


            D. Able to explain the historical foundations of contemporary African politics.  

 

 REQUIRED TEXTS (These can be purchased from the university bookstore Barnes 

& Noble)) 

 

A. Keller, E. J. Identity, Citizenship, and Political Conflict in Africa, 2014. 

Bloomington, Indiana University Press. (A copy on Pius Library reserve desk). 

B. Peter J. Schraeder, African Politics and Society:  A Mosaic in Transformation, 

2004. (A copy on Pius Library reserve desk) 
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have a documented disability but who think they may have one also are encouraged to contact 

to Disability Services. Confidentiality will be observed in all inquiries. 

Title IX 

Saint Louis University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and seeking an 

environment that is free of bias, discrimination, and harassment. If you have encountered any 

form of sexual harassment, including sexual assault, stalking, domestic or dating violence, we 

encourage you to report this to the University. If you speak with a faculty member about an 

incident that involves a Title IX matter, that faculty member must notify SLUôs Title IX 

Coordinator and share the basic facts of your experience. This is true even if you ask the 

faculty member not to disclose the incident. The Title IX Coordinator will then be available to 

assist you in understanding all of your options and in connecting you with all possible resources 

on and off campus. 

 Anna Kratky is the Title IX Coordinator at Saint Louis University (DuBourg Hall, room 36; 

anna.kratky@slu.edu; 314-977-3886). If you wish to speak with a confidential source, you may 

contact the counselors at the University Counseling Center at 314-977-TALK or make an 

anonymous report through SLU’s Integrity Hotline by calling 1-877-525-5669 or online at 

https://www.lighthouse-services.com/_StandardCustomURL/LHILandingPage.asp. To view SLU’s 

policies, and for resources, please visit the following web addresses: 

https://www.slu.edu/here4you and https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel. 

 IMPORTANT UPDATE: SLU’s Title IX Policy (formerly called the Sexual Misconduct Policy) has 

been significantly revised to adhere to a new federal law governing Title IX that was released on 

May 6, 2020. Please take a moment to review the new policy and information on the following 

web address: https://www.slu.edu/here4you. Please contact the Anna Kratky, the Title IX 

Coordinator, with any questions or concerns. 

Student Success Center 

In recognition that people learn in a variety of ways and that learning is influenced by multiple 

factors (e.g., prior experience, study skills, learning disability), resources to support student 

success are available on campus. The Student Success Center assists students with academic-

related services and is located in the Busch Student Center (Suite, 331). Students can visit the 

Student Success Center to learn more about tutoring services, university writing services, 

disability services, and academic coaching.  

University Writing Services 

Students are encouraged to take advantage of University Writing Services in the Student Success 

Center; getting feedback benefits writers at all skill levels. Trained writing consultants can help 

with writing projects, multimedia projects, and oral presentations. University Writi
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Basic Needs Security 

Students in personal or academic distress and/or who may be specifically experiencing 

challenges such as securing food or difficulty navigating campus resources, and who believe this 

may affect their performance in the course, are encouraged to contact the Dean of Students 

Office (deanofstudents@slu.edu or 314-977-9378) for
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Bereavement 

Official notification from the Dean of Students or Academic Dean.  

Upon request to and approval by the Dean of Students Office, students shall be given up 

to five (5) consecutive days (not including weekends or holidays) of excused absence for 

bereavement. 

 

Students will be expected to complete assigned readings before the next dayôs class, participate 

in class discussions and prepare for case studies. Students should be aware of how politics affects 

their everyday lives. Most of the time, the instructor will begin class by asking ñwhat is the 

latest?ò The idea is to allow you express yourself on what you have observed or read about 

politics at the local, state, national or international level. Your participation efforts at this level 

will be recorded toward class participation points.  

 

As part of class participation, during the last week of the semester students will be 

reminded to complete an on-line course evaluation. Students will be notified when screens 

will be accessible for students to submit the evaluation. 

 

Students are reminded that this document is subject to revision(s) where necessary. 

 

V1. EVALUATION 

 

A. Methods 

 

Quizzes, class participation, midterm and final examinations will be used in 

evaluating the performance of students. 

 

1. Students will be required to take the mid-semester and the final 

examinations. 

2. Students are required to take all examinations as scheduled.  Exams are 

primarily short essay questions. Exams are not cumulative, that is, only the 

material since the last exam is included. Class participation will be 

determined by your constructive contributions to class discussions, 

questions and answers. Also, you will be expected to participate in group 

discussions. There will be two quizzes.  

 

 Grading Scale and Distribution of Points 

1. Quizzes ééééé  é.  10 

2. Mid-Semester Exam . . ..   40 

3. Final Exam . . . . . . . . . . . . 40 

4. Class Participation éé... 10 

 



Below 65 = F 

NOTE:  Final grades will not be changed unless there is an error in computation. 

 

 COURSE OUTLINE 

  

Aug. 23 Course Overview 

 

Aug. 25 Africa: Introduction 

                        Why Study African Politics? 

  Readings: Englebert & Dunn. Chap 1, pp. 1-6 

 

  COLONIALISM AND THE AFRICAN EXPERIENCE 

 

Aug. 28, 30, Sep. 1   The Colonial Heritage 

1. Definition of Colonialism 

2. Why Europe Colonized Africa 

a. To Gather Scientific Knowledge 

b. European Ethnocentrism 

    c.    Political 

       d.   Economic 

Readings:  Khapoya, pp. 99-111 

        Schraeder, pp. 57-62 

           Englebert & Dunn, Chap 2 pp. 17-27 

Study Questions: 

1. What type of political institutions existed in Africa before the coming of the 

Europeans? How were they organized? 

2. What were the myths perpetrated by the Europeans about pre-colonial Africa? 

3. Can you give examples to debunk some of the myths? 



Africa before the advent of European invasion of Africa. What were they? 

3. How did British experiences in India influence its administrative style in Africa? 

4. 

https://vimeo.com/showcase/1965726/video/37752706
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