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POLS 4340; 5350: Issues in Public Policy 

Course Description 

      Initially,  focus in this course will be on the fundamentals of public policy, 

addressing such topics as (1) how public policy needs are determined; (2) the 

making of public policy through law making; (3) the making of public policy 

through rule-making; (4) interest group involvement; (5) problems in the 

implementation of public policy; (6) the politics of public policy; and (7) public 

policy evaluation and outcome analysis. The first six fundamentals focus on the 

nature of public policy need-awareness,  policy content, public policy making 

processes, the politics involved, and public policy implementation hurdles that 

must be overcome for public policy to be implemented successfully. All of this 

helps us to develop a conceptually strong understanding of what public policy as 

an academic and practical field is all about. The seventh fundamental listed will be 

our chief focus for the first few weeks of the course to allow us to develop a 

framework for policy analysis so that we can all be on the same page when we 

discuss and analyze various public policy issues for the remainder of the semester. 

     The rest of the course will focus on major public policy issues facing America, 

almost entirely focusing on domestic issues (e.g., issues related to housing; 

welfare; health care; education; homeland security; veterans; election 

administration; social security; law and order; due process and equal protection; 

privacy rights, economy and jobs, immigration, DACA, border security, municipal 

court reform, Black Lives Matter, TIFFs). Each week students will be expected to 

prepare and present a public policy issue and lead a seminar discussion on their 

public policy topic, although I will also help moderate the discussion. All students 

will be assigned to read materials pertaining to the upcoming topic so that 

informed discussions and analysis can take place from week to week. To 

guarantee that students responsibly read the assignments, each week three 

students will be randomly targeted to answer questions about the readings. 



      The presentations and discussions will adhere to a certain format so all public 

policy issues are presented in a consistent manner throughout the semester. This 

will insure that specific public policy concerns are addressed. For example, when 

proposed solutions are presented for a public policy issue, the anticipated 

costs/benefits must be addressed. These presentations should allow for some 

exciting seminar discussions. The overall purpose is to make students think deeply 

about the major public policy issues facing America, allowing them to understand 

that theoretical solutions to policy problems may not always  be politically 

feasible. For instance,  adopting universal health care may have 



                                                                                           
Feb. 29:     Discussion: Topic of the week                  Readings on public policy topic of the week 
                                                                                           
March 1:   Discussion: Topic of the week                  Readings on public policy topic of the week 
                                                               
March 8:   Discussion: Topic of the week                  Reading on public policy topic of the week 
 
March 15: Spring break                                                 No new assignments  
                    
March 22: Discussion: Topic of the week                   Readings on public policy topic of the week 
                                 
March 29: Spring break                                                  Due to an awkward scheduling of the  
                                                                                            cancellation of undergraduate classes, but  
                                                                                            the holding of graduate classes, the class will  
                                                                                            be cancelled for Easter break 
                                                                                             
April  5:     Discussion: Topic of the week                    Readings on public policy topic of the week   
                                                           
April 12:    Discussion: Topic of the week                    Readings on public policy topic of the week 
 
April 19:    Discussion: Topic of the week                    Readings on public policy topic of the week 
 
April 26:    Discussion: Concluding discussion             Readings on conclusions about resolving the  
                   on lessons to be learned about                  challenges of public policy problem solving 
                   identifying, analyzing, and propos- 
                   ing viable solutions to public policy 
                   problems 
 
May 3:      Papers due                                                      Celebration of end of class 
       
 

*Most of our readings will be selected on a week to week basis to address the public policy 
topic for the upcoming week. Two students per week will select the public policy topic and 
be responsible for sending to the class the reading materials for that week. I may send some 
reading materials as well. These two students will also be responsible for presenting and 
leading the discussion on the chosen public policy topic for that week. I will also help to 
facilitate 





    Attendance is very important in seminars because participation in discussions is crucial.  Of 

course, participation is a key element in determining your grade.  Also, do not miss a week 

when you are responsible for presenting a public policy issue. If for some reason you cannot 

attend, please notify me as soon as possible. To get credit for the course, students cannot have 

any more than three unexcused absences, but any unexcused absence will hurt your 

participation grade since you will not be present to participate.  Remember, missing one 



     In-class activities will consist of pro-seminar lectures, as well as thorough discussions of 

various topics in public policy, including the presentation and analysis of specific public policy 

problems facing America.  Students will be expected to keep up with the reading assignments, 

especially the assigned current articles from the Internet and other articles so that they can 

participate meaningfully in seminar discussions pertaining to various public policy problems 

from week to week. These in-class discussions are important, so a significant percentage of the 

final grade will reflect how well students did in participating in seminar discussions and 

presentations. To guarantee responsible readings of the materials, each week three students at 

random will be targeted to answer questions about the readings.  

 

Student Su ccess Center  Syllabus  Statement  

   In recognition that people learn in a variety of ways and that learning is influenced by multiple 
factors (e.g., prior experience, study skills, learning disability), resources to support student 
success are available on campus. The Student Success Center assists students with academic 
and career related services, is located in the Busch Student Center (Suite, 331) and the School 
of Nursing (Suite, 114). Students can visit www.slu.edu/success to learn more about:  

�x  Course-level support (e.g., faculty member, departmental resources, etc.) by asking 
your course instructor. 

�x   University-level support (e.g., tutoring services, university writing services, disability 
services, academic coaching, career services, and/or facets of curriculum planning). 

 Title  IX Syllabus  Statement  

   Saint Louis University and its faculty are committed to supporting our students and seeking an 
environment that is free of bias, discrimination, and harassment. If you have encountered any 
form of sexual misconduct (e.g. sexual assault, sexual harassment, stalking, domestic or dating 





 

 

 

 

 

 


