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Professor: Robert Cropf, PhD 
Office: 154 McGannon Hall 
Email: robert.cropf@slu.edu 
Phone: (314)977-3936 or cell (314) 605-2499 
Office Hours: Wednesday 2:00-4:00 or by appointment 
  
Course Description 
 
Politics and government at the national level receives the lion’s share of media 
attention leaving sub-national governments to feel like the forgotten stepchildren of 
American politics. However, in recent years, it has been states, like California and 
Ohio,  and some local governments, that have taken the lead in major policy areas 
including health care, criminal justice reform, drug policy, environmental policies 
and others. If you want to fully understand American politics, then you must turn 
your eyes to state and local governments. The purpose of this course is to study the 
political institutions, actors, and burning issues at the American state and local 
levels. As part of our examination, we will scrutinize federalism, political culture, 
state campaigns and elections, political parties, public policies, constitutional 
provisions, and state government branches (legislative, executive, and judicial). 
Taking an Introduction to American Politics and Government course is not 
necessary but familiarity with national politics and government helps a lot! 
 
This course provides students with an introduction to the important concepts and 
theories relating you need to know to understand sub-national governments. States 
have been described as “laboratories of democracy.” Despite general similarities in 
terms of structures, procedures, and norms, there still exists tremendous variation 
in the policies and practices of state governments. Examining state governments 
allows us to see where public policy has been successful or a failure. What works in 
one state might work in another. Effective public policy at the state level arises from 
many sources and one important source is potentially inspired from other states or 
municipalities. 
 
Required Text:  
Donovan, Todd, Daniel A. Smith, and Christopher Z. Mooney. 2015. State & Local 
Politics:  Institutions & Reform: The Essentials. 4th ed. Boston, MA. Wadsworth 
Publishing. 
 
Weekly Reading Assignments: 
 
Week 1: 1-14,1-16, 1-18 (Introduction and Ch.1)  
Week 2: no class (1-21), 1-23, 1-25 (Chapter 2) 
Week 3: 1-28, 1-30, 2-1 (Chapter 3) 
 
Week 4: 2-4, 2-6, 2-8 (Chapter 4) 
Week 5: 2-11, 2-13, 2-15 (Chapter 5) 
Week 6: 2-18, 2-20, 2-22 (Chapter 6) 
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Letter Grade          Percentage 

A                                 93-100             

A-                                90-92           

B+                               87-89            

B                                 83-86            

B-                                80-82            

C+                               77-79            

C                                 73-76            

C-                                70-72            

D                                 60-69            

F                          <60 

---------------------------------------------------- 
 

Course Administration: 

Attendance Policy: 

Your success in this course will depend on your ability to complete the daily reading 
and weekly writing and discussion assignments as well as the your ability to read 
the biography of Benjamin Franklin as if you were having a conversation with the 
author each day. (The last is just to make sure you’re paying attention!) Absence in 
three classes without a reason that is out of the control of the student will result in a 
one level drop in the final grade (i.e. illness, work conflict, medical emergency, etc.)  
 
Courtesy Expectations: 

Students will treat their classroom obligations as they would treat any serious 

professional engagement.  That includes: 

1) Preparing thoroughly for each session in accordance with the instructor’s request;  

2) Adhering to deadlines and timetables established by the instructor;  

3)
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