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We will address four sets of questions, and the connections between them: 
* What are the implications of feminism for academic research (who/what we study, how 
we study it, what we do with the findings)? 
* What implications does feminism have for epistemology (what counts as 
knowledge/ignorance, how one learns, who knowers are, what barriers to knowledge are 
connected to gender and race, etc.)? 
�
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 Attend; be prepared; participate regularly, vigorou

 

mailto:pweiss1@slu.edu


�:�K�H�Q���L�W���L�V���\�R�X�U���W�X�U�Q���W�R���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W���D���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�« 

�x �$�V�V�X�P�H���H�Y�H�U�\�R�Q�H���K�D�V���U�H�D�G���L�W�����<�R�X�¶�U�H���W�D�O�N�L�Q�J��about it, rather than describing the 
whole piece in detail. You should be able to address the essay in 10-15 minutes. 

�x Here are some items that may be useful to focus on (feel free to select others):  
o Show us where the author defines the purpose of the piece, explains why 

that is an important goal, and says how that goal will be met. You always 
want to find this in your readings, and to include it in your own writing. 

o Point out to us what you consider the two most important passages, 
explaining why they are central. 

o �0�D�N�H�������R�U�������O�L�Q�N�V���W�R���R�W�K�H�U���U�H�D�G�L�Q�J�V�����H�D�U�O�L�H�U���R�Q�H�V���R�U���W�R�G�D�\�¶�V��. 
o Tell us something you in particular learned from the piece. 
o Tell us how you might use something from the reading in your research. 
o Questions: Does this reading open up other research questions for you? Is 

�W�K�H�U�H���V�R�P�H�W�K�L�Q�J���\�R�X�¶�G���O�L�N�H���W�K�H���F�O�D�V�V���W�R���G�L�V�F�X�V�V�"���,�V���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���X�Q�F�O�H�D�U���R�U��
problematic to you? 

 

�:�K�H�Q���\�R�X���D�U�H���S�U�R�Y�L�G�L�Q�J���D���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���H�Y�H�Q�W�V���O�L�Q�N�« 

�x Tell us briefly 
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8/23   Introductions to one another and to feminist epistemology 

�x �'�R�Q�Q�D���.�D�W�H���5�X�V�K�L�Q�����³�7�K�H���%�U�L�G�J�H��
�3�R�H�P�´ 

�x �0�D�U�J�H���3�L�H�U�F�\�����³�8�Q�O�H�D�U�Q�L�Q�J���W�R���1�R�W��
�6�S�H�D�N�´ 

�x �³�$���E�R�G�\���R�I���N�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�´���H�[�H�U�F�L�V�H 
 

8/30   The Tales We Tell: Knowledge, 

Culture, Curiosity, Re-Interpretation, etc. 

�x C�\�Q�W�K�L�D���(�Q�O�R�H�����³�%�H�L�Q�J���&�X�U�L�R�X�V���D�E�R�X�W��
�2�X�U���/�D�F�N���R�I���)�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���&�X�U�L�R�V�L�W�\���´��The 
Curious Feminist: Searching for 
Women in a New Age of Empire (U. of 
California, 2004): 1-10. 

�x �(�P�L�O�\���0�D�U�W�L�Q�����³�7�K�H���(�J�J���D�Q�G���W�K�H���6�S�H�U�P����
How Science Has Constructed a 
Romance Based on Stereotypical Male-�)�H�P�D�O�H���5�R�O�H�V���´����Feminist Approaches to 
Theory and Methodology: An Interdisciplinary Reader, eds. Sharlene Hesse-
Biber, Christina Gilmartin, & Robin Lydenberg (Oxford U. Press, 1999): 15-28. 

�x �-�H�Q�Q�L�I�H�U���7�H�U�U�\�����³�/�H�V�E�L�D�Q�V���X�Q�G�H�U���W�K�H���0�H�G�L�F�D�O���*�D�]�H�����6�F�L�H�Q�W�L�V�W�V���6�H�D�U�F�K���I�R�U��
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http://www.aissg.org/PDFs/Five-Sexes-Revisited-2000.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/248986836_Theory_in_the_flesh_Toward_an_endarkened_epistemology
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/248986836_Theory_in_the_flesh_Toward_an_endarkened_epistemology


 

What does it mean for theories of knowledge to have a theory of ignorance? What 
questions is this relatively new area of research raising?  
 

9/13: The Epistemology and Politics of Ignorance     

�x �&�K�D�U�O�H�V���0�L�O�O�V�����³�:�K�L�W�H���,�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�F�H�´ http://shifter-magazine.com/wp-
content/uploads/2015/10/mills-white-ignorance.pdf 

�x �(�O�L�]�D�E�H�W�K���6�S�H�O�P�D�Q�����³�0�D�Q�D�J�L�Q�J���,�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�F�H���´��Race and Epistemologies of 
Ignorance, eds. Shannon Sullivan and Nancy Tuana (SUNY, 2007): 119-131. 

�x �1�D�Q�F�\���7�X�D�Q�D�����³�&�R�P�L�Q�J���W�R���8�Q�G�H�U�V�W�D�Q�G�����2�U�J�D�V�P���D�Q�G���W�K�H���(�S�L�V�W�H�P�R�O�R�J�\���R�I��
�,�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�F�H���´��The Feminist Philosophy Reader, eds. Alison Bailey and Chris 
Cuomo (Boston: McGraw-Hill, 2008): 765-791. 

�x �&�\�Q�W�K�L�D���7�R�Z�Q�O�H�\�����³�5�H�Y�D�O�X�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���,�J�Q�R�U�D�Q�F�H���´��Hypatia 21, 3 (Summer 2006): 37-
55. 

 

9/20     Some history of feminist epistemology 

�x Christine de Pizan (1405), The Book of the City of Ladies (NY: Persea Books, 
1982): 3-32  & 62-97. 

�x �-�X�G�L�W�K���6�D�U�J�H�Q�W���0�X�U�U�D�\�������������������³�2�Q���W�K�H���(�T�X�D�O�L�W�\���R�I���W�K�H���6�H�[�H�V���´��
http://digital.library.up  enn.edu/women/murray/equality/equality.html 

�x �&�K�D�U�O�R�W�W�H���3�H�U�N�L�Q�V���*�L�O�P�D�Q�������������������³�2�X�U���%�U�D�L�Q�V���D�Q�G���:�K�D�W���$�L�O�V���7�K�H�P���´ 

http://www.learner.org/interactives/literature/story/fulltext.html


 
 

 

 

10/4 B. More on Credibility and Authoritative Knowledge 

�x �&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H���.�L�Q�J�I�L�V�K�H�U���D�Q�G���$�Q�Q���0�L�O�O�D�U�G�����³�¶�0�L�O�N���0�D�N�H�V���0�H���6�L�F�N���E�X�W���0�\���%�R�G�\��
�1�H�H�G�V���,�W�¶�����&�R�Q�I�O�L�F�W���D�Q�G���&�R�Q�W�U�D�G�L�F�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���(�V�W�D�E�O�L�V�K�P�H�Q�W���R�I���$�X�W�K�R�U�L�W�D�W�L�Y�H��
�.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H���´��Medical Anthropology Quarterly 12, 4 (December 1998): 447-466. 

�x �$�Q�L�W�D���+�R�����³�7�U�X�V�W�L�Q�J���(�[�S�H�U�W�V���D�Q�G���(�S�L�V�W�H�P�L�F���+�X�P�L�O�L�W�\���L�Q���'�L�V�D�E�L�O�L�W�\���´��The 
International Journal of Feminist Approaches to Bioethics 4, 2 (Fall 2011): 102-
123. 

�x �/�L�Q�G�D���0�D�U�W�L�Q���$�O�F�R�I�I�����³�2�Q���-�X�G�J�L�Q�J���(�S�L�V�W�H�P�L�F���&�U�H�G�L�E�L�O�L�W�\�����,�V���6�R�F�L�D�O���,�G�H�Q�W�L�W�\��
�5�H�O�H�Y�D�Q�W�"�´��Engendering Rationalities, edited by Nancy Tuana and Sandra Morgen 
(SUNY Press, 2001): 53-80. 

�x �/�R�U�U�D�L�Q�H���&�R�G�H�����³�:�R�P�H�Q���D�Q�G���(�[�S�H�U�W�V���´��What Can She Know? Feminist Theory and 
the Construction of Knowledge (Cornell 1991): 173-221. 

 

10/11 C. Hermeneutical injustice 

�x Miranda Fricker, Epistemic Injustice: Power and the Ethics of Knowing (Oxford 
University Press, 2007): 147-177 
D. Invisibility 

�x �0�D�U�L�O�\�Q���)�U�\�H�����³�7�R���%�H���D�Q�G���%�H���6�H�H�Q���´��The Politics of Reality (The Crossing Press): 
152-174 

�x �0�D�U�M�R�U�L�H���'�H�9�D�X�O�W�����³�7�D�O�N�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���/�L�V�W�H�Q�L�Q�J���I�U�R�P���:�R�P�H�Q�¶�V���6�W�D�Q�G�S�R�L�Q�W�����)�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W��
St�U�D�W�H�J�L�H�V���I�R�U���,�Q�W�H�U�Y�L�H�Z�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���$�Q�D�O�\�V�L�V���´��



�x 



 
11/22: Objectivity 

�x Hawkesworth, 76-�����������³�5�H�F�R�Q�F�H�S�W�X�D�O�L�]�L�Q�J���2�E�M�H�F�W�L�Y�L�W�\�´���� 
�x �$�O�L�V�R�Q���-�D�J�J�D�U�����³�/�R�Y�H���D�Q�G���.�Q�R�Z�O�H�G�J�H�����(�P�R�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���)�H�P�L�Q�L�V�W���(�S�L�V�W�H�P�R�O�R�J�\���´��Just 

Methods, ed. Alison Jaggar (Boulder: Paradigm Publishers, 2008): 378-391. 
�x 


