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30 to have more time before the Literature Review Draft due date.  All research projects must be 
approved by Professor Rogers.1  [2.5 percent of Research Project Grade]  
 

 Literature Review Draft: Rough draft of Literature Review paper, designed to received feedback 
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4. Final exam (25% of the course grade) 
The final exam is cumulative and will be two take home essays.  The exam is open book and note.  At 
9am on a date to be determined in consultation with the class (from May 5 �² May 12), questions will 
be posted to Blackboard.  If there is no agreed upon date, the exam will be posted on the official exam 
date: Thursday, May 7. Students are required to write essays responding to two questions. Students will 
have 24 hours to complete the essays.  The completed exam must be emailed (in Microsoft Word o0 1 48upon dat
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Course Schedule 

Week 1 �² January 16: Why Parties? 
�x Aldrich, John. Why Parties:  Chapter 1 [22 pages] 
�x Downs, Anthony.  An Economic Theory of Democracy (1957) Chapter 2 [14 pages] 
�x Madison, James; Federalist #10 [4 pages] 
�x Hofstadter, Richard. The Idea of a Party System (1970) p. 1-9, 49-54, 64-73 [23 pages] 
�x Schattschneider, E.E. Party Government (1942) p. 1-11, 65-98 [44 pages] 
�x APSA Responsible Parties Project �² Conclusion and Summary [14 pages] 

Total Pages: 141 
 

 Questions to consider while reading 
o What are the three main theories of parties laid out by Aldrich (other than his own)?  

Consider how these 
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Week 3 �² January 30: Party Organizations and Presidential Nominations 
�x Research Project Proposal Due 
�x Aldrich, John. Why Parties - Chapter 8: 266 �² 292 [26 pages] 
�x �1�R�H�O�����+�D�Q�V�����´�7�K�H���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���G�H�F�L�G�H�����W�K�H���S�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���R�I���S�D�U�W�\���D�F�W�L�Y�L�V�W�V���L�Q���W�K�H�������������S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O��

�Q�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���µ��Journal of Elections, Public Opinion and Parties (2018) [21 pages] 
�x �%�D�U�W�H�O�V�����/�D�U�U�\���´�&�D�Q�G�L�G�D�W�H���&�K�R�L�F�H���D�Q�G���W�K�H���'�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V���R�I���W�K�H���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���1�R�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J �3�U�R�F�H�V�V�µ��

American Journal of Political Science (1987).* [31 pages] 
�x Sides and Vavreck, Chapter 3 The Gamble (2013) [32 pages] 
�x Sides, Vavreck, and Tesler. Chapters 4 and 5. Identity Crisis (2016). [50 pages] 

Total Pages: 160 pages 
 

 Questions to consider while reading 
o How did the nominations of Romney support the argument of The Party Decides?   

 The Party Decides is referred to in multiple of the readings from this week 
o How does the argument of The Activists Decide differ from the The Party Decides? 
o Why do candidates care so much about the Iowa and New Hampshire primary? 
o What is the process of Discovery, Scrutiny, and Decline? 
o What was the relative importance of identity compared to the economy in the 2016 

Republican nomination? 
 
Week 4 �² February 6: Partisan Identification: Rational Choice Approach  

�x Research Project Proposal Meeting (by February 7) 
�x Downs, Anthony.  An Economic Theory of Democracy (1957). Ch 3 [18 pages] 
�x Fiorina, Morris. Retrospective Voting in American National Elections (1981). Chapters 1, 5. [36 pages] 
�x �0�D�F�.�X�H�Q�����0�L�F�K�D�H�O�����5�R�E�H�U�W���(�U�L�N�V�R�Q�����D�Q�G���-�D�P�H�V���6�W�L�P�V�R�Q�����´�0�D�F�U�R�S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V�K�L�S���µ��American Political 

Science Review. (1989)* [19 pages] 
�x �/�X�S�L�D�����$�����´�6�K�R�U�W�F�X�W�V���Y�H�U�V�X�V���(�Q�F�\�F�O�R�S�H�G�L�D�V�����,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���9�R�W�L�Q�J���%�H�K�D�Y�L�R�U���L�Q���&�D�O�L�I�R�U�Q�L�D���,�Q�V�X�U�D�Q�F�H��

�5�H�I�R�U�P���(�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���µ��American Political Science Review (1994) [14 pages] 
�x �/�R�G�J�H�����0�L�O�W�R�Q�����D�Q�G���5�X�W�K���+�D�P�L�O�O�����´�$���3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���6�F�K�H�P�D���I�R�U���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���,�Q�I�R�U�P�D�W�L�R�Q���3�U�R�F�H�V�V�L�Q�J���µ��American 

Political Science Review (1986) [16 pages] 
�x Suggested Reading 

o Popkin, Sam. The Reasoning Voter (1994) p. 1-6, 72-81, 91-95;  
o �.�D�P�����&�L�Q�G�\�����´�:�K�R���W�R�H�V���W�K�H���S�D�U�W�\���O�L�Q�H�"�����&�X�H�V�����9�D�O�X�H�V�����D�Q�G���,�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O���'�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V�µ��Political 

Behavior (2005) 
Total Pages: 103 
 

 Questions to consider while reading 
o What are the key assumptions of rational choice theory? 
o �:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���´�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G���S�D�U�W�\���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�L�D�O�µ�" 
o How are Key and Downs different, according to Fiorina?  How does Fiorina draw from 

each of these arguments for his own? 
o �+�R�Z���F�D�Q���R�Q�H�·�V���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���L�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���E�H���V�K�D�S�H�G���E�\���D���´�U�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���W�D�O�O�\�"�µ�����+�R�Z���L�V���W�K�L�V��

interpretation of partisan identification different than that provided by Berelson or Campbell 
(from Week 2)? 

o �:�K�D�W���U�R�O�H���G�R���´�R�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�H�µ���S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���U�H�D�O-world events shape partisanship? 
o What cognitive shortcuts do voters take to simplify political decision-making? 
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Week 5 �² February 14: Partisanship and Policy Positions 
�x Bartels, Lar�U�\�����´�%�H�\�R�Q�G���W�K�H���5�X�Q�Q�L�Q�J���7�D�O�O�\�����3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���%�L�D�V���L�Q���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���3�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q�V�µ��Political Behavior.  

(2002)* [35 pages] 
�x �%�D�U�E�H�U�����0�L�F�K�D�H�O���D�Q�G���-�H�U�H�P�\���3�R�S�H�����´�'�R�H�V���3�D�U�W�\���7�U�X�P�S���,�G�H�R�O�R�J�\�"���'�L�V�H�Q�W�D�Q�J�O�L�Q�J���3�D�U�W�\���D�Q�G���,�G�H�R�O�R�J�\��

�L�Q���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�"�µ���
���>�������S�D�J�H�V�@ 
�x Carsey, Thomas M., and Ge�R�I�I�H�U�\���&�����/�D�\�P�D�Q�����´�&�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���6�L�G�H�V���R�U���&�K�D�Q�J�L�Q�J���0�L�Q�G�V�"���3�D�U�W�\��

�,�G�H�Q�W�L�I�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�F�\���3�U�H�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q���(�O�H�F�W�R�U�D�W�H���µ��American Journal of Political Science 
(2006) [14 pages] 

�x �$�F�K�H�Q�����&�K�U�L�V���D�Q�G���/�D�U�U�\���%�D�U�W�H�O�V���´�3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���+�H�D�U�W�V���D�Q�G���6�S�O�H�H�Q�V�����6�R�F�L�D�O���,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�L�H�V���D�Q�G���3�R�O�L�W�L�F�D�O���&�K�D�Q�J�H���µ��
Chapter 9 in Democracy for Realists [34 pages] 

�x Fiorina, Morris. � Ídentities for Realists.�µ Critical Review (2018). [9 pages] 
Total Pages: 95 pages 
 

 Questions to consider while reading 
o �+�R�Z���G�R�H�V���R�Q�H�·�V���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V�K�L�S���S�R�W�H�Q�W�L�D�O�O�\���V�K�D�S�H���Y�R�W�H�U�V�·���S�H�U�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���R�I���S�R�O�L�W�L�F�V��and acquisition 

of policy positions? 
o How are awareness of partisan differences and issue salience important for whether issue 

positions affect partisan identification? 
o �:�K�D�W���G�R���$�F�K�H�Q���D�Q�G���%�D�U�W�H�O�V���P�H�D�Q���Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���V�W�D�W�H�����´�L�W���D�S�S�H�D�U�V���W�K�D�W���P�R�V�W���S�H�R�S�O�H���P�D�N�H���W�K�H�L�U��

�S�D�U�W�\���F�K�R�L�F�H�V���E�D�V�H�G���R�Q���Z�K�R���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���U�D�W�K�H�U���W�K�D�Q���R�Q���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���W�K�L�Q�N�µ�" 
 
Week 6 �² February 21 �² Partisan Voting and Polarization 

�x Aldrich, John. Why Parties - Chapter 8: 255 �² 266 (also revisit p. 176 �² 184) [19 pages] 
�x Bartels, Larry "Partisanship and Voting Behavior, 1952-1996" American Journal of Political Science (2000) 

[17 pages] 
�x �-�D�F�E�R�V�R�Q�����*�D�U�\�����´�,�W�·�V���Q�R�W�K�L�Q�J���3�H�U�V�R�Q�D�O�����7�K�H���'�H�F�O�L�Q�H���R�I���W�K�H���,�Q�F�X�P�E�H�Q�F�\���$�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H���L�Q���8���6�����+�R�X�V�H��

�(�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V���µ* The Journal of Politics (2015) * [12 pages] 
�x McCarty, Chapters 2 & 4. [38 pages] 
�x Fiorina, Morris. Culture War? 2011. Excerpt. [8 pages] 
�x �+�H�W�K�H�U�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����´�5�H�V�X�U�J�H�Q�W���0�D�V�V���3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V�K�L�S�����7�K�H���5�R�O�H���R�I���(�O�L�W�H���3�R�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���µ����American Political 

Science Review (2001)* [14 pages] 
�x �,�\�H�Q�J�D�U�����6�K�D�Q�W�R�����*�D�X�U�D�Y���6�R�R�G�����D�Q�G���<�S�K�W�D�F�K���/�H�O�N�H�V�����´�$�I�I�H�F�W�����1�R�W��Ideology: A Social Identity 

�3�H�U�V�S�H�F�W�L�Y�H���R�Q���3�R�O�D�U�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���µ��The Public Opinion Quarterly (2012) [28 pages] 
Total Pages: 136 
 

 Questions to consider while reading 
o �:�K�D�W���L�V���W�K�H���´�G�H�F�O�L�Q�H���R�I���S�D�U�W�L�H�V�µ���W�K�H�V�L�V�"���+�R�Z���K�D�V���W�K�H���U�H�O�D�W�L�R�Q�V�K�L�S���E�H�W�Z�H�H�Q���S�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q�V�K�L�S���D�Q�G��

voting behavior changed over time? 
o When studying polarization, why is it important to distinguish between the polarization of 

elites and polarization of the electorate? 
o What is sorting? What evidence does Hetherington provide for sorting? 
o What is affective polarization?  What evidence does Iyegar, Sood, and Lelkes provide for 

their being affective polarization?  
 
Week 7 �² February 28 �² Review and Catch Up 

�x Literature Review Draft Due 
�x �)�R�Z�O�H�U�����$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\�����´�3�D�U�W�L�V�D�Q���,�Q�W�R�[�L�F�D�W�L�R�Q���R�U���3�R�O�L�F�\���9�R�W�L�Q�J�"�µ��Quarterly Journal of Political Science 

(forthcoming). [48 pages] 
�x �´�6�R�E�H�U�L�Q�J���8�S���D�I�W�H�U���´�0��L�V�@�H��0�@�����Q�F�X�P�E�y�
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Total Pages: 82 pages. 
 
Week 8 �² March 5 �² Midterm Exam 
 
Week 9 �² March 12 �² Spring Break 
 
Week 10 �² March 19 �² 
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Week 15 �² April 23 �² Cartel Theory and Party Influence 

�x Research Design Presentations �² Part 2 
�x Cox & McCubbins. Setting the Agenda (2005). Chapters 1 - 3 & 5 [70 pages] 
�x Mayhew, David. Divided We Govern (2005).  Chapters 3 & 4 [64 pages] 
�x Binder, Sarah. �´�7�K�H���'�\�Q�D�P�L�F�V���R�I���/�H�J�L�V�O�D�W�L�Y�H���*�U�L�G�O�R�F�N������������‐�����µ��American Political Science Review (1999) 

[19 pages] 
o Recall the Binder-Mayhew debate was covered in sections of POLS 1150 or 2000 taught by Rogers 

Total Pages: 153 
 Questions to consider while reading 

o What is negative agenda power? 
o What is the first commandment of party leadership? 
o �+�R�Z���G�R���0�D�\�K�H�Z���D�Q�G���%�L�Q�G�H�U�·�V���I�L�Q�G�L�Q�J�V���G�L�I�I�H�U�"�����+�R�Z���L�V���P�H�D�V�X�U�Hment partly responsible for 

this difference? 
 
Week 16 - April 30 �² Polarization in Congress and Catch Up 

�x Drafts of Research Design Papers due to Peer Review Group by April 28 
�x Peer Reviews due to paper authors by April 30 
�x McCarty, Chapter 3, 5 - 8 [126 Pages] 
�x Research Design Peer Review 

Total Pages: 126 
�x Questions to consider while reading 

o What are the causes of legislative polarization? 
o What evidence is there that gerrymandering or redistricting is responsible for polarization? 
o What are the consequences for legislative policymaking if Members of Congress are 

polarized? 
 
 

Saint Louis University Syllabi Statements 
Title IX  
Saint Louis University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and seeking an environment 
that is free of bias, discrimination and harassment. If you have encountered any form of sexual misconduct 
(e.g. sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking, domestic or dating violence), we encourage you to report this 
to the University. If you speak with a faculty member about an incident of misconduct, that faculty member 
must notify SLU's Title IX coordinator, Anna R. Kratky (DuBourg Hall, room 36; anna.kratky@slu.edu; 314-
977-3886) and share the basic facts of your experience with her. The Title IX coordinator will then be 
available to assist you in understanding all of your options and in connecting you with all possible resources 
on and off campus. 
 
If you wish to speak with a confidential source, you may contact the counselors at the University Counseling 
Center at 314-977-�7�$�/�.�����7�R���Y�L�H�Z���6�/�8�·�V���V�H�[�X�D�O���P�L�V�F�R�Q�G�X�F�W���S�R�O�L�F�\���D�Q�G���I�R�U���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�����S�O�H�D�V�H���Y�L�V�L�W���W�K�H���2�I�I�L�F�H��
of the General Counsel. 
 
Disability Services 
Students with a documented disability who wish to request academic accommodations must contact 
Disability Services to discuss accommodation requests and eligibility requirements. Once successfully 
registered, the student also must notify the course instructor that they wish to access accommodations in the 
course. 
 




