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Seminar in American Politics 
Political Science 5100 

Spring 2018 
 
Steven Rogers Class time: Mondays: 7:15 ² 10:00pm 
Office: McGannon Hall 125 Classroom: McGannon 122 
Email: steven.rogers@slu.edu  Office Hours: Mondays 3 ² 4pm or by appointment 
 

Course Description  
  

This class is a survey course of the political science American Politics subfield.  By the end of this 
course, you should have a familiarity with some of the fundamental debates and works within 
American political science research.  The first half of this class focuses on political institutions.  Here, 
we will study how political elites act within the American political system to achieve their goals.  The 
second half of the class focuses on political behavior.  Here, we will focus on how voters develop 
and act upon their political opinions.  A key goal of this course is to help you prepare for the 
American politics comprehensive field exam.   

 

Learning Objectives 
 

1. To understand the theoretical underpinnings of research focusing on institutional aspects of the 
United States government, with a focus on legislative, executive and judicial institutions. 

2. To understand the theoretical underpinnings of research focusing on political behavior, with a focus 
on public opinion, partisanship, and elections. 

 

Course Requirements  
 

1. Class Participation 
Your class participation consists of three parts.  Regular in-class participation; discussion questions, 
and in class presentations. 
 
First, your primary assignment is to complete the readings and contribute to weekly seminar 
discussion.   You are permitted one unexcused absence from class.  For each additional unexcused 
absence, your final course grade will be reduced by 2%.  If you have more than three unexcused 
absences, you will fail the course.  If you must miss class for a legitimate reason (e.g. illness, family 
emergency, or University sponsored activity) you should contact the professor as soon as possible. 
An absence is excused only if explicitly stated by Professor Rogers by email (therefore if you speak to 
Professor Rogers – be sure to send a follow up email to confirm excuse).   
 
Second, for at least two of the seminar meetings, you are required to submit a list of questions and 
discussion topics by 2pm on the Sunday prior to the class by email to Professor Rogers.  These 
questions/topics should be 1 – 2 pages and reflect critical assessments of each of the week’s assigned 
readings. 
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Third, you will present and lead discussion for two readings from the assigned readings.  Possible 

readings to choose from are designated in the Course Reading list by an asterisk (*).  Presentations 

(roughly 10 minutes) should: 

 Describe the main themes of the reading  

 Explain what its contributions are to our understanding of American politics  

 Provide specific criticisms of the study (e.g., its theoretical argument, hypotheses, evidence, 
analysis, etc.)  

 Raise questions about specific theoretical or empirical issues that you did not understand  

 Include a one page handout for fellow students 
 

Field Exam Papers:   
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Research Paper Requirements 
 Memo: Research memos will summarize initial empirical findings and serve as a starting 

document for a conversation between Rogers and the student.  The memo is due on March 
9 by email, and you are required to meet with the professor by appointment by March 23 to 
discuss the memo. Memos should be between 2 – 4 pages (single spaced, excluding Tables 
and Figures).  Memos should include brief sections: 

o Summary: Summary of entire memo in 300 words or less 
o Data & Model Specification: Description of data used; dependent and independent 

variables; and research design (e.g. statistical model) 
o Findings and Initial Interpretations 
o Next steps: 300 – 400 word section outlining next steps of empirical analyses 
o Meeting Discussion Questions:  Questions or concerns that student would like to 

discuss with Rogers 
The memo is worth 10% of Research Paper grade. 

 Presentation: A 10 minute in-class, presentation on their research project on April 23 or 30.  
There will then be 5 – 10 minutes of Q&A from the class. Worth 15% of Research Paper 
grade. 

 Paper: The final paper should be 25 - 40 pages (excluding tables, figures, references and 
appendices), double spaced and twelve point font.  The final the Research Paper is due May 7 
by 11:59pm.  Worth 75% of Research Paper grade. 
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Course Evaluations 
Students are requested to fill out a course evaluation at the end of the course. 
 

Academic Honesty 
The University is a community of learning, whose effectiveness requires an environment of mutual trust and 
integrity. Academic integrity is violated by any dishonesty such as soliciting, receiving, or providing any 
unauthorized assistance in the completion of work submitted toward academic credit. While not all forms of 
academic dishonesty can be listed here, examples include copying from another student, copying from a book 
or class notes during a closed book exam, submitting materials authored by or revised by another person as the 
student’s own work, copying a passage or text directly from a published source without appropriately citing or 
recognizing that source, taking a test or doing an assignment or other academic work for another student, 
securing or supplying in advance a copy of an examination or quiz without the knowledge or consent of the 
instructor, sharing or receiving the questions from an on-line quiz with another student, taking an on-line quiz 
with the help of another student, and colluding with another student or students to engage in academic 
dishonesty. 
 
All clear violations of academic integrity will be met with appropriate sanctions. In this course, academic 
dishonesty on an assignment will result in an automatic grade of 0 for that assignment and a report of academic 
dishonesty sent to the Academic Honesty Committee of the College of Arts and Sciences. In the case of Class 
B violations, the Academic Honesty Committee may impose a larger sanction including, but not limited to, 
assigning a failing grade in the course, disciplinary probation, suspension, and dismissal from the University.  
 
Students should refer to the following SLU website for more information about Class A and B violations and 
the procedures following a report of academic dishonesty: http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml 
 

http://www.slu.edu/x12657.xml
http://www.slu.edu/success
tel:314-977-8885
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Week 5 – February 19: Interest Groups and the Bureaucracy [93 pages] 

 Schattschneider, “The Scope and Bias of the Pressure System” in The Semisovereign People: A Realist’s 
View of Democracy in America (1960) – Chapter 2 [23 pages] 

 Hojnacki, Marie and David Kimball. “Organized Interests and the Decision of Whom to Lobby in 
Congress.” The American Political Science Review. 1998. [10 pages] 

 Moe, Terry.  “The Politics of Structural Choice.” In Organization Theory. 1995. [33 pages] 

 Huber, John. Charles Shipan, and Madelaine Pfahler, “Legislatures and Statutory Control of 
Bureaucracy.” American Journal of Political Science. 2001. [14 pages]* 

 Clinton, Joshua D., David Lewis, and Jennifer Selin. “Influencing Bureaucracy: The Irony of 
Congres
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Week 10 – April 9 – Partisanship and Rational Choice Part 2 ~ [130 pages] 

 Fiorina, Morris. Unstable Majorities. (2017) Chapters 2 and 3. [49 pages] 

 Fowler, Anthony. “Partisan Tribalism of Policy Voting.” Working Paper [36 pages] 

 Lupia, Arthur. 1994. “Shortcuts Versus Encyclopedias: Information and Voting Behavior in 
California Insurance Reform Elections.” American Political Science Review 88: 63-76. [13 pages] * 

 Page, Ben and Robert Shapiro, The Rational Public (1992). Chapter 1. [32 pages] 

 
Week 11 – April 16 – The Media and Campaigns ~ [106 pages] 

 Iyengar, Shanto and Donald Kinder. “News that Matters.” Chapters 2 – 3. 1987. [27 pages] 

 Lenz, Gabriel.  “Learning and Opinion Change, Not Priming: Reconsidering the Priming 
Hypothesis.” American Journal of Political Science. (2009) [14 pages] 

 Prior, Markus. “News vs. Entertainment: How Increasing Media Choice Widens Gaps in Political 
Knowledge and Turnout” American Journal of Political Science. 2005. [12 pages] 

 Gerber, Alan, Dean Karlan, and Daniel Bergan. “Does the Media Matter? A Field Experiment on 
Measuring the Effect of Newspapers on Voting Behavior and Political Opinions.” American Economic 
Journal. (2009) [13 pages] * 

 Gelman, Andrew and Gary King. “Why are American Presidential Election Campaign Polls so 
Variable When Votes are so Predictable.” British Journal of Political Science (1993) [40 pages] 

 
Week 12 – April 23 – Political Participation  

 Literature Critique and Research Paper Presentations 

 Brady, Henry, Sidney Verba, and Kay Lehman Schlozman. “Beyond SES: A Resource Model of 
Political Participation.” The American Political Science Review.  (1995) [14 pages] * 

 Putnam, Robert. “Bowling Alone: America’s Declining Social Capital.” Journal of Democracy. (1996). 
[13 pages] 

 Mutz, Diana. Hearing the Other Side (2006) ~ Chapter 4. [35 pages] 

 Green, D.P., Gerber, A.S. and Larimer, C.W. “Social Pressure and Voter Turnout: Evidence from a 
Large-Scale Field Experiment.” American Political Science Review (2008). [11 pages]  

 
Week 13 – April 30 – Democracy in America – [73 pages] 

 Literature Critique and Research Paper Presentations 

 


