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Evaluation 
Graduate students will be evaluated on an annual basis by the Program Faculty and Graduate Program 
Coordinator.  The GPD’s evaluation includes a discussion of future coursework and any remedial work 
needed to avoid probation. 

Graduation  
In the final semester of your degree program, in addition to informing the Graduate Program 
Coordinator, you must apply online for graduation through the Banner portal no later than the second 
Friday of the semester.  A link to instructions for completing your application can be found on Graduate 
Education’s page for Current Students, under "Master Forms & Policies." 
https://www.slu.edu/academics/graduate/current-students/index.php 

If you apply after the second Friday, you are responsible for contacting the master's candidacy advisor to 
initiate preparation of your degree audit. 

Incompletes 
Students must complete coursework on time. Incompletes at the graduate level will be permitted only 
under extenuating circumstances (e.g. serious illness or accident). The incomplete must be cleared 
within twelve months; a shorter time period may be designated at the instructor’s discretion. Should the 
incomplete fail to be cleared within the one-year period, the grade will be automatically converted to an 
“F.” Students must submit the appropriate form requesting the incomplete to the Graduate Program 
Coordinator.  Teaching and Research assistants may not carry more than one incomplete on their 
records if they wish to have their assistantships renewed. 

Integrity and Academic Honesty 
The Graduate Education Catalog reads as follows: “The University is a community of learning, and its 
effectiveness requires an environment of mutual trust and integrity. As members of this community, 
students share with faculty and administrators the responsibility to maintain this environment. 
Academic integrity is violated by any dishonesty in submitting an assignment, test, essay, or any other 
documentation required to validate the student’s learning. In a case of clear indication of such 
dishonesty, the faculty member or administrator has the responsibility to apply sanctions to protect the 
environment of integrity.”  Although not all forms of academic dishonesty are given here, the instances 
listed below should be seen as actions that violate academic integrity: 

● soliciting, receiving, or providing any unauthorized assistance in the completion of any work 
submitted; 

● submitting materials authored by or editorially revised by another person but represented as 
the student’s own work; 

● copying a passage or text directly from a published source without appropriately 
citing/recognizing that source. 



 

!
 

#!

Any clear violation of academic integrity will be met with sanctions. In a case of dishonesty within a 
course, the instructor may assign an appropriate grade and/or recommend further sanctions to the 
Dean or Associate Dean, who is then responsible for the final decision and notification of all associated 
parties. The final decision of the Dean or Associate Dean may be appealed as described in “Procedures 
for Academic Appeals.” 

Leaves of Absence 

An approved leave of absence will extend the time to degree and maintain access to university 
resources (e.g. mail, library privileges). If a student wishes to extend the leave, a new request must be 
submitted to the Graduate Program Coordinator using the "Petition for a Leave of Absence" (found on 
the Registrar's Forms page: https://www.slu.edu/registrar/pdfs/leave_of_absence.pdf 
 
Leaves of absence should be requested for compelling reasons only, and must be requested before the 
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● Students wishing to graduate in December submit their final version to all members of his/her 
committee by November 20. 

● Students wishing to graduate in May submit their final version to all members of his/her 
committee by April 20. 

● The student needs to determine a date for the defense with the Mentor and the members of 
the FP committee. 

  
● Oral Examination 

M.A. candidates choose their jury.  The Jury or exam committee is made up of 3-5 professors, who 
reflect the areas chosen for the written exam, and who must also reflect 7 out of the 10 courses taken 
during the student’s career.  
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M.A. in Spanish 
https://catalog.slu.edu/colleges-schools/arts-sciences/languages-literatures-cultures/spanish-ma/ 

 
Students preparing for the M.A. in Spanish are required to take at least 30 graduate credit hours.
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Written Examination in Spanish 
The Written Examination generally is taken in the penultimate semester of the student’s two-year 
course of study.  The student is encouraged to meet actively with their three committee members in the 
months leading up to the exam.  The three committee members should be invited and confirmed by the 
end of the student’s second semester (in the case of full-time students): at least one Graduate Faculty 
member will be from Literatures & Cultures; at least one Graduate Faculty member will be from 
Linguistics & Pedagogy; the third Graduate Faculty member will be designated according to availability.  
 
This four-hour examination covers material from our Reading List. It consists of three questions. 
Upon reading the exam, the student will select three out of four categories from which to answer: 
-Latin American Literatures & Cultures 
-Peninsular Literatures & Cultures 
-Linguistics 
-Pedagogy   
Each category will contain a choice from two questions, previously selected and agreed upon by the 
Graduate Faculty committee. 
Students are not allowed to bring any books or other accessories (personal laptops, cellphones, flash 
drives, etc.) with them into the exam. 
 
After the student has completed the written exam, each committee member will read the student’s 
work and complete an evaluation rubric, assigning a grade (and commentary) to each section of the 
exam: With Distinction, Pass, or Fail.  If there is any discrepancy / disagreement / question about a grade 
in any particular section, or the exam as a whole, the Graduate Program Coordinator will call a 
committee meeting in order to discuss the student’s exam and the grade(s) together before each 
individual re-submits their final decision via rubric, to be tallied by the Coordinator. In order to pass the 
M.A. Written Examination, a student must achieve an overall passing vote (2 out of 3 members) on all 
three questions. If the student fails to pass each of the 3 questions, they will have ONE chance to retake 
the failed question category (or categories) of the exam within a 6-month period. The student should 
have the same committee for the retake. If at the retake the student does not receive at least 2 out of 3 
passing votes in the previously failed question area(s), the student forfeits further chances and cannot 
proceed to the Oral Examination required for the M.A. degree. 
 
Oral Examination in Spanish 
The Oral Examination is taken in the final semester of the student’s two-year course of study. The 
evaluation committee is composed of three Graduate Faculty members and named by the Graduate 
Program Coordinator in consultation with the student, with at least one Graduate Faculty member from 
Literatures & Cultures, and at least one from Linguistics & Pedagogy. (These members may or may not 
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will evaluate the student’s performance immediately. The student must receive at least two passing 
votes on the oral examination in order to receive the M.A. degree. If a student fails to obtain two 
passing votes, they will have one opportunity to retake the test within a reasonable period of time, 
ordinarily within a 6-month period.  (The re-take will typically not be scheduled during the same 
semester, as the recommended wait time is usually one school term.) The student should have the same 
committee for the retake. If the student does not pass the oral examination the second time, they forfeit 
their opportunity to earn the MA degree.  

 
M.A. in Spanish Education 

https://www.slu.edu/arts-and-sciences/academics/degrees/graduate/spanish-education-ma.php 
 
Students preparing for the M.A. in Spanish Education are required to take at least 33 graduate credit 
hours, plus 10 experiential credit hours. Students are required to take: 
A. Five specific courses in the School of Education (see sample RoadMap below for required numbers); 
B. Two Spanish-language Pedagogy courses in LLC (SPAN 5041 & SPAN 5042); 
C. Four Spanish-language content electives in LLC; 
D. Two Teaching Experiences (1-credit hour each) and 1 culminating Practicum (8-credit hours). 
Students may arrange to take up to four Spanish-language content electives (LLC) from the Madrid 
campus. A maximum of six credits of coursework may be approved for transfer toward fulfillment of 
degree requirements. (See Office of Graduate Education for regulations regarding transfer of credit.) 
The degree recipient is equipped to undertake a licensure exam through the state of Missouri that 
allows the recipient to begin teaching with licensure in public or private schools. 
 
Sample Two-Year Course of Study                 MA in Spanish Education 

Year One: Summer Credits 




