POLS 3710and PHIL 4360
Ancient and Medieval Classics in Political Thought
Fall 2021
MWF 12:00 p.m. - 12:50p.m.

Instructor: Professor Christopher M. Duncan, Ph.D.
Office: McGannon Hall 149

Email: chris.duncan@slu.edu

Office Hours: MWEF 9:00-10:30and by @pointment.
Phone: 314977-9862

Class Meets: MWF 12:0612:50 in TBD

Course Objectives

This course is designed to introduce the student to some of the most important Western political thinkers
and idea®f the classical and medieval warlt will focus on both the individual theorists as well as the
concrete historical and political situations which they confronted through their writings. The ultimate

aims of the course are twold: First, to have the student of political thought ackiam understanding of

the theorists and ideas discussed and the alternative solutions to political problems they provided; second,
to help the student gain greater clarity about their own moral and political beliefs.

The readings assigned in the courserart easy and in many cases they presuppose a political culture and
historical context which is very different from our own. To be successful in the course and get the most
out of it the student should spend some time with the texts and assigned readingsing what the

various theorists have to say. The student should constantly sit in judgement of the writer's assertions and
conclusions. The successful student will be the one who not only masters the work at hand but moves
beyond it in developing kior her own theoretical understandings and account of political activity.

Attributes: Global Local Justicdheory, Social Science Requirement (A&S)

Required Texts*

1. The Orestes Plays of Aeschylhg Aeschylus

2.The Three Theban Playsy Sophocles

3. A Plato Reader: Eight Essential Dialogugg Plato (edited by C.D.C Reeve)

4. The Politics by Aristotle (edited by Carnes Lord)

5. Political Writings by Augustine

6. 3BROLFUDWLFXV 7KH 6WDJhd ufFsaligbiy +DQGERRN

7. TheBible (any version will suffice, though the instructor works frohe Jerusalem BEOH 5HDGHU fV
Edition)

*QOther readings will be provided electronically during the semest€fG DUH QRWHG- ZLWK WKH W
Y H U Vil tResyllabus

Requirements

Students will be expected to attend each class session with the required readings done and be prepared
and willing to participate thoughtfully in the discussions of them. Grades for the course will be
determined based on the following:

(2) Exams 300 points(150 pts. Each)
(10) Quizzes 100 pointg10 pts. each)
400 points total







Quiz 1: September 1

Il. Tragedy and Politics

- Aeschylus Seven Against Thebes
https://kosmossociety.chs.harvard.edutmmtent/uploads/2018/10/Aeschyi8svenrAgainst Thebes.pdf
- SophoclesAntigone(2 sessions)

Quiz 2: September 8

September 8September 27  Plato and The Politics of theGood
Readings:

I. The Corruption of the State

- Plato,Euthyphro, Apology, Critq2 sessions)
Quiz 3: September 13

Il. The Nature of Justice






University strives to prepare students for lives of personal and professional integrity, and therefore
regards all breaches atademidntegrity as matters of serious concern. The full University

level Academiclntegrity Policy can be found on the Provost's Office website at:
https://www.slu.edu/provost/policies/acaderaitdcourse/policy aagemicintegrity 626-2015.pdf

Disability Accommodations

Students with a documented disability who wish to request academic accommodations must formally
register their disability with the University. Once successfully registered, students also niysheiti
course instructor that they wish to use their approved accommodations in the course.

Please contact the Center for Accessibility and Disability Resources (CADR) to schedule an appointment

to discuss accommodation requests and eligibility remérgs. Most students on the St. Louis campus

will contact CADR, located in the Student Success Center and available by email at

accessibility disability@slu.edar by phone aB14.977.34840nce approved, information about a
VWXGHQWYV HOLJLELOLW)\ IRU DFDGHPLF DFFRPPRGDWLRQV ZLOO |
&$'5 DQG ZLWKLQ WKH LQVWUXFWRUTV RIILFL RDe@uméhd VH URVWHU
disability but who think they may have one also are encouraged to contact to CADR. Confidentiality will

be observed in all inquiries.
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Please contact the Center for Accessibilitg &isability Resources (CADR) to schedule an appointment

to discuss accommodation requests and eligibility requirements. Most students on the St. Louis campus

will contact CADR, located in the Student Success Center and available by email at
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VWXGHQWYTYVY HOLJLELOLW\ IRU DFDGHPLEsS®IRFRRBRYGEDHI ft6dQV ZLOO |
&$'5 DQG ZLWKLQ WKH LQVWUXFWRUYV RIILFLDO FRXUVH URVWHU
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Statement on Face Masks (2022022)

Throughout the COVIEL9 pandemic, key safeguards like face masks have allowed SLU to safely
maintain irperson learning. If public health conditions and local, state, and federal restrictions demand it,
the Universty may require that all members of our campus community wear face masks indoors.

Therefore, any time a Universitylevel face mask requirement is in effect, face masks will be
required in this class.This expectation will apply to all students and instructors, unless a medical
condition warrants an exemption from the face mask requirement (see below).

When a University-wide face mask requirement is in effectthe following will apply:

I Students whottempt to enter a classroom without wearing masks will be asked by the instructor
to put on their masks prior to entry. Students who remove their masks during a class session will
be asked by the instructor to resume wearing their masks.

f Students and ingtctors may remove their masks briefly to tak-




f  Students who do not comply with the expectation that they wear a mask in accordance with the
Universitywide face mask requirementay be subject to disciplinary actions per the rules,
regulations, and policies of Saint Louis University, including but not limited to those outlined in
the Student HandbooiNon-compliance with this policy may result in disciplinagtion, up to
and including any of the following:

0 dismissal from the course(s)
o removal from campus housing (if applicable)
0 dismissal from the University

f Toimmediately protect the health and well



4. Consistent with the



