American Political Parties
Political Science 4140 & 5140
Spring 2020

Steven Rogers Classroom: McGannon Hall 121
Office: McGannon Hall 125 Class time:Thursday, 4:1527:00pm
Email: smrogers@slu.edu Office Hours: Thursdays1:3023pm or by appointment
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30 to have more time before the Literature Reviewddafthte. All reseech projects must be
approved by Professor Rodgef2.5 percent of Research Project Grade]

Literature Review Draft:Rough draft of Literature Review paper, designed to received feedback
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4. Final exam (25% of tleeursegrade)
The final exam is cumulative and will be two take home essays. The exam is open book and note. At
9am on a date to be determined in consultation with the class (fron¥ May 52), questions will
be posted to Blackboard. If there is no agreed upmrtldatxam will be posted on the official exam
date: Thursday, MayStudentsire required to write essays responding to two queStiaentsvill
have 24 hours to complete the essays. The completed exam must be emailed (in Microsoft Word 00 1
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Course Schedule

Week 12 January 16: Why Parties?

X
X
X
X
X

X

Aldrich, JohnWhy Parties: Chapter 1 [22 pages]

Downs, Anthony.An Economic Theory of Democracy (1957) Chapter 2 [14 pages]
Madison, James; Federalist #10 [4 pages]

Hofstadter, Richardhe Idea of a Party System (1970) p.-B, 4954, 6473 [23 pages]
Schattschneider, E Barty Government (1942) p. -1, 6598 [44 pages]

APSA Responsible Parties Profgcbnclusion and Summary [14 pages]

Total Pages: 141

Questions to consider while reading
0 What are the three main theories of parties laid out by Aldrich (other than his own)?
Consider how these
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Week 32 January 30: Party Organizations and Presidential Nominations
X Research Project Proposal Due
x Aldrich, JohnWhy Parties - Chapter 8: 268292 [26 pages]

x 1RHO +DQV "7KH DFWLYLVWV GHFLGH WKH SUHIHUHQFHV R ¢
Q R P L Q DJrhaRf@Mttigns, Public Opinion and Parties (2018) [21 pages]

X %DUWHOV /DUU\ "&DQGLGDWH &KRLFH DQG WHRFMYNMRLFV RI W
American Journal of Political Science (1987 [31 pages]

x Sides and Vavreck, Chapt&h@Gamble (2013) [32 pages]

x Sides, Vavreck, and Tesler. Chapters 4 ladity.Crisis (2016). [50 pages]
Total Pages: 160 pages

Questions to considahile reading

o0 How did the nominations of Romney support the arguméit Bérty Decides?

The Party Decides is referred to in multiple of the readings from this week

How does the argumentTife Activists Decide differ from theThe Party Decides?
Why docandidates care so much about the lowa and New Hampshire primary?
What is the process of Discovery, Scrutiny, and Decline?
What was the relative importance of identity compared to the economy in the 2016
Republican nomination?

O o0o0oo

Week 42 February 6: Paréis Identification: Rational Choice Approach
X Research Project Proposal Meeting (by February 7)
x Downs, Anthony.An Economic Theory of Democracy (1957). Ch 3 [18 pages]
x Fiorina, MorrisRetrospective Voting in American National Elections (1981)Chapters 15. [36 pages]
X ODF.XHQ OLFKDHO 5REHUW (ULNVRQ DQ @nemaRMIMcabWLPVRQ "0
Science Review. (1989 [19 pages]
X IXSLD $ "6KRUWFXWV YHUVXV (QF\FORSHGLDV ,QIRUPDWLRQ
5HIRUP (O FAmeiah PI@ics Sgience Review (1994)14 pages]
x IRGJH OLOWRQ DQG 5XWK +DPLOO “$ 3DUWLVD @nérkask HPD IRU
Political Science Review (1986) [16 pages]
Suggested Reading
0 Popkin, Sanhe Reasoning Voter (1994) p. B, 7281, 9195;
o .DP &LQG\ ":KR WREM"WEKKHSID WWORXHYVY DQQGItRIGLYLGXDO
Behavior (2005)
Total Pages: 103

x

Questions to consider while reading

0 What are the key assumptions of rational choice theory?

o :KDW LV WKH "H[SHFWHG SDUW\ GLIITHUHQWLDOQW"

o How are Key and Downs diffateaccording to Fiorina? How does Fiorina draw from
each of these arguments for his own?

o +RZ FDQ RQH:-V SDUWLVDQ LGHQWLILFDWLRQ EH VKDSHG E
interpretation of partisan identification different than that provided by BereBmpbell
(from Week 2)?

o :KDW UROH GR “REMH F Wiovdere@dsbidpel @mmisamsp? RI UHD O

0 What cognitive shortcuts do voters take to simplify political deneskamgy?
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Week 52 February 14: Partisanship and Policy Positions

x Bartels,La\ "% H\RQG WKH 5XQQLQJ 7DOO\ 3D RbNitdl Btiavigr. % LDV LQ 3F
(2002 [35 pages]

X %DUEHU OLFKDHO DQG -HUHP\ 3RSH "'RHV 3DUW\ 7UXPS ,GHR!
LQ $PHULFD"y > SDJHV@

x Carsey, Thomas M., andBeIHU\ & /D\PDQ “"&KDQJLQJ 6LGHV RU &KDQJLQ
,GHQWLILFDWLRQ DQG 3ROLF\ 3UH | Arérithistitdavof RolQical’Bdkrned $P HU L F D C
(2006) [14 pages]

Xx $FKHQ &KULV DQG /DUU\ %DUWHOV “3DWWH V DD &HIPRION W DRSO 6
Chapter 9 ifbemocracy for Realists [34 pages]

X Fiorina, Morris.Identities for RealistgCritical Review (20B). [9 pages]

Total Pages: 95 pages

Questions to consider while reading
o0 +RZ GRHV RQH:V SDUWLVDQVKLS SRWHQaNMdaquisitioV KDSH YR
of policy positions?
o0 How are awareness of partisan differences and issue salience important for whether issue
positions affect partisan identification?
o :KDW GR $FKHQ DQG %DUWHOV PHDQ ZKHQ WKH\ VWDWH
SDUW\ FKRLFHVY EDVHG RQ ZKR WKH\ DUH UDWKHU WKDQ R

Week 62 February 22 Partisan Voting and Polarization
x Aldrich, JohnWhy Parties - Chapter 8: 258266 (also revisit p. 128.84) [19 pages]
X Bartels, Larry "Partisanship and Votiagaior, 1952996 American Journal of Political Science (2000)
[17 pages]
Xx -DFERVRQ *DU\ ",W-V QRWKLQJ 3HUVRQDO 7KH '"HFOLQH RI W
(O H F W IR JQuival pf Politics (2015} [12 pages]
X McCarty, Chapters 2 & 4. j[38gyes]
Fiorina, MorrisCulture War? 2011. Excerpt. [8 pages]
X +HWKHULQJWRQ ‘'5HVXUJHQW 0DVV 3DUWAMMDOPiKES 7KH 5ROH
Science Review (20013 [14 pages]
x ,\HQJDU 6KDQWR *DXUDY 6RRG DIQeslogys K Bobidf KlenttyONHYV “$IIHF
SHUVSHFWLYH R@PGR OpDitw Qjddevly (2R1Q) [28 pages]
Total Pages: 136

x

Questions to consider while reading

o :KDW LV WKH "GHFOLQH RI SDUWLHVuy WKHVLV" +RZ KDV W
votingbehavior changed over time?

0 When studying polarization, why is it important to distinguish between the polarization of
elites and polarization of the electorate?

0 What is sorting? What evidence does Hetherington provide for sorting?

0 What is affective polaation? What evidence does lyegar, Sood, and Lelkes provide for
their being affective polarization?

Week 72 February 28 Review and Catch Up
X Literature Review Draft Due
X )RZOHU $QWKRQ\ "3DUWLVDQ ,QuakeRy PhurRaDot/PdlitRalBciRet) 3SROLF\ 9RWL
(forthcoming). [48 pages]
x "6REHULQJ 8S DIWHU "0LV@HO@ QFXPEY
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Total Pages: 82 pages.

Week 82March 52Midterm Exam

Week 92 March 122 Spring Beak

Week 102 March 192
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Week 152 April 23 2 Cartel Theory and Party Influence
X Research Design PresentatidRart 2
X Cox & McCubbinsSetting the Agenda (2005). Chapters-B & 5 [70 pages]
x Mayhew, Davidivided We Govern (2005). Chapters 3 & 4 [64 pages]
X Binder, Saran.7KH '"\QDPLFV RI1 /HJLV OD pAmdidkh Polifidal GciendR AEvidw (1999)
[19 pages]
0 Recall the Binder-Mayhew debate was covered in sections of POLS 1150 or 2000 taught by Rogers
Total Pages: 153
Questions to consider while reading
o What is negative agenda power?
0 What is the first commandment of party leadership?
0 +RZ GR OD\KHZ DQG %LQGHU -V |LQreri Quity reéshdridible for +RZ LV F
this difference?

Week 16 April 30 2Polarization in Congreasd Catch Up
x Drafts of Research Design Papers due to Peer Review Group by April 28
x Peer Reviews due to paper authors by April 30
X McCarty, Chapter 3-8 [126Pages]
X Research Design Peer Review
Total Paged:26
X Questions to consider while reading
0 What are the causes of legislative polarization?
0 What evidence is there that gerrymandering or redistricting is responsible for polarization?
0 What are the consequenimedegislative policymaking if Members of Congress are
polarized?

Saint Louis University Syllabi Statements

Title IX

Saint Louis University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and seeking an environment
that is free of biadjscrimination and harassment. If you have encountered any form of sexual misconduct

(e.g. sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking, domestic or dating violence), we encourage you to report this
to the University. If you speak with a faculty membet abdncident of misconduct, that faculty member

must notify SLU's Title IX coordinator, Anna R. Kratky (DuBourg Hall, room 36; anna.kratky@slu.edu; 314
97%3886) and share the basic facts of your experience with her. The Title IX coordinator will then be

available to assist you in understanding all of your options and in connecting you with all possible resources

on and off campus.

If you wish to speak with a confidential source, you may contact the counselors at the University Counseling
Centerat31977-7%$/. 7R YLHZ 6/8-V VH[XDO PLVFRQGXFW SROLF\ DQG IRU
of the General Counsel.

Disability Services

Students with a documented disability who wish to request academic accommodations must contact
Disability Services to disss accommodation requests and eligibility requirements. Once successfully
registered, the student also must notify the course instructor that they wish to access accommodations in the
course.
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