
POLS 4510/5510: Democratization Dr. Ellen Carnaghan

government 

except for all the others that have been tried from time to time.”  Winston Churchill 

 

 

 

 

In the contemporary world, democracies are under siege; authoritarian regimes are on the rise. Even in the 

U.S., we have seen losing candidates contest election outcomes. U.S. government efforts to promote 

democracy abroad have failed in Iraq and Afghanistan and run into reverses elsewhere. In this global 

context, we might raise questions like: 

 

¶ Does it matter whether a regime is democratic? What is democracy good for? 

¶ Are there certain conditions that are necessary to establish democratic regimes? 

¶ Are there combinations of institutions that are particularly prone to failure? 

¶ Can democracies be established in highly unequal or diverse societies? 

¶ Why do democratic governments fail? 

 

In this class, we will try to answer these questions and more. We will examine theories of democratic transition 

and test them against available evidence from recent waves of democratization. For case studies, we will 

focus primarily on Eastern and Central Europe, but other countries will be discussed from time to time. 

 

One goal of this class is to help you enter into an ongoing scholarly conversation about democratization. To 

enter that conversation, you will need to assess a variety of competing explanations to decide which makes 

the most sense of the facts we can observe.  

 

Another goal is to help you develop the skills you will need to engage in research about democratization. 

During the second half of the semester, you’ll complete a research paper about some aspect of 

democratization in any area or areas of the world that interests you. 

 

A final goal is for you to reflect on the value of democracy in your own life and to think about ways to 

preserve it. 

 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 

After completing this class, you should be able to: 

 

¶ Explain political and economic developments in the post-communist world and in a variety of 

democratizing countries.  

¶ Evaluate theories that aim to explain where democracy is likely to flourish or fail. 

¶ Evaluate how knowledge is advanced through constructive peer criticism. 

¶ Conceive and conduct a research project that uses comparison to test a proposition derived from 

scholarly writing about democracy 

¶ Assess methodological challenges in testing theories of democratization. 

¶ Judge the contribution of democracy to a just society 

¶ Examine how popular values affect democratic institutions 

 

In addition, graduate students should be able to produce a comprehensive literature review. 

 

 

OFFICE HOURS 

Tuesday and Thursday 2:15-3-30, and by appointment. E-mail me if you want to come outside office hours. 

I am often (but not always) in my office at other times. Feel free to drop by when the door is open. 

 
If you prefer to meet on Zoom, you’ll need an appointment. We can use this ink: 

https://slu.zoom.us/j/7172394449 (there is a waiting room set up, and you may need to wait a bit). 
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REQUIRED BOOKS  

Jan Teorell. Determinants of Democratization: Explaining Regime Change in the World, 1972-2006. New York: 

Cambridge University Press, 2010. 

 

Graduate students will also read: Charles Tilly. Democracy. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2007. 

 

Additional readings are on e-reserve, and the password is demo21. To keep abreast of current developments 

in Eastern and Central Europe, try http://www.rferl.org/  

 

 

CATALOG COURSE DESCRIPTION 

This course examines the process of developing new democratic systems, with particular focus on Eastern 

and Central Europe, theories of democratic transition, and interconnections between democratic and 

market systems.  

 

 

How will you know what you are learning? 

So that you can tell what you’re learning – and where you may need to put in more effort – we’ll have 

three higher-stakes assessments and a bunch of low-stakes assessments throughout the semester. All 

assignments will be submitted through the Canvas assignment tool. 

 

Higher-stakes assessments (55 percent of your final grade) 

 

¶ One essay of around 5 pages on a question I provide at least two weeks before the essay is due—15 

percent of your grade, DUE OCTOBER 8, 5pm 

 

¶ One longer research paper, 15 pages for undergrads, 20 pages for grad students—30 percent of your 

grade, DRAFT DUE NOVEMBER 18, FINAL DUE DECEMBER 10  

This paper will test a theoretically-derived proposition through some form of comparison. The paper 

may focus on particular countries or groups of countries; it can rely on a small number of cases or a 

large-N dataset, either the s
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You should come to class prepared to engage the material. This daily participation will help you 

apply the concepts you are learning and expose where you still have questions. To participate 

effectively, you will need to keep up to date with the assigned reading and continually think about 

how ideas from one set of readings relate to the others. You should be prepared to critically 

evaluate arguments made by the various authors, by other students, and by me. (Of course, we’ll 

practice how to do this.) Sometimes, participating will mean contributing to all-class discussions, 

whether by asking questions or adding insights; sometimes we will have short group activities. You 

will receive a discussion grade for every class. This grade will be based on your contributions to class 

discussion and any more formal presentations. Other short assignments, group projects and quizzes, 

both pre-announced and not, could occur and would be factored into this discussion grade. 

 

¶ Discussion leadership. Once during the semester, you and another student together will serve as 

“chief interlocutors” for class. This will be part of your participation grade. You should be very 

confident about the readings for the day and prepare three to five overarching questions that tie 

together the readings for class discussion. Prior to this responsibility, your group must meet with me, 

having e-mailed me the questions beforehand. We’ll sign up in class for this responsibility. 

 

Graduate students will also present on Charles Tilly’s Democracy on September 30th. 

¶ There will be a class Discussion Board open on Canvas throughout the semester. Participation in the 

discussion board is voluntary unless I direct otherwise. The discussion board is a place for you to 

process readings, raise questions that remain after our class discussions, or share insights. Insightful 

comments, especially those that advance our class discussion will earn class participation credit. 

These comments can be made after class, but you are especially likely to earn credit if you raise 

questions or comments about the day’s readings before class starts. 

 

¶ Reading paragraphs. To advance our discussion and to help you master and integrate the 

readings, you will write “reading paragraphs” during some weeks. These assignments will not count 

toward your final grade, but you cannot pass the class without seven a
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The second paragraph should analyze some of the week’s readings. There are different ways to analyze 

readings. For instance, you might consider whether the evidence presented is persuasive, the degree to 

which the various arguments complement or conflict with each other, what the implications are concerning 

the construction of democratic institutions in various parts of the world. As we get into the semester, you might 

compare one week’s readings with arguments made in earlier weeks. The point is to provide thoughtful and 

empirically grounded analysis closely connected to the readings. It is often more effective to focus this part of 

the assignment on one reading instead of trying to cover them all superficially. 

 

For credit, you need to e-mail the paragraphs to me before class. If you want to refer to your paragraphs in 

class, you’ll need to print out a copy.  

 

Paragraphs will be graded on a three-point scale (3—really good, 2—satisfactory, 1—inadequate). All 

students must hand in at least seven paragraphs graded 2 or better. You are welcome to hand in more than 

seven, and your added effort will be reflected in your participation grade. (This is a boost for shy people.) You 

can also use the paragraphs to give you a preview of how your work is likely to fare in the more 

conventionally graded essays. Needless to say, even if you don’t write the paragraphs for a given week, you 

are still responsible for doing and understanding the reading. 

 

All students must complete a course evaluation for the class. 
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WHAT IS DEMOCRACY? 

 

August 26   Defining democracy and the scope of our course 

 

Gerardo Munck, Measuring Democracy (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009), ch. 6, “Revisiting 

Concepts,” pp. 120-132 (on Canvas). 

 

Freedom House, “Freedom in the World 2021: Democracy under Siege,” 

 https://freedomhouse.org/report/freedom-world/2021/democracy-under-siege  

 

No reading paragraphs this week. There is a lot of country-based information in the Freedom House piece. 

There’s no need to memorize it all. 

 

Graduate students should get started reading Charles Tilly, Democratization (see September 30). 

 

 

Additional readings if you are really interested in this topic: 

Benhabib, Seyla, ed. 1996. Democracy and Difference. 
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September 16   Social forces�³ Structural explanations 

 

ALL STUDENTS MUST COMPLETE THE READING PARAGRAPHS THIS WEEK. 

 

Barrington Moore, Social Origins of Dictatorship and Democracy (Boston: Beacon Press, 1966), ch. 7, “The 

Democratic Route to Modern Society,” pp. 413-432 (e-reserve). Make sure you understand the 

theoretical argument and pay attention to the historical detail insofar as it helps you make sense of 

the theoretical argument. 

  

Evelyne Huber, Dietrich Rueschemeyer, and John D. Stephens, “The Impact of Economic Development on 

Democracy,” Journal of Economic Perspectives 7, no. 3 (Summer 1993): 71-86 (e-reserve). 

 

Michael L. Ross, “What Have We Learned about the Resource Curse?” Annual Review of Political Science 18 

(2015): 239-259 (e-reserve). 

 

 

Bellin, Eva. 2000. “Contingent Democrats: Industrialists, Labor, and Democratization in Late-Developing 

Countries.” World Politics 52 (January): 175-205. 

 

Bermeo, Nancy. 2010. “Interests, inequality, and Illusion in the Choice for Fair Elections,” Comparative Political 

Studies 43, nos. 8/9 (2010): 1119-1147. 

 

Casper, Gretchen, and M. M. Taylor. 1996. Negotiating Democracy. 
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ISSUES IN POST-COMMUNIST DEMOCRATIZATION 

 

November 4  Markets and Democracy   

 

Joel Hellman, “Winners Take All: The Politics of Partial Reform in Postcommunist Transitions,” World Politics 50, 

no. 2 (January 1998): 203-34 (e-reserve). 

 

Mitchell Orenstein, “What Happened in East European (Political) Economies? A Balance Sheet for 

Neoliberal Reform,” East European Politics & Societies 23, no. 4 (Fall 2009): 479-490 (e-reserve). 

 

Kristen Ghodsee, “Three Bulgarian Jokes,” and “Democracy for the Penguins,” From Red Hangover: Legacies 

of Twentieth-Century Communism (Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2017), pp. 149, 179-200 (e-

reserve). 

 

Be prepared to talk about the process of economic reform in your specialization country. 

 

Five-minute presentations on research projects (for those who signed up for this date). 

 

 

Cordero, G. and Simón, P. 2016. “Economic Crisis and Support for Democracy in Europe.” West European 

Politics, 39(2), 305-325. 

 

Frye, Timothy. 2000. Brokers and Bureaucrats: Building Market Institutions in Russia. Ann Arbor: University of 

Michigan Press. 

 

Frye, Timothy. 2010. Building States and Markets After Communism: The Perils of Polarized Democracy. New 

York: Cambridge University Press. 

 

Gilens, Martin. 2005. “Inequality and Democratic Responsiveness.” The Public Opinion Quarterly 69 (5): 778-

796. 

 

Jackson, John E., Jacek Klich, and Krystyna Poznanska. 2003. "Democratic Institutions and Economic 

Reform: The Polish Case." British Journal of Political Science 33, no. 1 (January): 85-108. 

 

Kaufman, Robert R. 2007. “Market Reform and Social Protection: Lessons from the Czech Republic, 

Hungary, and Poland.” 
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November 11  Institutional Choice 

 

Juan Linz, “The Perils of Presidentialism, Journal of Democracy 1, no. 1 (Winter 1990): 51-69 (e-reserve). 

 

Scott Mainwaring, “Presidentialism, Multipartism, and Democracy: The Difficult Combination,” Comparative 

Political Studies 26, no. 2 (July 1993): 198-228 (e-reserve). 

 

Przeworski, Alvarez, and Cheibub, Democracy and Development, pp. 128-136 (e-reserve). 

 

M. Steven Fish, “Stronger Legislatures, Stronger Democracies,” Journal of Democracy 17, no. 1 (January 2006), 

pp. 5-20 (e-reserve). 

 

Benjamin A. Graham, Michael K. Miller, and Kaare W. Strøm, “Safeguarding Democracy: Powersharing and 
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Communist Politics." Communist and Post-Communist Studies 31 (3): 217
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December 2 Diversity and Populism 

 

Francisco E. Gonzales and Clifford Young, “The Resurgence and Spread of Populism?,” SAIS Review of 

International Affairs 37, no. 1 (Winter-Spring 2017): 3-18  (e-reserve). 

 

Mitchell A. Orenstein and Bojan Bugarič, “Work, family, Fatherland: the political economy of populism in 

central and Eastern Europe, Journal of European Public Policy (pre-publication, 2020): 1-20 (e-

reserve). 

  

Lenka Bustikova, Extreme Reactions: Radical Right Mobilization in Eastern Europe (Cambridge, UK: 

Cambridge University Press, 2020), pp. 1-14 (e-reserve). 

 

Anthony Oberschall, excerpt on Serbia from “Social Movements and the Transition to Democracy,” 

Democratization 7, no. 3 (Autumn 2000): 39—41 (e-reserve).  

 

Be prepared to talk about how your specialization country has handled diversity and populism. 

 

 

Bieber, F. 2003. "The Serbian transition and civil society: roots of the delayed transition in Serbia." 

International Journal of Politics, Culture and Society 17 (Fall): 73-90. 

 

Elkins, Zachary, and John Sides. 2007. “Can Institutions Build Unity in Multiethnic States?” American Political 

Science Review 101, no. 4 (November): 693-708. 

 

Fish, Steven M. and Matthew Kroenig. 2006. “Diversity, Conflict and Democracy,” Democratization 13, no. 5 

(December): 828-842.  

 

Fomina, Joanna, and Jacek Kucharczyk. 2016. “The Specter Haunting Europe: Populism and Protest in 

Poland.” Journal of Democracy 27, no. 4 (October): 58-68. 

 

Ganev, Venelin. 2013. “Post-Accession Hooliganism: Democratic Governance in Bulgaria and Romania 

after 2007.” East European Politics and Societies and Cultures 
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December 16  

 

Grad students: written FINAL EXAM  6:10-8:00 pm  

 

Undergrad students: We will schedule small group oral exams earlier during exam week as they fit in your 

schedule. 

 

 

 

 

 

Datasets: Measures of Democracy and More 

 

 

www.freedomhouse.org. Freedom House is a non-profit, non-partisan organization publishing the annual 

Freedom in the World surveys and the Freedom House Index of Political Rights and Civil Liberties. 

 

www.systemicpeace.org/polity/polity4.htm. The Polity IV project web site contains information on, and 

access to, the most recent update of the Polity data series. 

 

http://www.prio.no/Data/Governance/Vanhanens-index-of-democracy/. Tatu Vanhanen’s index of 

democracy and Polyarchy dataset. 

 

http://www.hks.harvard.edu/fs/pnorris/Data/Data.htm. Pippa Norris’ website provides an integrated 

dataset merging four democracy measures. 

 

https://www.idea.int/data-tools. 
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Available services 

 

University Counseling Center  

The University Counseling Center (UCC) offers free, short-term, solution-focused counseling to Saint Louis 

University undergraduate and graduate students. UCC counselors are highly trained clinicians who can 

assist with a variety of issues, such as adjustment to college life, troubling changes in mood, and chronic 

psychological conditions. To make an appointment, call 314-977-8255 (TALK), or visit the clinic on the 

second floor of Wuller Hall. 

 

Student Success Center  

In recognition that people learn in a variety of ways and that learning is influenced by multiple factors (e.g., 

prior experience, study skills, learning disability), resources to support student success are available on 

campus. The Student Success Center assists students with academic-related services and is located in the 

Busch Student Center (Suite, 331). Students can visit https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/ 

to learn more about tutoring services, university writing services, disability services, and academic 

coaching.  

 

University Writing Services  

Students are encouraged to take advantage of University Writing Services in the Student Success Center; 

getting feedback benefits writers at all skill levels. Trained writing consultants can help with writing projects, 

multimedia projects, and oral presentations. University Writing Services offers one-on-one consultations that 
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eligibility for academic accommodations will be shared with course instructors by email from CADR and 

within the instructor’s official course roster. Students who do not have a documented disability but who 

think they may have one also are encouraged to contact to CADR. Confidentiality will be observed in all 

inquiries. 

 

Title IX 
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5. As a temporary amendment to the current University Attendance Policy, all absences due to illness or 

an isolation/quarantine directive issued by a qualified health official, or due to an adverse reaction to 

a COVID-19 vaccine, shall be considered “Authorized” absences 

 

 

Face Masks (2021-2022) 

Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, key safeguards like face masks have allowed SLU to safely maintain 

in-person learning. If public health conditions and local, state, and federal restrictions demand it, the 

University may require that all members of our campus community wear face masks indoors.  

 

Therefore, any time a University-level face mask requirement is in effect, face masks will be required in this 

class. This expectation will apply to all students and instructors, unless a medical condition warrants an 

exemption from the face mask requirement (see below).  

 

When a University-wide face mask requirement is in effect, the following will apply: 

¶ Students who attempt to enter a classroom without wearing masks will be asked by the instructor to 

put on their masks prior to entry. Students who remove their masks during a class session will be 

asked by the instructor to resume wearing their masks.  

¶ Students and instructors may remove their masks briefly to take a sip of water but should replace 

masks immediately. The consumption of food will not be permitted. 

¶ Students who do not comply with the expectation that they wear a mask in accordance with the 

University-wide face mask requirement may be subject to disciplinary actions per the rules, 

regulations, and policies of Saint Louis University, including but not limited to those outlined in 

the Student Handbook. Non-compliance with this policy may result in disciplinary action, up to and 

including any of the following: 

o dismissal from the course(s) 

o removal from campus housing (if applicable) 

o 


