Methods in Political Science
Political Science2000

Fall 2021
Steven Rogers Classroom: McGannon 118l
Office: McGannon Hall 135 Class time: MWF11:00am? 11:50am
Email: steven.rogers@slu.edu Lab Time: Tuesday, 4:1525:30pm
Office Hours: Book Appointment Online Lab Time: Tuesday, 5:4527:00pm

Course Description
This course provides an overview of research methods in Political Science. Unlike most political science
courses, this class does not concentrate on a particular subject area, country, or political era. Instead, it covers
how political scientists go about systematically investigating politics. This course will increase your
understanding of political science and help you build skill sets that apply to political science and non-political
science courses (and beyond the classroom). The course is organized into three related parts to understand
the process of political science research, research designs employed by social scientists, and theory testing.

Learning Objectives
1. To understand how to apply the scientific method to questions in social science, with a focus on theory-
building and hypothesis testing.
2. To understand how to construct a research design to evaluate theories of politics systematically.

Course Requirements

Tests
There will be three tests in this course in addition to a lab quiz. Tests will be in-class, closed-book, and
closed-note. The purpose of these exams is to test both your factual and conceptual understanding of course
material. Tests will consist of various question types that may include: multiple choice, definition recall, short
answer, short essay, and mathematical computation.

Papers
There will be three main written assignments in the course. For these assignments, you will choose one of
two political science research topics. The first topic focuses on politics outside of the United States and
addresses gender quotas in legislative electionsese assignments, you will
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% ShortLiterature Review The short literature review is a 3 24 page paper that reviews each of the eight
scholarly works from the long literature review in addition to two other, newly identified scholarly works.
The purpose of the short literature review is to understand better how to conciselyconvey to readers
prior research findings and shortcomings. A draft of this paper will be due October 29 for peer review.
The final draft is dueNovember 8

% Research DesignThe research design isa5 27 page paper. This paper should outline a theory,
hypothesis, and how you will test your hypothesis to address an identified shortcoming in previous
research on your chosen topic. A draft of this paper will be due the week of November 22 for peer
review. The final draft is dueDecember 10

Homework, Problem Sets and Quizzes:
Problem sets and quizzes will be completed in-class, in-lab, and as homework. Quizzes can take place both
in-class (sometimes in the form of Pop Quizzes) and on Canvas. All assignments will be due by the
beginning of class or lab period unless otherwise specified. You will only be able to make up an in-class
assignment (e.g., lab assignment) if your absence is excused.

Attendance
Students are expected to attend lectures, complete the readings, and contribute to class discussion, but
attendance is not required due to public health safety. If unable to attend a lecture, Professor Rogers will
make an honest effort to post recorded lectures to Canvas. It, however,1.04 n912 0 612 792 reW* n1 e00000912 0 612 792
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Course Outline

The following outlines the tentative class schedule and lab schedule for the course. Content covered in classes that
meet Monday, Wednesday, and Friday is divided up into three sections. We will start with Topic 1 in Section A and
proceed sequentially. I will notify you throughout the semester of when you will be responsible for specific readings in
class and on the Canvas calendar. | reserve the right to make changes to the syllabus as the semester progresses. You
are responsible for any of the changes to the assigned readings. All of the articles and readings on the syllabus will be
available on Canvas. If you have any trouble accessing any of the online pieces or the Canvas calendar is not updated,
please let Professor Rogers know as soon as possible.

Content covered in the lab section will follow the calendar listed on the final page of this syllabus.

Section A: The Scientific Method

Topic 1:Political Science as a Science
Kellstedt Chapter 1
1 Smith, Rogers. 6 KRXOG :H ODNH 3ROLWLFDO 6FLHQFH ORBXPoRitalD 6 FLHQF
Science and Politics. 2002.

1
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Section C: Statistical Inference &.ab
The following lists textbook readings for each lab.

¥, Week of August 302 SLU Library Resources

¥, Week of Sepgmber6 2Introduction to STATA

¥, Week of Sepgmber13 2Measures ofCentral Tendency
0 Kellstedt, p. 130 2141

¥, Week of Sepgmber20- Probabilities and Distributions
0 Kellstedt, Chapter 7

¥, Week of Sepgmber27 2Z-Scores
¥, Week of Ocbber 4 2PeerReviewof Paper 1Draft

¥, Week of Ocbber 11 2Hypothesis Testing andZ-Tests
0 Kellstedt, p. 161 - 166

¥, Week of Ocbber 18 2Hypothesis Testing andT-Tests
0 Kellstedt, p. 173 - 178

¥, Week of Ocbber 25- Measures of Association and Correlation
0 Kellstedt, p. 178 2184

¥, Week of Novemberl 2Ordinary Least Squares? Bivariate Regression
0 Kellstedt, p. 188 2196

¥ Week of November8 2Lab Quiz

¥, Week of November15- Ordinary Least Squares? Multiple Regression
0 Kellstedt, p. 196 2199
0 Kellstedt, p. 215 - 225

v. Week of Nowember22 2 Peer Review of Paper 3
o0 Peer review will be on Zoom due to Thanksgiving

¥, Week of Nowvember29 2Multiple Regression Review

¥, Week of De@mber4 2Lab / Class Review
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University Policies

Academic Integrity

Academic integrity is honest, truthful and responsible conduct in all academic endeavors. The mission of Saint Louis University is

"WKH SXUVXLW RI WUXWK IRU WKH JUHDWHU JORU\ RI *RG DQG IRU W
demean and compromise the corporate endeavors of
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online at http://www.lighthouse-services.com/slu. 7R YLHZ 6/8-V SROLFLHVY DQG IRU UHVRXL
web addresses: https://www.slu.edu/about/safety/sexual-assault-resources/index.php and
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel.

,03257%17 83'$7( 6/8-V 7LWOH ,; 3BROLF\ IRUPHUO\ FDO Osigrificatit H 6 H[ X |
revised to adhere to a new federal law governing Title IX that was released on May 6, 2020. Please take a moment to

review the new policy and information at the following web address: https://www.slu.edu/about/safety/sexual-assault-
resources/index.php. Please contact Anna Kratky, the Title IX Coordinator, with any questions or concerns.

Student Success Center

In recognition that people learn in a variety of ways and that learning is influenced by multiple factors (e.g., prior
experience, study skills, learning disability), resources to support student success are available on campus. The Student
Success Center assists students with academic-related services. Students create an appointment with the Student
Success Center to learn more about tutoring services, university writing services, disability services, and academic
coaching. For more information visit: https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/index.php

University Writing Services

Students are encouraged to take advantage of University Writing Services in the Student Success Center; getting
feedback benefits writers at all skill levels. Trained writing consultants can help with writing projects, multimedia
projects, and oral presentations. University Writing Services offers one-on-one consultations that address everything
from brainstorming and developing ideas to crafting strong sentences and documenting sources. For more
information, visit https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/university-writing-
services/index.php or call the Student Success Center at 314-977-3484.
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