
Political Science 2000
Methods in Political Science

MWF 12:00-12:50
W Lab1 - 4:15-5:30 & Lab 2 - 5:45-7:00

McGannon Hall, Room 118L

Professor Information

Morgan L.W. Hazelton, J.D., Ph.D.

Email: morgan.hazelton@slu.edu

The best way to reach me is by email. I endeavor to be attentive to emails and generally
will respond within 8 hours during on weekdays (during waking hours) and within 24 hours
on weekends.

O�ce: McGannon 153

O�ce Phone: 314.977.5169

O�ce Hours: Mon., 2:00 to 3:00; Wed., 2:30 to 3:30; or, by appointment.https://slu.
zoom.us/j/97529061115?pwd=TENQSjVlcFNvanphWkpvQTFlNGlBdz09

Course Description

Catalog Description

Behaviorist-traditionalist dichotomy, the nature of science, application of scienti�c methods,
quanti�cation of political phenomena, function of theory and theory building, surveys and
computers.
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Additional Description

How powerful is the Supreme Court? Are parliamentary systems more representative of
voter's preferences than presidential systems? How do demographic features in
uence how
individuals participate in the political process? How do institutional rules in
uence which
legislation is passed by Congress? In this class we will consider how one would go about
answering such questions. In doing so, you will learn about a variety of approaches, includ-
ing qualitative and quantitative methods. Theoretical and ethical concerns will guide our
inquiries into empirical methods. You will learn to use statistical software and analyze data.
Additionally, you will hone your skills regarding research design.

Learning Outcomes & Course Objectives

• integrate knowledge from multiple disciplines to address complex questions

- recognize the pervasiveness and myriad forms of mathematics and/or statistics
which have aided in human and humane progress

- develop, plan, and defend appropriate methodological means to answer
meaningful questions related to Political Science.

• assess evidence and draw reasoned conclusions

- consume empirical evidence in a sophisticated manner, including ability to identify
methodological shortcomings.

• communicate e�ectively in writing, speech, and visual media

- communicate e�ectively in mathematical and/or statistical ways by forming
arguments and conveying results obtained through the application of
quantitative tools

• understand the role of empirical research in the �eld of Political Science.

- understand the role of theory in empirical research.

- identify and describe major qualitative and quantitative approaches to the study
of Political Science.

- assess strengths and weaknesses of the major qualitative and quantitative
approaches to the study of Political Science.

• discern the ethical concerns regarding research and means of addressing such concerns.

• carry out analyses using relevant software.
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Course Materials

Textbooks:

1. BAG - Baglione, Lisa A. 2019. Writing a Research Paper in Political Science: A
Practical Guide to Inquiry, Structure, and Methods (4th Ed.). Washington, D.C.: CQ
Press.

2. EPA - Pollock, Philip H. III. 2019. The Essentials of Political Analysis (6th Ed.).
Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.

3. SCPA - Pollock, Philip H. III. 2018. A STATA Companion to Political Analysis (4th
Ed.). Washington, D.C.: CQ Press.

Electronic Reserves (http://eres.slu.edu/ ) - Password: Methods2021

1. CCEI - Aberbach, Joel D. and Bert A. Rockman. 2002. \Conducting and Coding Elite
Interviews." PS: Political Science and Politics Vol. 35(4): 673-676.

2. CH- Druckman, James N., Donald P. Green, James H. Kuklinski, and Arthur Lupia.
2001. \Introduction: Experimentation in Political Science," in Cambridge Handbook
of Experimental Political Science. Cambridge University Press. Pages 1-12.

3. CR - Verba, Sidney. 1996. \The Citizen as Respondent: Sample Surveys and American
Democracy." American Political Science Review 90(1): 1-7.

4. DSI - King, Gary, Robert O. Keohane, and Sidney Verba. 1994. Excerpt from Ch.
1, Designing Social Inquiry: Scienti�c Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton
University Press.

5. RR - Mansbridge, Jane. 2003. \Rethinking Representation."American Political
Science Review 97(4): 515-528.

Online

1. BR. The Belmont Report. https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/sites/default/files/the-belmont-report-508c_
FINAL.pdf .

2. CFR. 45 Code of Federal Regulation, Part 46, Subparts A-D.https://www.ecfr.gov/
cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=83cd09e1c0f5c6937cd9d7513160fc3f&pitd=20180719&
n=pt45.1.46&r=PART&ty=HTML

3. PB - Scott, Dylan. 2014. \Profs Bumble Into Big Legal Trouble After Election Exper-
iment Goes Way Wrong." Talking Points Memo. https://talkingpointsmemo.com/
dc/montana-election-mailer-state-seal-stanford-dartmouth-professors

4. QHQD- Vannette, David L. The Qualtrics Handbook of Question Design. https://
success.qualtrics.com/rs/542-FMF-412/images/Handbook_Question_Design.pdf .
(You will need to enter contact information.)

5. WPS - Drezner, Daniel W. 2014. \When Political Scientists
Practice Experimental Political Science." The Washington Post.

3

http://eres.slu.edu/
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/sites/default/files/the-belmont-report-508c_FINAL.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/ohrp/sites/default/files/the-belmont-report-508c_FINAL.pdf
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=83cd09e1c0f5c6937cd9d7513160fc3f&pitd=20180719&n=pt45.1.46&r=PART&ty=HTML
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=83cd09e1c0f5c6937cd9d7513160fc3f&pitd=20180719&n=pt45.1.46&r=PART&ty=HTML
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/retrieveECFR?gp=&SID=83cd09e1c0f5c6937cd9d7513160fc3f&pitd=20180719&n=pt45.1.46&r=PART&ty=HTML
https://talkingpointsmemo.com/dc/montana-election-mailer-state-seal-stanford-dartmouth-professors
https://talkingpointsmemo.com/dc/montana-election-mailer-state-seal-stanford-dartmouth-professors
https://success.qualtrics.com/rs/542-FMF-412/images/Handbook_Question_Design.pdf
https://success.qualtrics.com/rs/542-FMF-412/images/Handbook_Question_Design.pdf


https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2014/10/28/
when-political-scientists-practice-experimental-political-science

Other materials (such as handouts) will be provided via Canvas.

Requirements and Evaluation

Class Participation & Attendance

Preparation & Discussion

Students are expected to be prepared to discuss the assigned materials every class. Discussion
is an essential part of the learning process during which we deepen our understanding of the
material, draw conceptual connections, and apply theoretical and legal frameworks to new
scenarios. You are expected to be prepared to discuss the assigned materials every class.
Students will be graded on their participation based on well reasoned answers, taking part in
conversations, thoughtfulness in comments, and active listening. Disagreement and debate is
a part of healthy intellectual discourse, and is strongly encouraged. Students must, however,
remain civil with and respectful to all members of the class at all times.

Absences

Class participation is an essential part of this class, and, thus, your attendance is very
important. If you must miss class for a legitimate reason, such as illness, family emergency,
or University-sponsored activity, you should contact me via email as soon as possible (which
means at least one hour before the missed class whenever possible). Given the current
circumstances, I will be inclined to grant all reasonable requests. The most important factor
is communicating to me your need for an excuse. If you have more than two unexcused
absences, your class participation grade, which isworth 10% of your �nal grade, will be
lowered by 2% for each additional day. For example, if you have three total unexcused
absences, your class participation grade will be no more than 0% (of the total 10%) and your
overall grade in the class can be no more than 90%.

Distance Education Etiquette

Your actions in distance education contexts are just as important as in on-ground, face-to-
face educational contexts - and sometimes require additional attention and commitment, as
some distance education technologies might be less familiar to us. Accordingly, all students
are expected to follow the guidelines below:
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Synchronous Video Contexts (Zoom, etc.)

• Mute your microphone when you are not speaking. Remember to \un-mute" yourself
just prior to speaking. Identify yourself when you begin speaking.

• Expect a few seconds of delay in getting a response from the instructor or another
class member to a question; wait before repeating your question or assuming it was
not heard.

• If possible, position your camera such that your video feed does not capture too much
of your surroundings or other activity/sound from your home/location. Be conscious
of posters, art, or other surroundings that others might �nd o�ensive or inappropriate
for an educational context.

• Use the \Raise Hand" and \Chat" (or similar) features of your video-conferencing tool.
This limits verbal interruptions and the confusion generated when multiple people try
to speak at once.

• Just as in an on-ground, face-to-face class, limit side conversations, multi-tasking (on
your computer or otherwise), and use of your cellphone.

• Temporarily turn o� your video feed and mute your microphone when engaged in any
non-class conversation or activity.

• Respect and be attentive to the diversity of your classmates and instructor. Before
communicating, consider your message in the context of the class' diversity in race,
ethnicity, religion, disabilities, gender, sexual orientation, age, social class, marital
status, geography, etc. Consider the diversity you can see or know - as well as that
you cannot.

• Remember that video-based class sessions (including chat transcripts) may be recorded
and retrieved for later viewing.

Non-Video & Asynchronous Contexts (Canvas, Canvas, Online Chats, Discussion Boards,
etc.)

• When using the \Chat" or \Discussion Board" (or similar) features of your course man-
agement system, remember that your course-related communications to the instructor
or other students should be considered \professional" (they are not like texts to your
friends). Remember that course context and all related written work - including chat
and discussion board transcripts - can be recorded and retrieved.

• Be cautious when using humor or sarcasm; without the context of facial expressions or
other body language, your tone or intent could be missed or misunderstood by others.

• Respect and be attentive to the diversity of your classmates and instructor. Before
communicating, consider your message in the context of the class' diversity in race,
ethnicity, religion, disabilities, gender, sexual orientation, age, social class, marital
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