
POLS 4730/5730  Seminar: Contemporary Political Ideologies 

Fall 2022,  Wednesday 4:15-7 pm 
 

Dr. Wynne Moskop, wynne.moskop@slu.edu   

Office hours: Tuesday 2-3:30 pm; Thursday 10:30 am-12 pm 
& by appointment, McGannon 136 

 
 

 
By Randy Schutt - Own work, CC BY-SA 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29585342 

 
Course Description 
 
 “The study of ideologies explores actually existing forms of political thought—whether present or 
past” (Michael Freeden). These forms include familiar “isms”--such as liberalism, conservatism, 
socialism, fascism, feminism--newer ideologies such as neoliberalism and globalism, and 
contemporary social movements whose status as ideology is still debated. Among 
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¶ What are ideologies, and how do they operate in everyday life?   

¶ How does ideology influence politics and public policy debates?  

¶ Why is the study of ideologies important for us as participants in democratic politics and policy 
debates and as citizens who work for justice in our communities and around the world?  

 
Objectives. By the end of the course you should be able to 
 
1. Describe the  values, practices, and institutions that selected ideologies promote.   

We make these explicit by examining each ideology as a political theory, that is, as a system of 
linked values, concepts, and practices that combine to provide a lens through which persons view 
the world in order to digest information and direct action.  Our initial goal in studying each 
ideology is to understand how the world looks through, and is shaped by, a particular ideological 
lens—for example, a liberal,  fascist, Marxist, feminist, neoliberal, or white nationalist lens.  

2. Explain who is served, or what interests are served, how, and why, by particular ideologies.   

 For every ideology, we ask:  Given X kinds of practices and institutions, who wins?  Who loses?   

3. Explain  how definitions of ideology and particular approaches to studying ideology are 
themselves ideological, meaning that they have ramifications for who has power and who does 
not, who wins or loses. 

At the end of the semester, students demonstrate how well they have met these goals by designing 
their own research projects that investigate some aspect of ideology and by offering helpful critiques 
of their classmates’ projects.   

Thus, in addition to the substantive goals above, the course aims to enhance particular research, 
writing, and presentation skills.  You  will be able to:  

1.  Develop your own research project 

2.  Present coherent, well-supported arguments—in oral and written form 

3.  Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of different scholarly arguments and evidence.   

This course is helpful in achieving all Learning Outcomes for the Political Science MA degree: 

1. Students will be able to explain how political systems operate within the context of their 
chosen MA concentrations. 

2. Students will be able to evaluate, critique, and synthesize competing theoretical explanations 
and produce a comprehensive review of the scholarly literature in their chosen field of study. 

3. Students will be able to design original research and seminar projects that investigate political 
processes with appropriate methodologies and contribute to ongoing scholarly debates. 

4. Students will be able to present the results of their research in public forums and justify their 
methodological choices. 

5. 
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¶ Attendance. Because class meets only once a week and classes are cumulative, you are expected 
to attend every class and to take responsibility for acquiring the knowledge and analytical skills 
needed to complete the final project.  Taking responsibility for digesting each week’s assignments 
is key to success in this class. If you are ill or must miss class for some other very good reason, you 
are expected to demonstrate understanding of the readings for the session you missed by 
submitting an outline of every assigned reading.  These make-up assignments are due before the 
next class meeting unless you make other arrangements with me.  Because every class is a step 
toward what you need to know for your final project, and because the value of the whole seminar 
depends on conscientious participation by all members of the seminar, students who do not 
submit the make-up assignment for a missed class cannot expect to get credit for class 
participation for that date.  University attendance policy. 

¶ How to contact me. I am always available to talk with you about any assignment, concerns, or 
questions.  Email is the best way to reach me, wynne.moskop@slu.edu. I’m glad to meet outside 
of my designated office hours. If these times do not work for you, I hope you will not hesitate to 
email to arrange a specific time that works better for you.  

Detailed assignments for each week will be posted on Canvas.  Students are responsible for 
checking email and Canvas for class assignments and for individual reports. For most class 
assignments, I will provide study questions.  

You are expected to take notes on reading assignments. Notes should contain the main points of 
the reading, including 1) the author’s purpose, 2) what the author does to achieve that purpose, 
3) an illustration that helps you understand and apply the reading in concrete terms. Reading 
assignments each week are 90-100 pages. 

https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-procedures/attendance/
mailto:wynne.moskop@slu.edu


 

 

5 

¶ Research project  – 50%.  Developmental stages/components of final research project count 
for 10% of this grade, and the final project counts for 40%. Projects are developed in stages so 
that folks do not get behind (abstract/first 5 pages/rough draft/oral powerpoint 
presentation). If your work at a particular stage or on a particular component does not meet 

posted criteria, you probably will not need me to tell you; but I will . 

Every component of the course must be completed to earn credit for the course.  One may not 
choose not to do one of them.  Earning a failing grade on any component is the equivalent of not 
doing it.  However, there is no reason for a student who has prepared adequately to fail.  

Grading Scale:  

Midterm and final grades will be reported in terms of the College of Arts and Sciences grading scale:  
A=4.0, A-=3.7, B+=3.3, B=3.0, B-=2.7, C+=2.3, C=2.0, C-=1.7, D=1.0, F=0.0.  However, grades given on 
assignments are up to individual professors.  
 

Library services 

I encourage you to take advantage of the expertise of Ms. Rebecca Hyde, who is the reference 
librarian at Pius Library who helps political science students and faculty.  She invites your questions 
and requests for assistance at any time.  You can reach her at rhyde1@slu.edu or 314-977-3106.  Ms 
Hyde’s research guide for political science can be found at http://libguides.slu.edu/polisci.  
 
Student Success Center  
In recognition that people learn in a variety of ways and that learning is influenced by multiple factors 
(e.g., prior experience, study skills, learning disability), resources to support student success are 
available on campus. The Student Success Center assists students with academic-related services and 
is located in the Busch Student Center (Suite, 331). Students can visit the Student Success Center to 
learn more about tutoring services, university writing services, disability services, and academic 
coaching. 

University Writing Services 
I encourage you to take advantage of University Writing Services in the Student Success Center; 
getting feedback benefits writers at all skill levels. Trained writing consultants can help with writing 
projects, multimedia projects, and oral presentations. University Writing Services offers one-on-one 
consultations that address everything from brainstorming and developing ideas to crafting strong 
sentences and documenting sources. For more information, visit the Student Success Center  or call 
the Student Success Center at 314-977-3484. 

mailto:rhyde1@slu.edu
tel:314-977-3106
http://libguides.slu.edu/polisci
/life-at-slu/student-success-center/index.php
/life-at-slu/student-success-center/index.php
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performance in the course, are encouraged to contact the Dean of Students Office 
(deanofstudents@slu.edu or 314-977-9378) for support. Furthermore, please notify the instructor if 
you are comfortable in doing so, as this will enable them to assist you with finding the resources you 
may need. 

University policy statements are provided at the end of this syllabus. 
 
Tentative Schedule 
 
While ideologies we study during for the first half of the course have been selected, the particular 
ideologies we study after that will depend on needs and interests of students in the class. For now, 
they are “TBD.”  After the first 2-3 classes, we will decide the topics of TBD sessions, and I will select 
and post reading assignments and study questions. 
 
Consider the schedule and readings below tentative. For final, detailed reading assignments, study 
questions, etc, be sure to check the assignment on Canvas for that week. Normally assignments will be 
posted two weeks in advance of the session when they are to be discussed. You are responsible for 
checking Canvas well in advance of each class session and notifying the me of any difficulty locating 
readings or understanding the assignment. It is not acceptable to arrive in class unprepared with the 
belated excuse that reading assignments were hard to locate or unclear. The success of the seminar 
depends on everyone coming to class fully prepared. So please do let me know if some reading 
assignment is unavailable or unclear. 
 
8/24   Introduction, Part 1: Defining and studying Ideology. Illustration: race and ideology (puzzles of 

racial liberalism, structural racism, and white nationalism).  
This will be a full class session, so that we take advantage of every week of the seminar. See 
detailed assignment and study questions posted on Canvas. 

 
1. Nancy Love, Ch 1 “The End of Ideology—Again?” in Understanding Dogmas and Dreams, 1-

18 
2. Racial liberalism 
¶ Charles Mills, “Racial Liberalism,” PMLA, October 2008, 1380-1397, Pius Library 

electronic  journals, https://www-jstor-
org.ezp.slu.edu/stable/25501942#metadata_info_tab_contents  

¶ Sonia Sotomayor dissent, Utah v Strieff, 
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/579/14-1373/#tab-opinion-3587716, 
June 20, 2016 (10 pp)   

3. Structural racism 
¶ Ibram X. Kendi, video, “How to be an anti-racist,” 

https://www.aspenideas.org/sessions/how-to-be-an-
antiracist?utm_source=google&utm_medium=adgrant&utm_campaign=Speakers&ut
m_term=ibram%20x.%20kendi&gclid=Cj0KCQjwxb2XBhDBARIsAOjDZ37O_DyJ5urX2G
Q2F6xwA68ywwsx3qpD2jQFS8JzkgTso39Vs5uy2F0aAmKCEALw_wcB, 2019 (Watch 
first 34 minutes, Kendi interview/talk. If you have time, you may be iinte .PC 0 1 ric n t5e  

ann EA

mailto:deanofstudents@slu.edu?subject=Contact
https://www-jstor-org.ezp.slu.edu/stable/25501942#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://www-jstor-org.ezp.slu.edu/stable/25501942#metadata_info_tab_contents
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/579/14-1373/#tab-opinion-3587716
https://www.aspenideas.org/sessions/how-to-be-an-antiracist?utm_source=google&utm_medium=adgrant&utm_campaign=Speakers&utm_term=ibram%20x.%20kendi&gclid=Cj0KCQjwxb2XBhDBARIsAOjDZ37O_DyJ5urX2GQ2F6xwA68ywwsx3qpD2jQFS8JzkgTso39Vs5uy2F0aAmKCEALw_wcB
https://www.aspenideas.org/sessions/how-to-be-an-antiracist?utm_source=google&utm_medium=adgrant&utm_campaign=Speakers&utm_term=ibram%20x.%20kendi&gclid=Cj0KCQjwxb2XBhDBARIsAOjDZ37O_DyJ5urX2GQ2F6xwA68ywwsx3qpD2jQFS8JzkgTso39Vs5uy2F0aAmKCEALw_wcB
https://www.aspenideas.org/sessions/how-to-be-an-antiracist?utm_source=google&utm_medium=adgrant&utm_campaign=Speakers&utm_term=ibram%20x.%20kendi&gclid=Cj0KCQjwxb2XBhDBARIsAOjDZ37O_DyJ5urX2GQ2F6xwA68ywwsx3qpD2jQFS8JzkgTso39Vs5uy2F0aAmKCEALw_wcB
https://www.aspenideas.org/sessions/how-to-be-an-antiracist?utm_source=google&utm_medium=adgrant&utm_campaign=Speakers&utm_term=ibram%20x.%20kendi&gclid=Cj0KCQjwxb2XBhDBARIsAOjDZ37O_DyJ5urX2GQ2F6xwA68ywwsx3qpD2jQFS8JzkgTso39Vs5uy2F0aAmKCEALw_wcB


https://bostonreview.net/articles/daniel-geary-camilla-schofield-jennifer-sutton-toward-global-history-white-supremacy/
https://bostonreview.net/articles/daniel-geary-camilla-schofield-jennifer-sutton-toward-global-history-white-supremacy/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/timeline-us-domestic-extremism-charlottesville-january-6/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/timeline-us-domestic-extremism-charlottesville-january-6/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA8t8PW-OkA&feature=emb_rel_end
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yA8t8PW-OkA&feature=emb_rel_end
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1845/german-ideology/ch01b.htm#b3
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1859/critique-pol-economy/preface-abs.htm
http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1859/critique-pol-economy/preface-abs.htm
http://www.compassonline.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Thinkpiece-69-Vision-to-Agency.pdf
http://www.compassonline.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2013/06/Thinkpiece-69-Vision-to-Agency.pdf
http://www.erikclabaugh.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Hegemony-Intellectuals-State-Gramsci.pdf
http://www.erikclabaugh.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/Hegemony-Intellectuals-State-Gramsci.pdf
http://www.marxists.org/reference/archive/althusser/1970/ideology.htm


https://www.theguardian.com/news/2017/aug/18/neoliberalism-the-idea-that-changed-the-world
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2017/aug/18/neoliberalism-the-idea-that-changed-the-world
https://supreme.justia.com/cases/federal/us/558/310/#tab-opinion-1963051
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QSyPy9vdA_s
http://business.time.com/2013/03/25/marxs-revenge-how-class-struggle-is-shaping-the-world/
http://business.time.com/2013/03/25/marxs-revenge-how-class-struggle-is-shaping-the-world/
https://negrasoulblog.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/patricia-hill-collins-black-feminist-thought.pdf
https://negrasoulblog.files.wordpress.com/2016/04/patricia-hill-collins-black-feminist-thought.pdf
https://www-jstor-org.ezp.slu.edu/action/doAdvancedSearch?group=none&q0=crenshaw&q1=kimberle&q2=&q3=&q4=&q5=&q6=&sd=&ed=&pt=&isbn=&f0=au&c1=AND&f1=au&c2=AND&f2=all&c3=AND&f3=all&c4=AND&f4=all&c5=AND&f5=all&c6=AND&f6=all&acc=on&la=&so=rel
https://www-jstor-org.ezp.slu.edu/action/doAdvancedSearch?group=none&q0=crenshaw&q1=kimberle&q2=&q3=&q4=&q5=&q6=&sd=&ed=&pt=&isbn=&f0=au&c1=AND&f1=au&c2=AND&f2=all&c3=AND&f3=all&c4=AND&f4=all&c5=AND&f5=all&c6=AND&f6=all&acc=on&la=&so=rel
https://vt.instructure.com/courses/23718/files/886914
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10/5   Fascism and white nationalism   
 
 Research and Instruction Librarian Rebecca Hyde will join the class to identify library resources 

that will be helpful for your research projects. 
 

1. Love, Understanding Dogmas and Dreams, Ch 6 Fascism 
2. Listen to Diane Rehm show, “The history of fascism and its relevance to U.S. politics today” 

(December 2016), https://dianerehm.org/shows/2016-12-13/the-history-of-fascism-and-
its-relevance-to-u-s-politics-today . This is a 50-minute segment. You can read the 
transcript of this interview instead. That takes less time, but it may not be as interesting to 
you. 

3. In Dogmas and Dreams Reader: 
¶ Benito Mussolini, “Fascism: Doctrine and Institutions,” first section, (419-423) 
¶ Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf, sections on “representative government” (429-442) and 

“nation and race” (452-455) 
4. Graeme Wood, “His Kampf,” The Atlantic, June 2017. Watch the 11-minute documentary 

about Richard Spencer and the Alt Right embedded in the online version of this article. 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/06/his-kampf/524505/. If you have 
time, read the article too.   

5. Adam Sewer, “White Nationalism’s Deep American Roots,” The Atlantic, April 2019, 
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/04/adam-serwer-madison-grant-
white-
nationalism/583258/?fbclid=IwAR30YTlbSAJZQ7SdYM4EcooBWI_NPGvsKyyuahectPDxsygK
fiZbsacngrc   

6. Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, “What White Supremacists Know,” Boston Review, 
http://bostonreview.net/race/roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-what-white-supremacists-

https://dianerehm.org/shows/2016-12-13/the-history-of-fascism-and-its-relevance-to-u-s-politics-today
https://dianerehm.org/shows/2016-12-13/the-history-of-fascism-and-its-relevance-to-u-s-politics-today
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2017/06/his-kampf/524505/
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/04/adam-serwer-madison-grant-white-nationalism/583258/?fbclid=IwAR30YTlbSAJZQ7SdYM4EcooBWI_NPGvsKyyuahectPDxsygKfiZbsacngrc
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/04/adam-serwer-madison-grant-white-nationalism/583258/?fbclid=IwAR30YTlbSAJZQ7SdYM4EcooBWI_NPGvsKyyuahectPDxsygKfiZbsacngrc
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/04/adam-serwer-madison-grant-white-nationalism/583258/?fbclid=IwAR30YTlbSAJZQ7SdYM4EcooBWI_NPGvsKyyuahectPDxsygKfiZbsacngrc
https://www.theatlantic.com/magazine/archive/2019/04/adam-serwer-madison-grant-white-nationalism/583258/?fbclid=IwAR30YTlbSAJZQ7SdYM4EcooBWI_NPGvsKyyuahectPDxsygKfiZbsacngrc
http://bostonreview.net/race/roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-what-white-supremacists-know
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11/30  Oral Presentations and Critiques 
 
12/7    Last day of class 
 
12/12  Final research project due 
 
 
 
University Policy Statements

/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt_academic-integrity.docx
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/2022-syllabus-stmt-title-ix.docx
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt_disability-accommodations.docx
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Saint Louis University is committed to maintaining an inclusive and accessible environment. Individuals who 
are unable to wear a face mask due to medical reasons should contact the Office of Disability Services 
(students) or Human Resources (instructors) to initiate the accommodation process identified in the 
University’s ADA Policy. Inquiries or concerns may also be directed to the Office of Institutional Equity and 
Diversity. Notification to instructors of SLU-approved ADA accommodations should be made in writing prior to 
the first class session in any term (or as soon thereafter as possible). 
 
Mandatory Syllabus Statement on In-Person Class Attendance and Participation (until further notice) 
 
The health and well-being of SLU’s students, staff, and faculty are critical concerns, as is the quality of our 
learning environments.  Accordingly, the following University policy statements on in-person class attendance 
are designed to preserve and advance the collective health and well-being of our institutional constituencies 

/human-resources/pdfs/policies/americans-disabilities-act-policy.pdf
/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php
/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
/life-at-slu/student-health/index.php
/life-at-slu/student-health/index.php
https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-procedures/attendance/
https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-procedures/attendance/
https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-procedures/attendance/

