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at the right answer. Unfortunately, there can be more than one right answer, and varying degrees 

of what’s “right.” Expect to have to justify the decisions you make. If you can do that 

convincingly, then you have probably arrived at a right answer.  

 

Programming is like a foreign language. It will to look like complete gibberish at first. Until you 

learn the basic syntax of the language, you won’t be able to tell the difference between a variable 

and a command, which makes sample code unhelpful. Be patient, trust that it gets easier, and if 

you don’t understand an example, ASK!  

 

Everyone learns differently. This course exposes you to four sets of voices on any given topic: 

the voice of your professor, that of the textbook author, those of the supplementary reading 

authors, and those of your classmates. This repetitive approach is by design. If my explanations 

aren’t working for you, it does not mean you’re doing anything wrong (nor does it mean I’m a 

bad teacher, though it might if the entire class thinks my explanations are useless). It simply 

means that you need the explanation from another voice. Some of you will appreciate verbose 
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o Selecting cases 

o STATA: Data management (gen, drop, egen, collapse) 

o READING 

 K&W Chapter 2: The Art of Theory Building 
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6. Working with imperfect qualitative and quantitative data 

o Threats to inference: omitted variables, directionality, missing data, measurement 

error, selection 

o READING: 

 King et al 
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 Fearon, James and David Laitin, “Integrating Qualitative and Quantitative 
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