POLS 1600 Introduction to International Politics

Fall 2021

MWF 10:0610:50 am,Spring Hall 141

Professor Matthew Nanesnatthew.nanes@slu.edu
Office Hours: Monday41-12 andby appointment

CourseDescription and Goals

This class introduces students to the systematic study of international pOliticszerarching question is

how actorszcountries, NGOs, muHnational corporationsnternational organizations, etginteract

with one another in the modeworld. We will focus on the way that anarchy in the international system,

or WKH DEVH@RARHOBIIJIRYHUQPHQW ~ VK /8 WiNexpl dtetheHoreignvp dlidied® 6fW L R Q V
several world powers and apply both classic and innovative théomesitemporary events

The class is aimed towards students wwithimal background irpolitical scierce coursework but a
healthy interest in international politicEhere are no prerequisites, and | encousdgdents of all majors
to enroll.

By the end of the course, students will be able to:
x Identify key actors in the international system
x Differentiaie between domestic politics and international politics, and especially the way that
anarchy in the international system causes actors to behave differently
x Apply existing theories of politics to contemporary events in order to (a) expf@inhas already
happened, and (b) predict what might happen next
x Effectively communicate complex ideas about politics verbally and in writing

Attendance Policy:

Attendance and active participation asgected at every class session. Throughout the semester, you will
participate in activities, simulations, discussions, and short written assignments. If you are absent for a
reason that isothunforeseeablandunavoidableyou will be allowed to make up the assignment if
possible, otherwise you will be exempt from grade. Missed assignments due to unexcused absences

theseitemsclearly and effectively.
1. READING QUESTIONS +15%. Thesetakehome assignmentseadesigned to ensure that you
have completed the assigned reading and are prefosreldss They are opeibook, but you
must work aloneYour responses are due before the start of class in which we discuss the relevant
reading, and they cannot be turnedate. If you miss an assignment due teaousedbsence,
you will be exempt from the grade.
2. CLASS PARTICIPATION £15%. All students are expected to contribute talass discussions
in a thoughtful mannei¥our performancen the two debates as Wak allin-class activities is
included in this category.
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Student Success Center

3n recognition that people learn in a variety of ways and that learning is influenced by multiple factors
(e.g., prior experience, study skills, learning disability), resesito support student success are available
on campus. The Student Success Center assists students with acgetiedcservices and is located in
the Busch Student Center (Suite, 331). Students can viStildent Success Centerlearn more about
tutoring services, university writing services, disability services, and academic coaching.

University Writing Services

Students are encouraged to take advantage of University Writing Services in the Student Success Center;
getting feedback benefits weits at all skill levels. Trained writing consultants can help with writing

projects, multimedia projects, and oral presentations. University Writing Services offars-one

consultations that address everything from brainstorming and developing ideafing strong

sentences and documenting sources. For more informatiortheiSitudent Success Centarcall the

Student Success Center at 2I4-3484."

Basic Needs Security

Students in personal or academic distress and/or who may be speafipediyencing challenges such

as securing food or difficulty navigating campus resources, and who believe this may affect their
performance in the course, are encouraged to contact the Dean of Students Office
(deanofstudents@slu.eou314977-9378) for support. Furthermore, please notify the instructor if you
are comfortable in doing so, as this will enable them to assist you with finding the resources you may
need.

Module 1: Interests,Interactions, and Institutions (and Introduction)
By the end of this unit, students will
x ldentify whether any phenomenon in international relations is an interest, interaction, or
institution.
x Explain the significance of major turning points in the histirinternational politics since 1500.
X Accurately describe anarchy as the central defining feature of international politics.

Wednesday 8/2%Course Intro

Friday 827: World History, 15001948
X Reading: FLS Introduction and Chapter 1: What Shaped Our Wuor223

Monday8/30 World History, 194&019ish
X Reading: FLS Introduction and Chapter 1: What Shaped Our Wor?39

Wednesda@/1L: Interests, Interactions, and Institutions
X Reading: F
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X Reading Qs for Chapter 2 due before class

Friday 9/10: Current Events
X +RPHZRUN 7KH 7KUHH ,fV LQ <RXU /LIH GXH YLD &DQYD)\

Module 2: Causes of War
By the end of this unistudents will:
x Describe war as a bargaining failure, and why the occurrence of war is somewhat surprising.
Xx ,GHQWLI\ DQG H[SODLQ WKH SRVVLEOH UHDVRQV ZK\ SUDWLRQ
x Explain the role of anarchy in war
X Apply rationalist theories of war toeHraq Wars, Falklands War, and Six Day War

Monday 9/B: The Bargaining Model of War
X FLS Chapter 3: Why are there Wap388103

Wednesday 9A: Credibility and Communication
X FLS Chapter 3: Why are there Waps2103117

Friday 947: Commitment Problems
X FLS Chapter 3: Why are there Waps218135
x Reading Qs for Chapter 3 due before class

Monday 9/®: Case Studies on the Causes of War

Wednesday 9/2 Domestic Interests and International War
X FLS Chapter 4: Domestic Politics awr pages 138168
x Reading Qs for Chapter 4 due before the start of class

Friday 9/2: Civil War
x FLS Chapter 6: Violence by Netate Actors: Civil War and Terrorism 236268
x +RPHZRUN :DU DV D 3ULVRQHUTYfV 'LOHPPD

Monday 927: Terrorism
X FLS Chapter 6: Violence by Ne8tate Actors: Civil War and Terrorisp1 268291
x Reading Qs for Chapter 6 due before the start of class

Module 3: Preventing War

By the end of this unit, students will:
X Provide possible solutions to prevent bisiierstate and civil war
X Analyze the role of international institutions in preventing war
x Explain the relationship between democracy and interstate war

Wednesda®/29 The Democratic Peace
X FLS Chapter 4: Domestic Politics and \WWad 68183

Friday 101: NO CLASS (APSA)

Monday 104: The GreaDonutWar
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Wednesday 18!/ The Politics oMoney
x FLS 9: International Monetary Relatiops410-412, 415
X Reading Qs for Chapter 9 due before class
X :DWFK 3&1%& &XUUHQF\ ODQLSXODWLRQ"
X Eurozone case study (in class)

Friday 11b: US-China Trade War Debate (in class)
X HW: Turn in writeup ofdebate prep

Module 5: Laws, Norms, and Development
By the end of this unit, students will:
x Distinguish between laws, treaties, and norms.
x Explain why some minimal level of international law is necessary in a globalized world.
x Evaluate the argumeW KDW 3JOREDO KXPDQ ULJKWV  DUH OLWWOH PRU
X Propose how human rights may be protected in the absence of international enforcement.

Monday 118: Development
x FLS 10: Development: Causes of the Wealth and Poverty of Ngtikins)

Wednesday 110: International Law
X FLS 11: International Law and Norms462474

Friday 11/2: Norms
x FLS 11: International Law and Norrps 475495

Monday 11/5: Human Rights |
X FLS 12: Human Rightp. 498519

Wednesday 11/7: Human Rights Il
x FLS 12:Human Rightg. 520538
x Reading Qs for Chapter 12 due before class

Friday 1119: Human Rights Debate (in class)
X HW: Turn in writeup of debate prep

Module 6: The Environment and Beyond
By the end of this unit, students will:
X Analyze politicalopposition to environmental protection laws. What are the interests of those
who seek to prevent environmental protection?
x ([SODLQ WKH FRQFHSW RI SHIWHUQDOLWLHV" DQG DSSO\ LW W
X Engage with both sides of the argurm#rat environmental protection places a disproportionate
burden on developing countries.
x Apply the concept ofollective actiorproblems to a variety of political challenges, including
protecting the environment.

Monday 1122: The Politics ofClimate Change
X FLS 13: The Environment. 540-570

Wednesday 124 ™NO CLASS(Thanksgiving)
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Friday 1126 tNO CLASS(Thanksgiving)

Monday11/29 Solutions to Climate Change
x FLS 13: The Environmemt. 570-581
X Reading Qs for Chapter 13 due before class

Wednesday 12/ Save the planet (group activity in class)

Friday 128: Nuclear Proliferation
X FLS 14: Challenges to the Global Orge584605

Monday 12/6 Group presentations
X Turn in writeup of group project

Wednesday 2/8
X FLS 14: Challenges to ti@lobal Ordemp. 606635 (skim)
X Reading Qs for Chapter 14 due before class

Friday12/1Q Exam review and vap-up
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