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POLS 4530/5530: Authoritarianism  

 
Fall 2020 – Monday 7:15-10:00 pm, Beracha 213 

Professor Matthew Nanes 

matthew.nanes@slu.edu  

Office Hours: By appointment (virtual only) 

 

Course Description and Goals 

This course provides an introduction to research on authoritarian politics. The primary purpose is to review, synthesize, 

and critique existing scholarly literature on the topic, and to build a foundation on which students may begin their own 

research. Questions we will cover include: 

 What is an autocracy? 

 Are all autocracies the same from an analytic perspective? What is to be gained by differentiating and 

categorizing? 

 When and why do democracies die? 

 What problems do dictators face? How do they solve those problems? 

 Why do autocracies sometimes allow democratic institutions like legislatures, opposition parties, and elections? 

 How do autocrats rig elections? Why bother holding an election that is obviously rigged? 

 Why do opposition parties and candidates participate in rigged elections? 

 How does authoritarianism affect policy outcomes, economic growth, and international interactions?  

By the end of the semester, students should be able to a) summarize what existing research has to say about each of these 

questions, and b) mak

Russia, Mexico, Africa (cross-national), 

Jordan, Lebanon, and Uganda.  

 

Attendance Policy 

Attendance and active participation are expected. Classroom discussions constitute a major portion of the course, and you 

cannot make up for missed sessions by doing the readings or reviewing notes. You are allowed 1 unexcused absence with 

no penalty. Additional absences will be excused only with documentation of a genuine need that is beyond your control. 

mailto:matthew.nanes@slu.edu
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 Diamond (2002), “Thinking about Hybrid Regimes.” 

 
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Week 9: How to Steal an Election (II) 

 

Reading 
 Gans-Morse, Jordan, Sebastian Mazzuca, and Simeon Nichter (2013), “Varieties of Clientelism: Machine Politics 

during Elections.” American Journal of Political Science 

 Corstange, Daniel (2018), “Clientelism in Competitive and Uncompetitive Elections.” Comparative Political 
Studies  

 Ferree, Karen, Robert Dowd, Danielle Jung, and Clark Gibson (2014), “Experimental Evidence on the Effects of 

Electoral Inking on Turnout in a Fragile Democracy.” Unpublished Manuscript 
 
Week 10: Economic Development and Public Goods (I) 

 

Reading 
 



5 

 

Syllabus statements required by the office of the provost: 
 
Academic Integrity  

https://www.slu.edu/provost/policies/academic-and-course/policy_academic-integrity_6-26-2015.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/provost/policies/academic-and-course/policy_academic-integrity_6-26-2015.pdf
mailto:Disability_services@slu.edu
mailto:anna.kratky@slu.edu
https://www.lighthouse-services.com/_StandardCustomURL/LHILandingPage.asp
https://www.lighthouse-services.com/_StandardCustomURL/LHILandingPage.asp
https://www.slu.edu/here4you
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel
https://www.slu.edu/here4you
https://slu.policystat.com/policy/token_access/2e1e7d4c-49c9-42ba-8055-ca833711bea4/
https://slu.policystat.com/policy/token_access/2e1e7d4c-49c9-42ba-8055-ca833711bea4/
https://www.slu.edu/human-resources/pdfs/policies/americans-disabilities-act-policy.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php
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http://www.lighthouse-services.com/slu
http://www.lighthouse-services.com/slu
http://www.lighthouse-services.com/slu
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-health/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-health/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-health/index.php
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-procedures/attendance/
https://catalog.slu.edu/academic-policies/academic-policies-procedures/attendance/
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Synchronous Video Contexts (Zoom, etc.) 

1.   Mute your microphone when you are not speaking.  Remember to “un-mute” yourself just prior to speaking.  Identify 

yourself when you begin speaking. 

2.   Expect a few seconds of delay in getting a response from the instructor or another class member to a question; wait before 

repeating your question or assuming it was not heard. 

3.   If possible, position your camera such that your video feed does not capture too much of your surroundings or other 

activity/sound from your home/location.  Be conscious of posters, art, or other surroundings that others might find offensive or 


