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I.           Welcome 

Welcome from the MA Program in Political Science at Saint Louis University.  This 

handbook is intended to familiarize the reader with information about the MA program.   

 

II. Accreditation Information  

As an institution, Saint Louis University is fully accredited by the Higher Learning 

Commission (HLC) of the North Central Association of Colleges and Schools. SLU has been 

continuously accredited since 1916.  MA programs in Political Science are not specifically 

accredited.   

 

III. Program Objectives 

The M.A. degree in Political Science trains students in the theories and methodologies 

needed to conduct original research in Political Science. The program seeks to train 

students who can continue on to a Ph.D. program or find appropriate employment in a 

variety of sectors including, but not limited to local, state, and federal government; non-

governmental organizations; various international organizations; and academia. Our 

specific program objectives are as follows: 

a. Students will understand the basic concepts of scholarship in the MA 
concentration they complete:  American Politics, International Affairs, Political 
Theory, Public Policy, or Gender and Politics. 

b. Students will learn to think critically and systematically about social and political 
phenomena. 

c. Students will learn to evaluate and conduct empirical social science research. 

d. Students will be prepared to be competent, socially-responsible citizens in a 
diverse society and a globally-interconnected world. 
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e. Students will appreciate the diversity of values that inform the actions and 
preferences of various political communities. 

 

 

IV. Masters of Arts in Political Science 

M.A. in Political Science (30 hours) 

All students must complete a total of 30 credit hours for the M.A. degree. No more than 12 

hours of the M.A. may be taken outside the Political Science Department; no more than 6 hours 

may be taken at the 4000 level; and no more than 6 hours may be independent study classes or 

internships. Some classes have prerequisites. Depending on their undergraduate preparation, 

students may be required to take specific undergraduate classes prior to enrolling in graduate 

classes. Exceptions will be allowed only with the approval of the Director of Graduate Studies for 

the department. Official concentrations will be noted on the student’s official transcript. 

“Tracks” (specializations within concentrations) do not appear on the official transcript. 

The Political Science Department also offers an Accelerated B.A./M.A. that enables talented 

Political Science majors to start taking graduate courses before they have completed 

requirements for the B.A., reducing the amount of time that it takes to earn both degrees. Two 

graduate-level classes will count toward both the B.A. and the M.A. This accelerated option has 

a simplified admission process detailed below.  Other program and policy requirements of the 

MA described in this handbook are the same as for MA students. 

 

American Politics Concentration 
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Political Science Electives 

 12 hours of Political Science electives, 6 of which may be an internship or MA thesis. 

 
 

Public Law Track
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Non-credit Requirements 

 Field exam (0 hours), taken at the start of the final semester of coursework 

 

Political Science Electives 

 12 hours of Political Science electives, 6 of which may be an internship or MA thesis. 

 

 
International Affairs Concentration  
 

General track 
 
Core courses (6 hours) Choose two classes from:  

 POLS 5510 Democratization 

 POLS 5530 Authoritarianism 

 POLS 5550 Politics of Economic Development 

 POLS 5690 Theories of World Politics 

 

Research Methods (6 hours) 

 POLS 5010 Cultural Methods: Gender, Politics, and Power 

 POLS 5020 Advanced Topics in Research Methods 
 
Non-credit Requirements 

 Field exam (0 hours), taken at the start of the final semester of coursework 

 

Political Science Electives 

 18 hours of Political Science electives, 6 of which may be an internship or MA thesis. 

 
 

Security and Cooperation Track 
 

Core Courses (6 hours) Choose two classes from: 

 POLS 5510 Democratization 

 POLS 5550 Politics of Economic Development 

 POLS 5650 War, Peace, and Politics 

 POLS 5690 Theories of World Politics 

 

Research Methods (6 hours) 

 POLS 5010 Cultural Methods: Gender, Politics, and Power 

 POLS 5020 Advanced Topics in Research Methods 
 

Other Requirements (9 hours) Choose three classes from: 

 POLS 5530 Authoritarianism 

 POLS 5620 Global Diplomacy  
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 Some classes have prerequisites. Depending on their undergraduate preparation, 

students may be required to take specific undergraduate classes prior to enrolling in 

graduate classes. 

 Exceptions will be allowed only with the approval of the Director of Graduate Studies for 

the department 

 
Revised, March 2017  
 
Students should declare a concentration during their first semester.  To declare a 

/college-of-arts-and-sciences-home/faculty-and-staff-resources
/college-of-arts-and-sciences-home/faculty-and-staff-resources
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VI. Administrator List  

Ellen Carnaghan, Ph.D., Department Chair 
McGannon Hall Rm. 140 
Phone: 314.977.3038 
Email: carnagep@slu.edu  
 
J.D. Bowen, Ph.D., Associate Chair 
McGannon Hall Rm. 149 
Phone: 314.977.4239 
Email: jbowen5@slu.edu  

 
Wynne Walker Moskop, Ph.D., Coordinator of Graduate Studies 
McGannon Hall Rm. 136 
Phone: 314.977.2897 
moskopww@slu.edu  
 

 

VII. Program Policies 

 
Department of Political Science Policy on Academic Progress and Retention (approved 12-7-

12) 

Expected Academic Progress 

All students matriculating in the Political Science MA program are expected to demonstrate 

appropriate and continuing progress toward the completion of their master’s degrees.  The 

principal indicators of appropriate and continuing progress are: 

 Maintaining at least a 3.0 GPA, with no more than one grade of “C” or below; 

 Carrying no more than one “I” (incomplete) grade or missing grade into a new semester; 

 If a full-time student, successfully completing at least 12 graded credit hours per year 

until one’s course work requirements have been met, and being on track to complete all 

requirements for the degree within three years; and 

 If a part-

mailto:carnagep@slu.edu
mailto:jbowen5@slu.edu
mailto:moskopww@slu.edu
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Academic Dismissal 

When the Department believes that a student warrants dismissal from her academic program, 

the Chairperson makes that recommendation to the Associate Dean for Graduate Education in 

the College of Arts and Sciences.  It is also possible for a student’s dismissal to be initiated by the 

College’s Associate Dean when, for example, that administrative officer does not recommend 

approval of a student’s appeal for an extension of time to complete the degree.

http://www.slu.edu/Documents/arts_sciences/CAS%20Academic%20Appeals%20Process_FC_approved_2_25_16.pdf
http://www.slu.edu/Documents/arts_sciences/CAS%20Academic%20Appeals%20Process_FC_approved_2_25_16.pdf


 10 

week. If the demands of their own schoolwork make it useful for assistants to work less on some 
weeks, they should plan to make up the work in other weeks.  
 

Faculty mentors will be assigned by the graduate committee and the department chair 
every semester. Just before every semester, graduate assistants will submit to the director of 
graduate studies (hereafter DGS) a list of skills and knowledge areas, and department faculty will 
submit a list of projects for which they would like help, and the duration and time required for 
the projects. The graduate committee will review proposals and suggest assignments, making 
every effort to ensure good professional and intellectual matches. Because faculty development 
is the responsibility of the department chair, the assignment of graduate assistants will be mad <</MCID 0>> 6(m)6(m)-4 Tm
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http://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/career-services
/college-of-arts-and-sciences-home/internships


mailto:cjohns82@slu.edu




mailto:cjohns82@slu.edu
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b) Your oral exam is completed no later than the deadline listed in the Calendar of 

Deadlines and the committee chairperson delivers the ballots to the candidacy advisor. 

c) The Associate Vice President of Graduate Education formally notifies you of the results 

of the examination. 

d) All remaining requirements that had been listed on your Degree Audit Form and original 

email must be completed in order for your degree to be conferred by the conferral date 

for that semester. 

e) Complete the Online Master’s Exit Questionnaire which will be sent to you at the end of 

the semester by email.  

 

 

 

 

VIII. Admissions Policies and Procedures 

The Master of Arts in Political Science allows academically talented students to advance their 
knowledge and analytical skills by focusing on an interdisciplinary, problem-oriented area of 
concentration within the broad field of political science. Students can focus on American 
Politics, Public Policy and Administration, International Affairs, or Political Theory. 

The SLU M.A. prepares students for further graduate study or for careers in government, foreign 
service, national or international business, non-profit organizations and NGOs. 

The department offers an M.A. and an accelerated B.A./M.A.   

The Accelerated BA/MA has a quick and simple admission process, which is described here, 
http://www.slu.edu/department-of-political-science-home/graduate-programs/master-of-arts-
in-political-science/accelerated-bama. Students should complete the CAS application form for 
Accelerated Bachelor’s/Master’s degree, https://www.slu.edu/college-of-arts-and-sciences-
home/graduate-students.   

 

http://www.slu.edu/department-of-political-science-home/graduate-programs/master-of-arts-in-political-science/accelerated-bama
http://www.slu.edu/department-of-political-science-home/graduate-programs/master-of-arts-in-political-science/accelerated-bama
/college-of-arts-and-sciences-home/graduate-students
/college-of-arts-and-sciences-home/graduate-students
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E-mail: moskopww@slu.edu  
Tel. No.: 314.977.3035 

Chair: Ellen Carnaghan, Ph.D. 
Graduate Coordinator:  Wynne Moskop, Ph.D. 

/admission/graduate/
http://www.slu.edu/Documents/graduate/declaration_finance.pdf
http://www.ets.org/toefl/
http://www.ielts.org/default.aspx
/admission/international/english-proficiency.php
/admission/international/index.php
http://www.slu.edu/student-financial-services/financing-a-slu-education/tuition-room-and-board-rates
http://www.slu.edu/student-financial-services/financing-a-slu-education/tuition-room-and-board-rates
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X. Registration  

Once admitted to the program and the student accepts the offer of admission, students are 
given an identification number for Banner, the self-service system that allows you to register for 
courses.   
 
 

XI. Academic Standards 

I. For all the oral exams, committee members must decide whether students pass or 
pass with varying degrees of distinction. The Political Science department will use 
these standards: 

 
a. Passing with Great Distinction – The student was surprisingly well-prepared and 

showed greater knowledge than would have been expected for an MA student. 
It should be unusual that a stu
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XII. Graduation Requirements  
 
All students must successfully complete 30 credit hours and a capstone project.  In addition, 
students must complete and submit an application for degree form early in the semester that 
they plan to graduate (the specific deadline varies by semester) and return it to the Master’s 
candidacy adviser.  
 
The form is available at: 
http://www.slu.edu/Documents/graduate/FormApplicationForDegreeMastersIA.pdf.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

http://www.slu.edu/Documents/graduate/FormApplicationForDegreeMastersIA.pdf

