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2. CLASS PARTICIPATION – 15%. All students are expected to contribute to in-class discussions 

in a thoughtful manner. This grading category includes your participation in any in-class 

activities.  

3. RESPONSE PAPERS (take home) – 40%. Two papers worth 20% each. Synthesize a set of 
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2/20 – Rationality of Suicide Terrorism 

 Hoffman (2003), “The Logic of Suicide Terrorism” 

 

2/25 – Case Study: The Islamic State 

 

Who Fights? 

 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

 Identify risk factors that increase the likelihood an individual will participate in or support 

terrorism 

 Explain and differentiate several theories for why people participate in political violence 

 Map theories of terrorism onto the IRA and its actions 

 

2/27 – Backlash 

 Mitts (2016), “Anti-Muslim Hostility and Support for ISIS in the West” 

 

3/3 – Rationalist Motives 

 Kalyvas and Kocher (2007), “Free Riding in Civil Wars” 

 

3/5 – Mid-Class Review 

 

3/10 – SPRING BREAK 

3/12 – SPRING BREAK 

 

3/17 – Employment, economic well-being, and participation in conflict 

 

3/19 – Greed, Grievance, and Feasibility 

 Collier, Hoeffler, and Rohner (2009), “Beyond Greed and Grievance: Feasibility and Civil War.” 

Oxford Economic Papers 61, Pages 1-27. 

 

3/24 – Writing for Political Science 

 

3/26 – NO CLASS 

 

3/31 – Case Study: The IRA 

 BBC, History of The Troubles: http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/troubles  

 Browse the CAIN website: http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/events/index.html  

 McCann, Eamonn (2015), “The Troubles Are Back.” New York Times 

https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/05/opinion/the-troubles-are-back.html  

 Additional Reading TBA 

 

Terrorist HR 

 

By the end of this unit, students will be able to: 

 Identify several challenges that terrorist leaders face in directing subordinate members of their 

organization 

 Explain how terrorist leaders manage those challenges 

 Explain how governments can exploit those weaknesses to defeat terrorists 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/troubles
http://cain.ulst.ac.uk/events/index.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2015/10/05/opinion/the-troubles-are-back.html
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4/2 – Management Problems 

 Shapiro (2013), Terrorist’s Dilemma (Chapter 1) 

 

4/7 – Case Study: White Supremacist Terror 

 Reading TBA 

 

4/9 – HOLY THURSDAY / NO CLASS 

 

4/14 – Management Problems 

 Meronova (2019), From Freedom Fighters to Jihadists. Ch2.020554h(e)9(m)o0 1 88.944 632.5 Tm
[<00B e9am2ng TBA
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