸ㤰⸱㐠〠㈨ň⤠呪ਸ⸲㌲㐰㘶‰⁔搊㰰ぃ㌾⁔樊㜮㠲㌵㘲㘠〠呤ਨŋ⤠呪ਵ⸳㜰㐶㠱‰⁔搊⠁娩⁔樊㔮㔷㠊⠁)⁔樊㠮㘰㘶ㄳ㈠〠呤ਨĞ⤠呪਴⸱㈳ㄳ㠴‰⁔㐸‰㠲‰⁔搊⠁ऩ⁔樊㌮㘨ŋ⤠㌾⁔樊㜮㠲㌵㘲㘠〠呤ਨĥ⤠呪਷⸹㤶㜹㔷‰⁔搊⠁娩⁔樊㔮㔷㠳㔳㤠〠呤ਨȎ⤠呪ਲ਼⸱㤴㔶㐸‰‸〶ㄵ⁔搊⠁Ⱙ⁔樊㜮㜸㠹〹㤠〠呤਼〰䙆㸠呪ਵ⸶㈶㠶ㄶ‰㤴㔳㈷㤴㕑ੑੱ਱㌵⸱㐳〹㜠㠹〮ㄷ㈸㔠㤰㘮㈵′㌷⸵‱㠹〮㐹㠹〱‰⁔搊㈰⸵〰䕁㸠呪਷⸸〲㜶㐹‰⁔搊㰰ぃ㌾⁔樊㜮㠠㈳㔶㈶‰⁔搊⠁┩⁔樊㜮㤹㔲㔠㈳㜮㔠ㄸ㤰⸱㐠〠㈨ň⤠呪ਸ⸲㌲㐰㘶‰⁔搊㰰ぃ㤰⸱㐠〠㈨ň⤠呪ਸ⸲㌲㐰㘶‰⁔搊㰰ぃ㤰⸱㐠〠㈨ň⤠呪ਸ⸰ㄳ㔮ㄴ㌰㤷‸㤰⸱㜲㠵‹〶⸲㔠㈳㜮㔠ㄸ㤰⸴㤸㤰ㄠ〠呤ਲ〮㔰ぅ䄾⁔樊㜮㠰㈷㘴㤠〠呤਼〰䌳㸠呪਷⸸′㌵㘲㘠〠呤ਨĥ⤠呪਷⸹㤵㈵′㌷⸵‱㠹〮ㄴ‰′⠁䠩‵搊⠁娩搊㰰ぃ㤰⸱㐠〠㈨ň⤠呪ਸ⸲㌲㐰㘶‰⁔搊㰰ぃ㤰⸱㐠〠㈨ň⤠呪ਸ⸰ㄳ㔮ㄴ㌰㤷‸㤰⸱㜲㠵‹〶⸲㔠㈳㜮㔠ㄹ㐵㘴㠠〠呤㤠〠呤਼〰䙆㸠呪ਵ⸶㈶㠶ㄶ‰⁔搊⠂㘸㘱㘠〠呤ਨȎ⤠呪ਲ਼⸱㤴㔶㐸‰⁔搊⠀㴩⁔樊㄰⸱㔸㠴㐠〠呤ਨŋ⤠呪ਵ⸳㜰㐶㠱‰⁔搊㰰ぃ㌾⁔樊㜮㠲㌵㘲㘠〠呤਼〰䔵㸠呪ਸ⸲㐶㈶ㄶ‰⁔搊⠁怩⁔樊㜮㤳㐴㌳‰⁔搊㰰ぃ㌾⁔樊㜮㠲㌵㘲㘠〠呤ਨŚ⤠呪ਵ⸵㜸㌵㌹‰⁔搊㰰ぅ䄾⁔樊䕍䌊䕔ੂ吊⽐‼㰾㸠䉄䌊⽆㐠ㄳ⸸㘹㤹㤹⁔昊ㄠ〠〠ⴱ㘸㌴呪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵㘀㄰㐷〴㘸㌴呪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵㘀㄰㐷〴㘸㌴呪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵㘀㄰㐷〴㘸㌴呪ਸ⸲㌲㜹㐵㘀㄰㐷1㌲‰⁔搊⠁䬩⁔樊㔮㌷〴㘸ㄠ〠呤਼〰䌳㸠呪਷⸸㈳㔶㈶‰⁔搊⠁␩⁔樊ㄱ⸹㠸㈶㘠〠呤਼〱䔳㸠呪ਲ਼⸳㐷〱㔴‰⁔搊⠂ษ⁔樊㌮ㄹ㐵㘴㠠〠呤਼〰䑆㸠呪਷⸴㜷〸ㄳ‰⁔搊⠁怩⁔樊㜮㤳㐴㌳‰⁔搊⠁䬩⁔樊㔮㌲㌲㐰㘶‰⁔搊㰰ぃ㌾⁔樊㜮㠲㌵㘲㘠〠呤ਨŋ⤠呪ਵ⸳㜰㐶㠱‰⁔搊⠁娩⁔樊㔮㔷㠳㔳㤠〠呤ਨĤ⤠呪਱ㄮ㤸㠲㘶‰⁔搊㰰ぅ䄾⁔樊㜮㠰㈷㘴㤠〠呤ਨĥ⤠呪਷⸹㤶㜹㔷‰⁔搊⠁娩⁔樊㔮㔷㠳㔳㤠〠呤ਨȎ⤠呪ਲ਼⸱㤴㔶㐸‰⁔搊⠁Ⱙ⁔樊㜮㜸㠹〹㤠〠呤਼〰䙆㸠吳㑔樊㠮㈳㈷㤴㔶1〴㜰㐶㠳㑔樊㠮㈳㈷㤴㔶1〴㜰㐶㠶⸲㔠㈳㜮㔠ㄸ㤰⸱㜲㠵‹〶⸲㔠㈳㜮㔠ㄸ㤰⸱㐠㸾⁂䑃ੂ吊⽐‼㰾㸠䉄䌊⽆㐠ㄸ㌵㌹‰⁔搊⠁␩⁔樊ㄱ⸹呤ਨŋ⤠呪ਵ⸳㜰㐶㠱‰⁔搊⠁娩⁔樊㔮㔷㠊⠁)⁔樊㠮㘰㘶ㄳ㈠〠呤ਨĞ⤠呪਴⸱㈳ㄳ㠴‰⁔㐸‰㠲‰⸱㈵‰‰″⸱㈵‱〶㠮㤰ㄲ㔠㤱㔮ㄷ㈸㔠捭ਰ‰‰†呪਷⸸㈳㔶㈶‰⁔搊⠁利⁔橭਼䌰⸱㜲㠵 Œ⤠呪洊㱃〮ㄷ㈸㔠⠁利⁔橭਼䌰⸱㜲㠵 Œ⤠呪洊㱃〮ㄷ㈸㔠⠁利⁔橭਼䌰⸱㜲㠵 Œ⤠呪洊㱃〮ㄷ㈸㔠⠁利⁔橭਼䌰⸱㜲㠵 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Coursework Outside the Department
Students may take up to six hours of non-SLU and/or non-English coursework
as part of an English degree program. This can take the form of:

Courses taken at area universities, including Washington University in St.
Louis and the University of Missouri at Saint Louis. Before a student may
take extramural coursework they must fill out and submit an Inter-
University Registration Form

Courses taken at SLU in a discipline other than English. Students
interested in taking a course outside of the English department should
consult first with their advisor and then email the Director of Graduate
Studies for approval.

Students may also take additional courses strictly for enrichment purposes,
either at SLU or another area university, that will not fulfill a degree
requirement. Bere

/registrar/pdfs/inter_university_registration.pdf
/registrar/pdfs/inter_university_registration.pdf


Graduate Student Mentoring
<ÃßŠĞŚŽȎĤêĤÞêŋŒȎĤêĥŚĬŋĉĥĀȎŒŚŠåêĥŚŒȎąÃŶêȎňŋĉĤÃŋŽȎŋêŒňĬĥŒĉÞĉĞĉŚŽȎÿĬŋ
ňŋĬŶĉåĉĥĀȎĀŠĉåÃĥßêǣȎÃŒȎĥêêåêåǣȎåŠŋĉĥĀȎßĬŠŋŒêŷĬŋěǢȎ<ÃßŠĞŚŽȎĤêĥŚĬŋŒȎŒąĬŠĞå
ßĞĬŒêĞŽȎĤĬĥĉŚĬŋȎßÃĥåĉåÃŚêŒȄȎÃßÃåêĤĉßȎňŋĬĀŋêŒŒȎŚĬŷÃŋåȎåêĀŋêêȎßĬĤňĞêŚĉĬĥǢ
<ÃßŠĞŚŽȎĤêĥŚĬŋŒȎÃĞŒĬȎŒêŋŶêȎÃŒȎňŋĉĤÃŋŽȎŚêÃßąĉĥĀȎŋêŒĬŠŋßêŒȎÿĬŋȎĀŋÃåŠÃŚê
ŒŚŠåêĥŚŒȎÃĥåȎŒąĬŠĞåȎŶĉŒĉŚȎŒŚŠåêĥŚŒȄȎßĞÃŒŒŋĬĬĤŒȎÃĥåȎňŋĬŶĉåêȎÿêêåÞÃßěȎÃŚȎĞêÃŒŚ
ĬĥßêȎňêŋȎÃßÃåêĤĉßȎŽêÃŋǢȎ=ŋÃåŠÃŚêȎŒŚŠåêĥŚŒȎŷąĬȎŷĬŠĞåȎĞĉěêȎŚĬȎßąÃĥĀêȎŚąêĉŋ
ĤêĥŚĬŋŒȎŒąĬŠĞåȎßĬĥŚÃßŚȎŚąêȎ#ĉŋêßŚĬŋȎĬÿȎ=ŋÃåŠÃŚêȎ�ŚŠåĉêŒǢ

Essay, Thesis, and Doctoral Dissertation Direction
^ÃŒŚêŋȄŒȎêŒŒÃŽǣȎŚąêŒĉŒǣȎÃĥåȎåĉŒŒêŋŚÃŚĉĬĥȎåĉŋêßŚĬŋŒȎąÃŶêȎňŋĉĤÃŋŽȎŋêŒňĬĥŒĉÞĉĞĉŚŽ
ÿĬŋȎĀŠĉåĉĥĀȎŚąêȎŒŚŠåêĥŚȄŒȎßŠĞĤĉĥÃŚĉĥĀȎňŋĬĘêßŚǥȎŚąêŒĉŒȎÃĥåȎåĉŒŒêŋŚÃŚĉĬĥ
åĉŋêßŚĬŋŒȎÃŋêȎÃĞŒĬȎĬÞĞĉĀêåȎŚĬȎěêêňȎĬŚąêŋȎĤêĤÞêŋŒȎĬÿȎŚąêȎŒŚŠåêĥŚȄŒ
ŚąêŒĉŒǯåĉŒŒêŋŚÃŚĉĬĥȎßĬĤĤĉŚŚêêŒȎĉĥÿĬŋĤêåȎĬÿȎÃĞĞȎĤÃĘĬŋȎÃŒňêßŚŒȎĬÿȎŚąêȎňŋĬĘêßŚǣ
ĉĥßĞŠåĉĥĀȎŒąÃŋĉĥĀȎåŋÃÿŚŒȎĬÿȎŚąêȎňŋĬĘêßŚȎÃŚȎÃňňŋĬňŋĉÃŚêȎŚĉĤêŒȎÃĥåȎŒêßŠŋĉĥĀ
ÃňňŋĬŶÃĞȎĬÿȎŋêÃåĉĥĀȎĞĉŒŚŒȎňŋĉĬŋȎŚĬȎêżÃĤŒǢȎ#ŠŋĉĥĀȎŚąĬŒêȎŚĉĤêŒȎŷąêĥȎÃȎňŋĬĘêßŚ
åĉŋêßŚĬŋȎĤÃŽȎÞêȎŠĥÃÞĞêȎŚĬȎŋêŒňĬĥåȎŚĬȎÃȎŒŚŠåêĥŚȄŒȎåŋÃÿŚȎÿĬŋȎÃĥȎêżŚêĥåêåȎňêŋĉĬå
ĬÿȎŚĉĤêǣȎŚąêŽȎÃŋêȎêżňêßŚêåȎŚĬȎÿĉĥåȎÃĥĬŚąêŋȎĤêĤÞêŋȎǳĬŋȎĬŚąêŋȎĤêĤÞêŋŒǴȎĬÿȎŚąê
ňŋĬĘêßŚȎßĬĤĤĉŚŚêêȎŚĬȎŚÃěêȎŚąêȎĞêÃåȎĬĥȎŚąêȎňŋĬĘêßŚȎŋÃŚąêŋȎŚąÃĥȎÃĞĞĬŷĉĥĀȎĉŚȎŚĬȎĀĬ
ŠĥŋêÃåǢȎFĥȎÃååĉŚĉĬĥǣȎåĉŋêßŚĬŋŒȎąÃŶêȎŚąêȎĬÞĞĉĀÃŚĉĬĥȎŚĬȎßĞĬŒêĞŽȎĤĬĥĉŚĬŋ
ßÃĥåĉåÃŚêŒȄȎÃßÃåêĤĉßȎňŋĬĀŋêŒŒȎĬĥȎŚąêĉŋȎßŠĞĤĉĥÃŚĉĥĀȎňŋĬĘêßŚŒǢȎ=ŋÃåŠÃŚê
ŒŚŠåêĥŚŒȎŷąĬŒêȎĤêĥŚĬŋŒȎŷąĬȎÃŋêȎêĉŚąêŋȎĥĬŚȎŋêŒňĬĥåĉĥĀȎĉĥȎÃȎŚĉĤêĞŽȎÿÃŒąĉĬĥǣȎĬŋ
ŷąĬȎŷĬŠĞåȎĞĉěêȎŚĬȎßąÃĥĀêȎŚąêĉŋȎĤêĥŚĬŋŒǣȎŒąĬŠĞåȎßĬĥŚÃßŚȎŚąêȎ#ĉŋêßŚĬŋȎĬÿ
=ŋÃåŠÃŚêȎ�ŚŠåĉêŒǢȎ

Non-SLU English Faculty on Dissertation Committees
�ȎĥĬĥǹ�ÃĉĥŚȎXĬŠĉŒȎ�ĥĉŶêŋŒĉŚŽȎÿÃßŠĞŚŽȎĤêĤÞêŋȎĬŋȎŒĬĤêĬĥêȎĬŠŚŒĉåêȎĬÿȎŚąêȎĤÃĘĬŋ
ÿĉêĞåȎĤÃŽȎŒêŋŶêȎĬĥȎÃȎŒŚŠåêĥŚȄŒȎåĉŒŒêŋŚÃŚĉĬĥȎßĬĤĤĉŚŚêêǢȎ�ŠßąȎßĬĤĤĉŚŚêê
ĤêĤÞêŋŒȎĤŠŒŚȎąÃŶêȎÃȎŚêŋĤĉĥÃĞȎåêĀŋêêȎĉĥȎŚąêȎÿĉêĞåȎÃĥåǯȎĬŋȎąÃŶêȎŒĉĀĥĉÿĉßÃĥŚ
êżňêŋŚĉŒêȎĬŋȎêżňêŋĉêĥßêȎĬÿȎŋêĞêŶÃĥßêȎŚĬȎŚąêȎåĉŒŒêŋŚÃŚĉĬĥǢȎ_Ĭĥǹ�X�ȎßĬĤĤĉŚŚêê
ĤêĤÞêŋŒȎǳĬŋȎ�X�ȎÿÃßŠĞŚŽȎŷĉŚąĬŠŚȎ=ŋÃåŠÃŚêȎ<ÃßŠĞŚŽȎŒŚÃŚŠŒǴȎĤŠŒŚȎÞêȎÃňňŋĬŶêå
ŚĬȎŒêŋŶêȎĬĥȎÃĥȎÃåȎąĬßȎÞÃŒĉŒȎÞŽȎŚąêȎ�ŒŒĬßĉÃŚêȎ#êÃĥȎĬÿȎ=ŋÃåŠÃŚêȎ(åŠßÃŚĉĬĥǢ
�ňňŋĬŶÃĞŒȎĤÃŽȎÞêȎĤÃåêȎŠňĬĥȎŷŋĉŚŚêĥȎŋêŊŠêŒŚȎÞŽȎŚąêȎåĉŒŒêŋŚÃŚĉĬĥȎßĬĤĤĉŚŚêê
ßąÃĉŋǢȎ�ąêȎŋêŊŠêŒŚȎŒąĬŠĞåȎĉĥßĞŠåêȎÃȎÞŋĉêÿȎŋÃŚĉĬĥÃĞêȎÿĬŋȎŚąêȎĤêĤÞêŋȄŒȎŒêŋŶĉßê
ÃĥåȎŚąêȎňŋĬňĬŒêåȎĤêĤÞêŋȄŒȎ�¯Ǣ
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To maintain good standing in the MA and PhD programs, students must:

Maintain at least a 3.0 (MA) or 3.3 (PhD) GPA, with no more than one grade
of “C” or below
Carry no more than one “I” (incomplete) grade or missing grade into a new
semester. 
(Full time students only) Complete at least 1gaAntuyt o 

 sG th



Time-to-Degree Extensions
We expect students to make good progress toward degree completion. Our
programs are structured to allow students to complete the MA in two years
and the PhD in five years. The University offers more lenience toward time to
degree, allowing five years for the MA and seven years for the PhD. Students
who have not completed their degrees within the time periods stipulated in
the Graduate Catalog must request an extension using this form. This petition
should be submitted one full month in advance of the expiration of one’s
current time to degree.

Leaves of Absence
A student requesting a leave of absence should make that request prior to the
beginning of a semester using this form, although under some extenuating
circumstances (e.g., serious illness), retroactive leaves may be granted. These
leaves are designed to address exceptional circumstances.

Program Withdrawal 
Students wishing to withdraw from a graduate program may do so by
contacting the Director of Graduate Studies. When possible, students are
encouraged to finish out a semester and/or academic year before
withdrawing in order to avoid disrupting their Graduate Assistantship and
funding.

Academic Dismissal
If the department believes that a student warrants dismissal from their
academic program, the student’s advisor and the Director of Graduate
Studies make a dismissal recommendation, notifying the student in writing of
the grounds. When the reason for making such a recommendation has to do
with academic failings (typically substandard progress toward degree
completion), the student is offered the opportunity to withdraw from the
program rather than face dismissal charges. Students may appeal dismissal
using the College of Arts & Sciences Graduate Program Appeals Procedures
(available here )
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/academics/graduate/pdfs/ge_petition_for_extension-fillable.pdf
/registrar/pdfs/leave_of_absence.pdf
/arts-and-sciences/pdfs/graduate-academic-cppeals-process.pdf
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Full-time students in the MA and PhD programs are ordinarily admitted with
full funding packages consisting of tuition remission, health insurance, and a
living stipend. Most contracts are for 9 months running roughly from mid-
August to mid-May. Students are expected to perform the equivalent of 20
hours per week of work in exchange for their funding. Teaching one class
counts as 10 hours per week. Graduate Assistant positions are assigned at
the discretion of the Director of Graduate Studies.

All graduate students should read the Saint Louis University Graduate
Assistant Handbook for University-wide policies regarding Graduate
Assistantships.

Writing Program Teaching
Funded students are generally expected to teach one class per semester
unless they have a full 20-hour non-teaching assignment. Students may
request to teach two courses per semester, but this is recommended
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Graduate Career Preparation and Placement
English faculty are committed to assisting graduate students to prepare fo

/life-at-slu/career-services/index.php
/life-at-slu/career-services/index.php


In addition to the awards and opportunities below, there are several
fellowships, grants, and awards offered through the University. More
information is available here.

The Rev. Walt.on tooff   

/academics/graduate/graduate-scholarships-fellowships-assistantships-awards.php




Application & Review Procedure:

Near the beginning of the spring semester the director of graduate studies
sends out a call for nominations to the English faculty. Nominating letters,
which are submitted to the graduate director, should be no more than one
page in length and require the faculty nominator to have observed the
nominee’s teaching and be prepared to assess their ovɪਹ⸰㌱㠹〰ぅ䐱㤅ing ss





Either be, or have been, in good standing within the MA / PhD English
programs at SLU at the time that they submitted their work for
publication.
Have received written confirmation that their work has been accepted for
publication in a peer-reviewed venue.

Awards will be for $500 each, and up to two awards may be made in any year.
A graduate student may recieve only one award during their time at SLU. 

There is no deadline for submissions. A student may submit an entry
whenever the publisher has issued a formal contract or letter of acceptance.  
Application requirements: A student must submit the following: (1) a current
c.v.; (2) a copy of the manuscript or publication; and (3) a copy of the contract
or letter of acceptance. 

Recipients of the award will be determined by the Department’s Research
Committee.
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Thesis Option. Students electing to write a thesis enroll in English 5990
(6 hours) and produce a study of at least 60 pages. The six thesis credits
m 

http://www.slu.edu/academics/graduate/pdfs/phd_admit_petition_fillable.pdf


Recommendation letters and transcripts are not required. The Director of
Graduate Studies will obtain the student’s MA transcript and will also
conduct an informal poll of both the student’s MA instructors and any other
departmental faculty members who have interacted with the student in a
substantial way and wish to comment on their admissibility. All application
materials are submitted directly to the Director of Graduate Studies, not
through the application portal. The graduate committee will review these
materials, along with the four documents mentioned above. 

/academics/graduate/current-students/forms-petitions/new-degree-checkout-procedures-thesis.pdf
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First Meeting with Director of Graduate Studies and Chair of the
Department
By the end of the first semester of the third year at the latest, and sooner if
the student completes coursework on an accelerated schedule, the student
and their dissertation director should schedule a meeting with the Director of
Graduate Studies and the Chair of the Department. This meeting will provide
the student and the dissertation director an opportunity to ask any questions
about the exam and dissertation proposal mentoring process and ensure that
the student is making timely progress toward candidacy.

Language Requirement
The student will complete the language requirement by the end of the third
year at the latest. 

Supplementary Exam List
In consultation with their dissertation committee, the student will develop
and obtain approval for a list of 20 texts to supplement their chosen
departmental exam list.

Preparing for Doctoral Qualifying Examinations. 
Students should speak with their dissertation director and all other
committee members prior to taking exams. Faculty should strive to be clear
about their expectations for the exam and assist students in strategies for
reading and study. 

Students should be prepared both to demonstrate close-reading skills with
respect to items on their reading lists and to discuss their texts within the
context of current disciplinary trends, the works’ critical reception, and the
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Writing the Dissertation
The dissertation director is the primary supervisor of the student's research
and writing and should meet with the student regularly during this time to go
over work and to help provide structure to the writing process. It is also
crucial, however, that committee members have considerable input
throughout the drafting of the dissertation. As individual chapters are
approved by the director, the candidate should submit those chapters to the
rest of the committee for further comment and guidance. Committee
members will forward their comments and revision suggestions both to the
dissertation director and to the candidate



The Pre-Defense Meeting
Three to six weeks after the submission of the dissertation draft, the
dissertation director will call a meeting of the entire committee and the
candidate to discuss the submitted draft.

At this stage, any final concerns about the dissertation should be aired.
Committee members discuss any remaining reservations about the
dissertation's scope, coherence, methodology, or presentation with the
candidate. The candidate should receive clear and explicit guidelines from
the dissertation committee about what remains to be done regarding the
criteria listed above before scheduling the public defense. The committee
and the candidate will agree on a timetable for alterations or revisions, which
might range from as little as a week (minor corrections) to as long as a
semester or more (when there are extensive reservations about the scope
and content of the dissertation).

Scheduling the Defense
The dissertation director will ensure that corrections, revisions, and
emendations have been completed in the agreed-upon time. A paper copy of
the corrected, final version will then be made available to all the dissertation
committee members so that they may provisionally approve the dissertation.
Any member of the committee may ask for a second meeting if they perceive
continuing deficiencies in the dissertation. When all three members of the
committee agree that the candidate is ready to advance, the candidate may
schedule the public defense. Please note that the dissertation director must
submit the Notification of Public Readiness for the Public Oral d d dorWhe
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Students write an 7-10 page proposal (not including bibliography) for
dissertation research. The proposal is a provisional document. It must ma




