
Seminar in American Political Thought:  Meanings of Citizenship  

POLS 4750/5750, WGST 4750/6700, ASTD 6020 
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Dr. Wynne Moskop                            Office hours  
McGannon 136                T, W 2-3:30 
wynne.moskop@slu.edu               & by appointment 
               

 

The Verdict of the People (George Caleb Bingham, 1854), Saint Louis Art Museum 

Bingham’s painting depicts a frontier town as election results are read—during the decade before 
the Civil War. Bingham meant to provide “an art record” of his time. The painting maps in physical 
space the relation of the voters

 a 
wheel barrow amidst the revelry; and in the upper right, a small group of women gather on a hotel 
balcony high above the raucous crowd in the street. 

Similar to Bingham’s painting, this course questions what citizenship means, and how it looks, to 
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provides research assistance with library and other information resources, developing search 
strategies, finding the right sources for your research project and more. You can contact her via 
email (rebecca.hyde@slu.edu) and/or set up an appointment online. We’ll get started by having 
the full class meet with Professor Hyde early in the semester. 
 
Instructor feedback and evaluation. Normally, I will respond to individual journal entries during 
the week they are submitted, if they are submitted on time. Rubrics/Guidelines for evaluating all 
written and oral assignments are posted on Canvas; these rubrics are for your own self-
evaluation of the quality of your work, as well as for grading.  

Grading 
 
Grades are determined as follows:  

�x Class participation (including attendance, discussion, occasional written responses to study 
questions, presentation of assigned readings or extra articles, reflections on Canvas, and 
assigned peer review of a classmate’s final project) - 30% 

�x Midterm synthetic essay – 20%;  

�x Final research project – 50%. Projects are developed in stages so that folks do not get 
behind. Developmental stages (including abstract, first 5 pages, rough draft, oral 
powerpoint presentation) count 10%. If your work at a particular stage or on a particular 
component does not meet posted criteria, you probably will not need me to tell you; but I 

will ��	¸	¹	º	» . The final version of the project counts 40%. 

https://libguides.slu.edu/prf.php?account_id=33446
mailto:wynne.moskop@slu.edu
mailto:rhyde1@slu.edu
tel:314-977-3106
http://libguides.slu.edu/polisci
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I hope you will take advantage of the Student Success Center’s resources and services.  
 
In recognition that people learn in a variety of ways and that learning is influenced by 
multiple factors (e.g., prior experience, study skills, learning disability), resources to 
support student success are available. Students can visit the Student Success 
Center website to learn more about Tutoring Services, University Writing Services, 
Disability Services, and Academic Coaching. 
Link: https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/index.php  
 
University Writing Services 
I particularly encourage you to take advantage of University Writing Services in the Student 
Success Center; getting feedback benefits writers at all skill levels. Trained writing consultants can 
help with writing projects, multimedia projects, and oral presentations. University Writing Services 
offers one-on-one consultations that address everything from brainstorming and developing ideas 
to crafting strong sentences and documenting sources. Students have the option to complete an 
online submission (for asynchronous feedback) or to schedule a live video conference. Both can be 
scheduled through EAB Navigate. For more information, visit the Student Success Center or email 
writing@slu.edu. For all: https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-
support/university-writing-services/.  For graduate students: https://www.slu.edu/life-at-
slu/student-success-center/academic-support/university-writing-services/graduate-writing-
resources.php 
 
University policy statements are provided at the end of this syllabus. 

Tentative Schedule   

Detailed assignments�v including readings, study questions, and reports assigned to individual 
students--will be posted on Canvas . Some longer primary source readings may be divided into 
individual or group reports. In addition to primary source readings, for most class sessions, 
contemporary articles will be assigned either to the whole class or for individual reports.  Articles 
assigned as individual reports are recommended reading for the rest of the class. The schedule 
below is tentative and may be revised according to needs of the class.  

These books are available in Barnes and Noble campus bookstore:  

Alexander Hamilton, John Jay, James Madison, The Federalist Papers 
Thomas Jefferson, The Life and Selected Writings of Thomas Jefferson, eds Koch and Peden 
Three African-American Classics: 

https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/index.php
mailto:writing@slu.edu
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/university-writing-services/
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/university-writing-services/
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/university-writing-services/graduate-writing-resources.php
https://www.slu.edu/life-at-slu/student-success-center/academic-support/university-writing-services/graduate-writing-resources.php
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Additional assigned readings and articles for reports are available in Pius Library electronic 
journals, online, ERes, or from the instructor, as indicated in the Canvas weekly assignments 
section. Always check the Canvas weekly assignment for the latest detailed version of any week’s 
assignment. The password for ERes is Citizen. 

Preliminary Class Schedule (This may change according to the needs and interests of the class. See 
Canvas for detailed reading assignments, study questions, and reports assigned for each class.) 

1/23   Introduction:  Multiple meanings of citizenship  

 Readings below are to be completed before our first class meeting. See study questions on 
Canvas. 

�x Linda Kerber, “The Meanings of Citizenship,” The Journal of American History; 
(December 1997): 833-854. Pius Library electronic journals 

�x U.S. Declaration of Independence (1776), https://www.archives.gov/founding-
docs/declaration-transcript  

�x Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Seneca Falls Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions (1848), 
https://www.bowdoin.edu/~smcmahon/courses/hist246/readingguide/files/stanton_d
eclaration_resolutions.pdf  

�x James Earl Jones reads part of Frederick Douglass’s 1852 speech, “What to the Slave is 
the 4th of July,” 5-minute video, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O0baE_CtU08  

�x W.E.B. DuBois, Black Reconstruction in America (1935), first two chapters,  “The Black 
Worker” and “The White Worker,” 

https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.archives.gov/founding-docs/declaration-transcript
https://www.bowdoin.edu/~smcmahon/courses/hist246/readingguide/files/stanton_declaration_resolutions.pdf
https://www.bowdoin.edu/~smcmahon/courses/hist246/readingguide/files/stanton_declaration_resolutions.pdf
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�x   Nancy Fraser & Linda Gordon, “Contract versus Charity: Why Is There No Social 
Citizenship in the U.S.?” Socialist Review 22 (1992): 45-68. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/288520382_Contract_versus_Charity_Why_Is_There_
No_Social_Citizenship_in_the_United_States   

�x   Short videos on race and the social contract 

2/6, 13  Founding and the U.S. Constitution 

�x Thomas Jefferson (1743-1824), Selected Writings, selections  

�x Hamilton,  Jay, Madison, Federalist Papers (1787-1788), selections 

�x Antifederalist Papers (1787-1788), selections, https://thefederalistpapers.org/anti-
federalist-papers   

�x U.S. Constitution (1787), http://constitutionus.com/ 

�x Judith Sargent Murray, “On the Equality of the Sexes” (1790), 
http://nationalhumanitiescenter.org/pds/livingrev/equality/text5/sargent.pdf    

2/20, 27 19th Century Politics and Society 

�x Harriet Martineau, Society in America (1837), selections, 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/52621/52621-h/52621-h.htm  

�x Alexis de Tocqueville, Democracy in America (1835), selections, 
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/815/815-h/815-h.htm   

�x Andrew Jacksons’s Second Annual Message (1830) 
https://web.archive.org/web/20111006050959/http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4
h3437t.html  

�x Cherokee Letter protesting Treat of New Echota (1836), 
https://web.archive.org/web/20110906013754/http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/aia/part4/4
h3083t.html  

�x Thoreau, “On Civil Disobedience” (1849), 
https://xroads.virginia.edu/~Hyper2/thoreau/civil.html  

�x Frederick Douglass, What to the Slave is the Fourth of July? (1852), 
https://teachingamericanhistory.org/document/what-to-the-slave-is-the-fourth-of-
july/ 

�x Elizabeth Cady Stanton, Solitude of Self (1892), 
https://www.nps.gov/wori/learn/historyculture/solitude-of-self.htm  

2/27     The Civil War, Race, and Absolute versus Concurrent Majority   

�x 
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4/3 Tentative topic: White Nationalism 

�x Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz, “What White Supremacists Know,” Boston Review, 
http://bostonreview.net/race/roxanne-dunbar-ortiz-what-white-supremacists-know 

�x W.E.B. DuBois, DuBois, Ch. 2 “The Souls of White Folk,” in Dark Water, 1920 
http://www.gutenberg.org/files/15210/15210-h/15210-h.htm#Chapter_II  

�x Trump v Hawaii, especially Sotomayor dissent, 
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/17pdf/17-965_h315.pdf  

�x Jayashri Srikantiah and Shirin Sinnar, “White Nationalism as Immigration Policy,” 
Stanford Law Review, March 2019. https://www.stanfordlawreview.org/online/white-
nationalism-as-immigration-policy/ 

4/10     Easter Monday. University holiday. April 11-15: You will meet with me in groups of 3 to   
discuss your research projects.  
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Disability Accommodations policy can be found here.  
 
Mandatory Syllabus Statement on Face Masks (until further notice), here  
 
ADA Accommodations for Face Mask Requirements 
Saint Louis University is committed to maintaining an inclusive and accessible 
environment. Individuals who are unable to wear a face mask due to medical reasons should 
contact the Office of Disability Services (students) or Human Resources (instructors) to initiate the 
accommodation process identified in the University’s ADA Policy. Inquiries or concerns may also 
be directed to the Office of Institutional Equity and Diversity. Notification to instructors of SLU-
approved ADA accommodations should be made in writing prior to the first class session in any 
term (or as soon thereafter as possible). 
 
Mandatory temporary syllabus statement on In-Person Class Attendance and Participation (until 
further notice) 

 
 

https://www.slu.edu/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/2022-syllabus-stmt_face-masks.docx
https://www.slu.edu/human-resources/pdfs/policies/americans-disabilities-act-policy.pdf
https://www.slu.edu/general-counsel/institutional-equity-diversity/index.php
https://www.slu.edu/provost/faculty-affairs/teaching-resources-for-faculty/course-syllabus-information/syllabus-statements/2022-syllabus-stmt_in-class-attendance-and-participation.docx

