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American Political Systems 
Political Science 1150-01 

Fall 2021 
 
Steven Rogers Class time: MWF 9:00am �² 9:50am  
Email: steven.rogers@slu.edu  Class Location: McGannon 262 
Office/Student Question Hours: Book Appointment Online 
 

About this Course 
This class is an introductory survey course of the political science American Politics subfield. By the 
end of this course, you should be familiar with some fundamental debates and works within 
American political science research. The first half of this class focuses on political institutions. Here, 
we will study how political elites act within the American political system to achieve their goals. The 
second half of the class focuses on political behavior. Here, we will focus on how voters develop and 
act upon their political opinions. Theories of politics and political behavior can help us interpret and 
explain contemporary politics, so we will keep a collective eye on events in Washington throughout 
the course

, and judicial institutions. 
2. To understand the theoretical underpinnings of research focusing on political behavior, focusing on 

public opinion, partisanship, and elections. 
3. Students will acquire conceptual tools and methodologies to analyze and understand their social 

world. With these tools, they will be able to act in their world more effectively and become forces for 

mailto:steven.rogers@slu.edu
https://calendly.com/smrogers/office-hours
https://www.slu.edu/provost/university-undergraduate-core/core-student-learning-outcomes.php
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Additionally, the Core Component-level Student Learning Outcomes are listed below: 
 

Component-level Student Learning Outcomes 
Students who complete this course will be able to: 

�x Understand a range of social or behavioral theories and principles 
�x Use these theories and principles to acquire knowledge about individual, cultural, political, 

economic, or social events/processes 
�x Describe competing paradigms of knowledge (from the dominant discipline or field) 
�x Draw reasoned conclusions through the use of evidence and theories 
�x Apply social and behavioral knowledge to better understand contemporary issues and 

challenges 
 

Course Requirements  
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This class will briefly review some of the formal procedures of how the American government works (e.g., 
steps in how a bill becomes a law). It is assumed that students have a basic understanding of these processes 
from POLS 1100, AP American Government, or a strong high school civics class. If you are less familiar with 
how the American government works, the following book provides excellent explanations of many key 
concepts in the course. The course outline specifies suggested Chapters or sections to read for each topic. 
 

Kernell, Samuel, Gary C. Jacobson, Thad Kousser, and Lynn Vavreck. The Logic of American Politics. 
7th Edition. ISBN: 9781483319841 

 
Course Outline 

 

The following listing of topics outlines the subjects we will cover in class and the reading assignments for 
each topic. This tentative outline aims to give you an overview of the course. Professor Rogers will notify you 
throughout the semester of when you will be responsible for specific readings in class and on the Canvas 
calendar. Professor Rogers reserves the right to make changes to the syllabus as the semester progresses. You 
are responsible for any of the changes to the assigned readings. Readings on the syllabus designated as 
Kollman will be in the Kollman text, and all other readings will be available on Canvas. If you have any 
trouble accessing any of the online pieces or the Canvas calendar is not updated, 



(
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Topic 5: Representation 
❖ Learning Objectives 

�x Students will be able to 
o Define the concepts of � h́ome style,�µ���d́elegate representation,�µ and � t́rustee 

representation���µ 
o Explain how majority-minority districts promote descriptive representation but 

potentially inhibit substantive representation 
o Explain why women are less likely to run for office, according to the Gendered 

Perceptions Hypothesis 
o Identify reasons why there is (and is not) polarization in the US Congress 

❖ Readings 
�x Burke, Edmund. �´�6�S�H�H�F�K���W�R���W�K�H���(�O�H�F�W�R�U�V���R�I���%�U�L�V�W�R�O���µ in Canon (Section 21). [5 pages] 
�x Kollman 13.3�����)�R�[�����5�L�F�K�D�U�G���D�Q�G���-�H�Q�Q�L�I�H�U���/�D�Z�O�H�V�V�����´�*�H�Q�G�H�U�H�G���3�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V���D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O��

�&�D�Q�G�L�G�D�F�L�H�V�����$���&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���%�D�U�U�L�H�U���W�R���:�R�P�H�Q�·�V���(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���L�Q���(�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�O���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���µ���>�������S�D�J�H�V�@ 
�x �&�D�U�Q�H�V�����1�L�F�K�R�O�D�V�����´�0�L�O�O�L�R�Q�D�L�U�H�V���U�X�Q���R�X�U���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W�� �+�H�U�H�·�V���Z�K�\���L�W���P�D�W�W�H�U�V���µ��The Monkey Cage (2014) [4 

pages] 
�x �6�L�G�H�V�����-�R�K�Q�����´�$���Q�H�Z���H�[�S�H�U�L�P�H�Q�W���V�K�R�Z�V���K�R�Z���P�R�Q�H�\���E�X�\�V���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���µ��The Monkey Cage [4 

pages] 
�x �%�D�U�E�H�U�����0�L�F�K�D�H�O�����D�Q�G���1�R�O�D�Q���0�F�&�D�U�W�\���´�&�D�X�V�H�V���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�V�H�T�X�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���3�R�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�µ���������������� p. 19 �² 

30. [11 pages] 
�x Suggested Readings:  

o Kollman 5.2: Fenno, �5�L�F�K�D�U�G���)�����´�+�R�P�H���6�W�\�O�H�����+�R�X�V�H���0�H�P�E�H�U�V���L�Q���7�K�H�L�U���'�L�V�W�U�L�F�W�V���µ 
o �0�L�O�O�H�U�����:�D�U�U�H�Q���(�����D�Q�G���'�R�Q�D�O�G���6�W�R�N�H�V�����´�&�R�Q�V�W�L�W�X�H�Q�F�\���,�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���L�Q���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V���µ The 

American Political Science Review. 1963. [11 pages] 
o Matthews, Dylan. �´�2�Q�H���V�W�X�G�\���H�[�S�O�D�L�Q�V���Z�K�\���L�W�·�V���W�R�X�J�K���W�R���S�D�V�V���O�L�E�H�U�D�O���O�D�Z�V���µ 
o Swers, Michele L. and Stella Rouse � D́escriptive Representation: Understanding the 

�,�P�S�D�F�W���R�I���,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���R�Q���6�X�E�V�W�D�Q�W�L�Y�H���5�H�S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���*�U�R�X�S���,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W�V�µ 
o �.�R�O�O�P�D�Q���������������*�L�O�H�Q�V�����0�D�U�W�L�Q�����´�$�I�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H���D�Q�G���,�Q�I�O�X�H�Q�F�H�����(�F�R�Q�R�P�L�F���,�Q�H�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���D�Q�G��

Political Power �L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D���µ���>�����S�D�J�H�V�@ 
o �.�R�O�O�P�D�Q���������������.�R�O�O�P�D�Q�����.�H�Q�����´�2�X�W�V�L�G�H���/�R�E�E�\�L�Q�J�����3�X�E�O�L�F���2�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���*�U�R�X�S��

�6�W�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V�µ 
❖ Questions to consider while reading: 

�x What does it mean for a representative to be a delegate? What does it mean to be a trustee? 
[Burke] 

�x What evidence do we have that Members of Congress are delegates or trustees? [Miller and 
Stokes & Matthews in suggested readings] 

�x How well does the common citizen appear to be represented by interest groups or have access to 
their Members of Congress? [Sides] 

�x What reasons do Barber and McCarty rule out as causes for Congressional polarization? [Barber 
and McCarty] 
 

❖ Accompanying Kernell, Jacobson, Kousser, and Vavreck Reading 
�x Chapter 6 (Focus on p. 219 �² 225; 231 �² 234) 
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Topic 9: Partisanship & Polarization 
❖ Learning Objectives 

�x Students will be able to 
o Identify and describe the three schools of partisanship 
o Define cross pressures, the perceptual screen, and the running tally 
o Describe the stages of � śorting�µ in regard to the topic of partisanship 

❖ Readings 
o �+�H�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����0�D�U�N�����´�3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G���3�R�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�µ���L�Q���%�H�U�L�Q�V�N�\�����&�K�D�S�W�H�U���������>�������S�D�J�H�V�@ 
o �.�R�O�O�P�D�Q���������������&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O�����$�Q�J�X�V���H�W���D�O�����´�7�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���9�R�W�H�U�����$�Q���$�E�U�L�G�J�P�H�Q�W�µ���>�����S�D�J�H�V�@ 
o �.�R�O�O�P�D�Q�������������0�D�V�R�Q�����/�L�O�O�L�D�Q�D���´�8�Q�F�L�Y�L�O���$�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W�����+�R�Z���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���%�H�F�D�P�H���R�X�U���,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���µ [12 

pages] 
o Suggested Readings:  

o Political Polarization in the American Public. Pew Research Center 2014 
o �)�L�R�U�L�Q�D�����0�R�U�U�L�V�����´�$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�V���K�D�Y�H���Q�R�W���E�H�F�R�P�H���P�R�U�H���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O�O�\���S�R�O�D�U�L�]�H�G���µ��The 

Monkey Cage. 2014 
❖ Questions to consider while reading: 

�x How polarized is the American public? [Hetherington; Fiorina] 
�x What is sorting? How does it happen? [Hetherington; Fiorina] 
�x �+�R�Z���F�D�Q���´�H�Q�G�X�U�L�Q�J���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���F�R�P�P�L�W�P�H�Q�W�V�µ���V�K�D�S�H���´�D�W�W�L�W�X�G�H�V���W�R�Z�D�U�G�V���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���R�E�M�H�F�W�V�"�µ��

[Campbell] 
�x How are identities (and cross-�F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���L�G�H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V�����L�P�S�R�U�W�D�Q�W���I�R�U���0�D�V�R�Q�·�V���D�U�J�X�P�H�Q�W���D�E�R�X�W��

partisanship and anger? [Mason] 
 

❖ Accompanying Kernell, Jacobson, Kousser, and Vavreck Reading 
�x Chapter 10: 408 �² 410 
�x Chapter 12: 514 - 525 
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Topic 10: Electoral Behavior and Institutions 
❖ 
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Topic 11: Groups and Self Interest  
❖ Learning Objectives 

o Students will be able to 
▪ Define minimal group theory, social identity theory, black utility heuristic, and 

linked fate 
▪ Describe the evidence White provides to show the extent to which political 

behavior is shaped by � ĺinked fate�µ or the � b́lack utility heuristic�µ as compared to 
self-interest 

▪ Understand why rural voters feel � ŕesentment���µ according to Kathy Cramer 
▪ Explain what predicted support of the Bush tax cut, according to Bartels 

❖ Readings 
o Kollman 9.4: �&�U�D�P�H�U�����.�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�����´�7�K�H���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���R�I���5�H�V�H�Q�W�P�H�Q�W�����5�X�U�D�O���&�R�Q�V�F�L�R�X�V�Q�H�V�V���L�Q��

Wisconsin and the Rise of Scott Walker. [27 pages] 
o White, Ismail, Chryl Laird, and Troy Allen. �´�6�H�O�O�L�Q�J���2�X�W�"�����7�K�H���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���R�I���1�D�Y�L�J�D�W�L�Q�J��

Conflicts between Racial Group Interest and Self-�,�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���µ��American Political Science Review. 
104(4): 783-800. [17 pages] 

o �%�D�U�W�H�O�V�����/�D�U�U�\�����´�+�R�P�H�U���*�H�W�V���D���7�D�[���&�X�W�µ���&�K�D�S�W�H�U�������L�Q��Unequal Democracy. [31 pages] 
o Suggested Readings:  

▪ �'�D�Z�V�R�Q�����0�L�F�K�D�H�O�����´�1�R�W���L�Q���2�X�U���/�L�I�H�W�L�P�H�V�����7�K�H���)�X�W�X�U�H���R�I���%�O�D�F�N���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�V���µ�� 
▪ �0�F�&�O�H�R�G�����6�D�X�O�����´�6�R�F�L�D�O���,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\���7�K�H�R�U�\�µ 





https://www.slu.edu/provost/policies/academic-and-course/policy_academic-integrity_6-26-2015.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/provost/policies/academic-and-course/policy_academic-integrity_6-26-2015.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/provost/policies/academic-and-course/policy_academic-integrity_6-26-2015.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/human-resources/pdfs/policies/americans-disabilities-act-policy.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php
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2021-2022 Mandatory Syllabus Statement on In-Person Class Attendance and 
Participation 
 
The health and well-�E�H�L�Q�J���R�I���6�/�8�·�V���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V�����V�W�D�I�I�����D�Q�G���I�D�F�X�O�W�\���D�U�H���F�U�L�W�L�F�D�O��concerns, as is the quality of our 
learning environments.  Accordingly, the following University policy statements on in-person class attendance 
are designed to preserve and advance the collective health and well-being of our institutional constituencies 
and to create the conditions in which all students have the opportunity to learn and successfully complete 
their courses. 
 

1. Students who exhibit any potential COVID-19 symptoms (those that cannot be attributed to some 
other medical condition the students are known to have, such as allergies, asthma, etc.) shall absent 
themselves from any in-person class attendance or in-person participation in any class-related activity 
until they have been evaluated by a qualified medical official.  Students should contact the University 
Student Health Center for immediate assistance.   

2. Students (whether exhibiting any of potential COVID-19 symptoms or not, and regardless of how 
they feel) who are under either an isolation or quarantine directive issued by a qualified health official 
must absent themselves from all in

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-health/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-health/index.php
https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-procedures/attendance/
https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-procedures/attendance/
https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-procedures/attendance/
mailto:accessibility_disability@slu.edu
tel:314.977.3484
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If you speak with a faculty member about an incident that involves a Title IX matter, that faculty member 
�P�X�V�W���Q�R�W�L�I�\���6�/�8�·�V���7�L�W�O�H���,�;���&�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U���D�Q�G���V�K�D�U�H���W�K�H basic facts of your experience. This is true even if 
you ask the faculty member not to di

mailto:anna.kratky@slu.edu
http://www.lighthouse-services.com/slu
https://www.slu.edu/about/safety/sexual-assault-resources/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel
https://www.slu.edu/about/safety/sexual-assault-resources/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/university-writing-services/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/university-writing-services/index.php

