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ST. LOUIS UNIVERSITY 

DEPT. OF :20(1¶6�$1'�*(1'(5�678',(6 

 

VIOLENCE AGAINST WOMEN 
WSTD 3800-01/POLS 3880-01 

 

Dr. Gretchen Arnold  Spring 2019 

Office: McGannon 151, tel. 314/977-2166                                                              T-Th 11-12:15 

E-mail: gretchen.arnold@slu.edu  

Office hours: Tuesday and Thursday 1:30-2:30, and by appointment 

 

                                                                      

COURSE DESCRIPTION AND OBJECTIVES 

This course examines current issues and responses to the problem of gender-based violence. We 

will focus especially on the topics of rape/sexual assault, child sexual abuse, intimate partner 

violence, stalking, and sexual harassment. We will discuss ongoing controversies about the 

causes and effects of such violence and examine the psychological, legal, sociological, and 

political discourses surrounding these issues.   

 

Upon completion of the course, students should be able to  

 identify cultural and structural sources of gender-based violence;  

 understand how the intersections of gender/sexuality, race/ethnicity, class, and other 

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�DUH�UHIOHFWHG�LQ�ZRPHQ¶V�H[SHULHQFHV�RI�JHQGHU-based violence; 

 DSSO\�NH\�FRQFHSWV��DQG�DSSURDFKHV�IURP�D�YDULHW\�RI�GLVFLSOLQHV��LQFOXGLQJ�:RPHQ¶V�

and Gender Studies, Political Science, Sociology, and Psychology, to analyze the 

problem of violence against women and responses to it in the U.S.; 

 propose appropriate individual and policy responses to violence against women; and 

 articulate the ways in which gender-based violence is a social justice issue. 

 

 

PREREQUISITES 

There are no prerequisites for this course.   

 

 

TEXTS 

7KH�IROORZLQJ�UHTXLUHG�WH[W�LV�DYDLODEOH�LQ�WKH�XQLYHUVLW\¶V�ERRNVWRUH� 

 
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Your total grade for the Media Project will be comprised of the following: 

⦁ ����'HVLJQHU¶V�VWDWHPHQW��JUDGHG�SDVV�IDLO� 

⦁ 10% Preliminary analysis paper (graded with letter grade) 

⦁ 30% Final project 

 

30% Take-home final exam (2 essays worth 15% each). Available on Blackboard, choose 2 of 

the 4 essay questions and write a 500-750 word answer to each one. The topics span the entire 

semester. The final due date is specified at the end of this syllabus, but you can turn it in any 

time during the final exam period.  

 

 

OTHER COURSE POLICIES 

TRIGGER WARNING 

This class contains a lot of information that may be triggering to people who have or have not 

experienced violence. If the material becomes emotionally overwhelming at any point during the 

semester, please talk to the instructor and/or seek the support of formal or informal resources that 

can help. 

 

Academic Integrity 
Academic integrity is honest, truthful and responsible conduct in all academic endeavors. The 

mission of Saint Louis University is "the pursuit of truth for the greater glory of God and for the 

service of humanity."  Accordingly, all acts of falsehood demean and compromise the corporate 

endeavors of teaching, research, health care, and community service via which SLU embodies its 

mission. The University strives to prepare students for lives of personal and professional 

integrity, and therefore regards all breaches of academic integrity as matters of serious concern.

http://www.slu.edu/Documents/provost/academic_affairs/University-wide%20Academic%20Integrity%20Policy%20FINAL%20%206-26-15.pdf
http://www.slu.edu/Documents/provost/academic_affairs/University-wide%20Academic%20Integrity%20Policy%20FINAL%20%206-26-15.pdf
mailto:Disability_services@slu.edu
tel:314.977.3484
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be observed in all inquiries. Once approved, information about tKH�VWXGHQW¶V�HOLJLELOLW\�IRU�

mailto:akratky@slu.edu
tel:314-977-3886
http://www.slu.edu/general-counsel-home/office-of-institutional-equity-and-diversity/sexual-misconduct-policy
http://www.slu.edu/general-counsel-home/office-of-institutional-equity-and-diversity/sexual-misconduct-policy
http://www.slu.edu/here4you
http://www.slu.edu/success
http://www.slu.edu/writingservices.xml
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COURSE OUTLINE 

 

This syllabus is subject to change at the discretion of the instructor to accommodate 

instructional and/or student needs. Any changes will be announced at the beginning of the 

regularly scheduled class periods.  

 

Class Schedule and Readings 

(Blackboard items are indicated with an asterisk.) 

 

January 15: Introduction to the course 

Focus: ⦁ How to understand men's violence against women 

 

,Q�FODVV�YLGHR��-DFNVRQ�.DW]¶V�7('�WDON��³9LROHQFH�$JDLQVW�:RPHQ��,W¶V�D�0HQ¶V�,VVXH�´�

Available online at 

http://www.unz.org/Pub/Ramparts-1971sep-00026
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January 24: Trauma and interventions  

Focus: ⦁ Navigating the criminal justice system 

⦁ Why aren't medical institutions more responsive? 

Sebold, Alice. Lucky. New York: Little, Brown, & Co., 1999/2002. Read pp. 91-201. 

*0DUWLQ��3DWULFLD�<DQFH\��³+RVSLWDOV²7KH�5HOXFWDQW�3DUWQHU�´�&KDSWHU���LQ�Rape Work. New 
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February 5: Rape on college campuses  

Rape law analysis paper due (see handout, also posted on Blackboard, for details) 

Focus: ⦁ Who are rapists? How do they get away with it? 

⦁ What does the term "rape culture" refer to? 

⦁ Affirmative consent: What is it? Why have it? 

*Lisak, David 

http://www.womenshealth.gov/publications/our-publications/fact-sheet/date-rape-drugs.html
http://www.womenshealth.gov/publications/our-publications/fact-sheet/date-rape-drugs.html
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Erica L. Green. "Sex Assault Rules Under DeVos Bolster Defendants' Rights and Ease College 

Liability." New York Times, Nov. 16, 2018. Available online. 

Optional: ³'HDU�&ROOHDJXH�/HWWHU.´ U.S. Department of Education Office for Civil Rights, 2011. 

Available online at http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-

201104.html 

 

 

February 14: Campus judicial responses 

Focus: ⦁ Strengths and weaknesses of SLU’s sexual assault policy 

Guest speaker from 6/8¶V�2IILFH�RI�,QVWLWXWLRQDO�(TXLW\�DQG�'LYHUVLW\. 

 

St. Louis University Sexual Assault Policy. Available on SLU website. 

St. Louis University instructions for Reporting Sexual Assault. Available on SLU website. 

Optional: %RJGDQLFK��:DOW��³Reporting Rape, and Wishing She Hadn't: How One School 

+DQGOHG�D�6H[XDO�$VVDXOW�&RPSODLQW�´�New York Times, July 13, 2014. Available online 

at http://nyti.ms/1zxdHIy. 

 

 

February 19: Sexual violence in the military 

Focus: ⦁ What are the institutional supports for sexual assault in the military? 

⦁ Are the current remedies sufficient? 

 

Watch the film, ³7KH�,QYLVLEOH�:DU�´ Available online and streaming services. 

6DPXHOVRKQ��'DUUHQ��³&ODLUH�0F&DVNLOO¶V�6H[XDO�$VVDXOW�%LOO�3DVVHV�´�Politico Pro, March 10, 

2014. Available online at http://www.politico.com/story/2014/03/claire-mccaskill-

military-sexual-assault-bill-104499.html 

 

 

February 21: Child sexual abuse 

Focus: ⦁ Why does it matter how we define child sexual abuse? 

 ⦁ How does child sexual abuse differ from adult sexual assault? 

⦁ Long-term impacts of child sexual abuse 

⦁ How can we best respond? 

 

*Generation Five, "10 Frequently Asked Questions about Child Sexual Abuse" 

*Crossen-Tower, Cynthia. "The Sexual Abuse of Children." Chapter 6 in Understanding Child 

Abuse and Neglect, 6th edition. Boston: Pearson, 2005. 

*Herman, Judith. "Child Abuse." Chapter 5 in Trauma and Recovery: The Aftermath of 

Violence--from Domestic Abuse to Political Terror. New York: Basic Books, 1997.  

 

 

February 24: Post Designer’s Statements to Blackboard before midnight 

 

 

 

http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201104.html
http://www2.ed.gov/about/offices/list/ocr/letters/colleague-201104.html
http://nyti.ms/1zxdHI
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February 26: Intimate partner violence: History, backgrounds, and contexts 

In-class small group discussions of Designer’s Statements at beginning of class 

 

Focus: ⦁ What is the difference between partner assaults and coercive control? 

⦁ How does coercive control work? 

⦁ Blaming the victim for IPV: Who benefits? 

 

*Stark, Evan. ³7KH�7HFKQRORJ\�RI�&RHUFLYH�&RQWURO�´�&KDSWHU���LQ�Coercive Control, New 

York: Oxford University Press, 2007. 


-RQHV��$QQ��³:K\�'RHVQ¶W�6KH�/HDYH"´�READ ONLY pp. 129-140 from Chapter 5 in Next 

Time She’ll Be Dead: Battering and How to Stop It. Boston: Beacon Press, 2000. 

 

 

February 28: Intimate partner violence and the civil justice system 

Turn in paper copy of Designer’s Statement at start of class for instructor to grade 

 

Focus: ⦁ IPV and divorce: Is the process fair? 

⦁ Do civil procedures help the victim? 

 


:DLWV��.DWKOHHQ��³%DWWHUHG�:RPHQ�DQG�7KHLU�&KLOGUHQ��/HVVRQV�IURP�2QH�:RPDQ¶V�6WRU\�´�,Q�
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March 7



http://www.vawnet.org/summary.php?doc_id=3159&find_type=web_sum_AR
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*Sokoloff, Natalie J. "The Intersectional Paradigm and Alternative Visions to Stopping Domestic 

Violence: What Poor Women, Women of Color, and Immigrant Women are Teaching Us 

About Violence in the Family." International Journal of Sociology of the Family 34, no. 

2 (2008), pp. 153-185.  

 

 

April 4: Facing multiple oppressions 

Focus: ⦁ Patterns of IPV against LGBTQ individuals 

⦁ VAWA 2013: What are the newest provisions? What gaps remain? 

 

The Takeway (NPR podcast), "Violence Against Transgender People is on the Rise," Oct. 11, 

2018 (14 minutes long). Available online at 

https://www.wnycstudios.org/story/transgender-people-are-being-killed-alarming-rate 


0RGL��0RQLFD�1���6KHDOODK�3DOPHU��DQG�$OLFLD�$UPVWURQJ��³7KH�5ROH�RI�WKH�9LROHQFH�$JDLQVW�

:RPHQ�$FW�LQ�$GGUHVVLQJ�,QWLPDWH�3DUWQHU�9LROHQFH��$�3XEOLF�+HDOWK�,VVXH�´�Journal of 

Women’s Health, 23, no. 3 (2014): 1-5. 

Democracy Now. "New Violence Against Women Act Includes Historic Protections for Native 

American and LGBT Survivors." March 8, 2013. Available online at 

www.democracynow.org/2013/3/8/new_violence_against_women_act_includes 

Optional: For an example of an effort to address violence against those who are most 

marginalized, look at the website of the Bay Area Transformative Justice Collective. 

 

 

April 9: Stalking 

Focus: ⦁ Partner vs. non-partner stalking 

⦁ Relationship between stalking and IPV 

⦁ Law enforcement responses to stalking: What works? 

 

Logan, T.K. Research on Partner Stalking: Putting the Pieces Together. University of Kentucky 

Department of Behavioral Science & Center on Drug and Alcohol Research, 2010. 

Available online. 


5DFLQH��&KULVWRSKHU��DQG�6WHSKHQ�%LOOLFN��³&ODVVLILFDWLRQ�6\VWHPV�IRU�6WDONLQJ�%HKDYLRU�´�

Journal of Forensic Sciences (2013): 1-5. 

*1DWLRQDO�&HQWHU�IRU�9LFWLPV�RI�&ULPH��³6WDONLQJ�´�*XLGH�IRU�&RSV��������READ ONLY pp. 17-

24 �WKH�VHFWLRQ�HQWLWOHG�³5HVSRQVHV�WR�WKH�3UREOHP�RI�6WDONLQJ´� 

 

 

April 9: Post First Draft of entire project to Blackboard or other agreed-upon platform 

before midnight. 

 

 

April 11: Stalking 

In-class small-group discussions of First Drafts of entire project at beginning of class 

 

Focus: ⦁ Uses of technology in stalking 
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http://www.ncvc.org/ncvc/AGP.Net/Components/documentViewer/Download.aspxnz?DocumentID=48282
http://www.ncvc.org/ncvc/AGP.Net/Components/documentViewer/Download.aspxnz?DocumentID=48282


14 

 

April 25: Sexual harassment 

In-class small group discussions of Final Draft of projects at beginning of class 

 

Focus: ⦁ Connection between masculinity and sexual harassment 

⦁ Solutions to sexual harassment: law, training, or something else? 

 

*Quinn, Beth A. "Sexual Harassment and Masculinity: The Power and Meaning of 'Girl 

Watching.'" Gender & Society 16 (2002), pp. 386-402. 

 

 

April 30: Using restorative justice to respond to IPV and sexual harassment 

Focus: ⦁ Why respond to violence against women outside of the criminal justice system? 

⦁ Models of restorative justice responses 

 

* Ptacek, James. "Resisting Co-optation," in Restorative Justice and Violence Against Women 

(2010), READ ONLY pp. 19-29. 

* Burkemper, Judge Bennett and Nina Balsam, "Examining the Use of Restorative Justice 

Practices in Domestic Violence Cases," SLU Public Law Review, vol. 27 (2007-08), 

READ ONLY pp. 132-33. 

* "Lincoln County Domestic Violence Victim Impact Panels (2007-2008): Comments from 

Panelists," read both pages. 

 

 

May 3: Media projects due 

 

 

Tuesday, May 14, noon: Deadline to turn in take-home final exam (you can turn them in 

before this, if you want) 

  

 


