
 
 

POLS 2710/WGST2710X   Theories of Justice 
Spring 2024 

                 
Dr. Wynne Moskop            Office hours: 
McGannon Hall 136            T  11am-2pm 
wynne.moskop@slu.edu            R 11-11:45am 
314.977.2897            & by appointment  

        

  
 

 Adapted from Robert Mankof, “The Peoples Choices,” The New Yorker, July 25, 2013,    
 https://www.newyorker.com/cartoons/bob-mankoff/the-peoples-choices#slide_ss_0=4  

 

Catalog Description  
This class exposes students to various ways in which political theorists have attempted to answer the 
question: “What is justice?” The course covers a variety of theories of justice, including utilitarian, 
liberal, feminist, and socialist perspectives. The course also applies theories of justice to actual political 
issues. 
 
Course Description 
This class exposes students to different ways in which political theorists and practitioners in law and 
politics have attempted to answer the question: “What is justice?” We study a variety of theories of 
justice—ancient, modern, and contemporary, with an emphasis on feminist alternatives to traditional 
theories.  Readings include selections from Ptahhotep, Aristotle, John Locke, Immanuel Kant, Mary 
Wollstonecraft, John Rawls, Jane Addams, Eva Kittay, Joan Tronto, Kimberle Crenshaw, Charles Mills, 
and Miranda Fricker, among others. These readings are punctuated by court cases and policy-related 
readings. 

The course is organized into three parts. Part I considers: What are theories of justice for? Who creates 
or articulates them? Whom do they serve? Part II examines historical perspectives on justice. Part III 
examines theories of justice from contemporary feminist and race perspectives.   

mailto:wynne.moskop@slu.edu
https://www.newyorker.com/cartoons/bob-mankoff/the-peoples-choices#slide_ss_0=4
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Our overriding goal is to assess the potential of each theory for identifying and addressing injustice and 
progressing toward more just institutions and practices—in public and private spaces, and with 
attention to race, gender, religion, and citizenship status. We read with these questions in mind:  
¶ To what problem of injustice does the writer respond?   

¶ What remedies does 

/provost/university-undergraduate-core/core-student-learning-outcomes.php
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class has already attended; in that context, the purpose of class discussion is, then, to 
process the author’s ideas so that we understand them better and have the opportunity 
to consider their ramifications for justice. Naturally, you cannot expect to get much out 
of the discussion if you haven’t “attended” the “lecture” to be discussed.  

¶ To prepare for class, I suggest that you outline the author’s argument: What is their 
purpose? What do they want us to learn? Why? Take note of passages in the text that 
help you respond to these general questions and to the specific study questions 
assigned for the text.  

¶ Taking notes in class. What kind of notes is it helpful to take in a discussion class? First, 
listen to the discussion and try to understand what each speaker is contributing to move 
the discussion forward. Second, when some part of the discussion clicks in your mind – 
by appearing to support or contradict your own tentative conclusions, write it down. 
Contribute your insight to the class discussion. All of this will help with your journal 
reflections (see below). 

¶ Always bring a copy (paper or electronic) copy of the assigned text(s) to class so that 
we can work together to understand an thinker’s purpose, evidence, and underlying 
assumptions. Periodically class time will be allotted for you to write short journal 
reflections about what you have learned from our examination of particular texts. There 
may be occasional pop quizzes to encourage everyone to keeping up with reading 
assignments. Since the knowledge and ability to use it in critical analyze accumulate, if  
you fall behind at the beginning of the semester, that will hamper your progress for the 
remainder of the course. 

¶ Everyone in the class will have multiple opportunities to serve as an "expert" discussant 
who is responsible for commenting on study questions I will provide and for raising 
questions of your own.  

¶ There will be at least one reading and presentation project that small groups work on 
together. 

¶ There may be occasional pop quizzes over the readings to encourage you to pay close 
attention to them. Pop quizzes count as part of your class participation grade. 

2) Civility. Talking about political issues and reading historical texts that employ language no 
longer in use today can be controversial. Strong opinions are expected and acceptable. Even 
so, it is crucial to maintain respectful, open conversation that allow us to question how well 
founded any of our assumptions may be. These guidelines may be helpful. (Modified from 
https://livingroomconversations.org/topics/talking_politics/)  

¶ Be curious about what we read and seek to understand the author’s argument; in the 
same vein, listen to other perspectives in class discussion and try to understand the 
speaker’s perspective.  

¶ Show respect to the voices of authors and also to members of our class; suspend 
judgment. Setting judgement aside opens you up to learning from others and makes 

https://livingroomconversations.org/topics/talking_politics/


 5 

them feel respected and appreciated. Try to truly listen, without interruption or 

https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1vXaGg5bne1S-NsX5Gxvfwce0zHQWQhin
https://drive.google.com/drive/u/1/folders/1vXaGg5bne1S-NsX5Gxvfwce0zHQWQhin


mailto:writing@slu.edu
/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/universitywriting-services/index.php
/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/universitywriting-services/index.php
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A  4.0             A-   3.7 

B+   3.3             B     3.0         B-    2.7 

C+   2.3             C     2.0         C-    1.7  

D+   1.3             D     1.0 

F      0  

8) Communication. The easiest way to reach me is by email, wynne.moskop@slu.edu. Please 
do not hesitate to email with questions and concerns. I will answer within 24 to 48 hours. If 
you do not hear from me in 48 hours, please email again. (I get lots of emails and it’s 
possible to miss one occasionally.) Help is always available, so please do not hesitate to ask. 
I am always glad to meet with you. If my office hours are not convenient, please ask for an 
appointment, and feel free to drop in to McGannon 136 whenever my office door is open. 

9) Electronics. Computers and tablet are to be used in class only for accessing assigned 
readings, working on journal reflections, or taking notes or exams.  

10) All students are expected to fill out both a self evaluation and a course evaluation at the 
end of the semester.  

11) There is no required textbook for this class.  All assignments are online or on electronic reserve in 
Pius Library. The electronic reserve password for this class is justice. 

 
The following university policy statements can be found at the end of this syllabus: 

¶ Student Success Center 

¶ University Writing Services 

¶ Academic Integrity  

¶ Disability Accommodations 

¶ Title IX 

¶ Wellness  
Mental health resources 

 
¶ Basic Needs Resources  

 

mailto:wynne.moskop@slu.edu
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list, https://libguides.slu.edu/er.php?course_id=105309 . However, you can reach the list by looking up 

the course number or instructor. 
 
Part I.  What are theories of justice for?  

Jan 16      INTRODUCTION. Who creates theories of justice? For what purpose? Whom do they serve? 

In class, we will view & discuss A Jury of Her Peers, Alfred Hitchcock’s version of Susan 
Glaspell’s 1917 short story about a murder on an isolated midwestern farm. (A Jury of Her 
Peers 

https://libguides.slu.edu/er.php?course_id=105309
https://www.dailymotion.com/video/x7yyzpg
https://www.oyez.org/cases/2015/14-1373
https://www.ganino.com/files/Ptahhotep.pdf
https://chs.harvard.edu/primary-source/plato-the-apology-of-socrates-sb/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=380KSdkV6zY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=380KSdkV6zY
http://classics.mit.edu/Aristotle/nicomachaen.html
http://www.earlymoderntexts.com/assets/pdfs/locke1689a.pdf
https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/3420
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Mar  5-6   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o9-fiYu0A-0,%20https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lVu-aiWDk20
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15487/15487-h/15487-h.htm
https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/mapping-margins.pdf
https://www.racialequitytools.org/resourcefiles/mapping-margins.pdf
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Disability Services, and Academic Coaching. Disability Accommodations Syllabus Statement 
Student Success Center and University Writing Services  
Student Success Center 

/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-disability-accommodations.docx
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-ssc.docx
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-writing-services.docx
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-academic-integrity.docx
/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/syllabus-stmt-title-ix.docx
/wellbeing/index.php
https://cm.maxient.com/reportingform.php?SaintLouisUniv&layout_id=35
mailto:deanofstudents@slu.edu

