




 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





 

 
 

 

  
 
 
 



 Thoughts from a …  Comparativist 

by  Dr. Ellen Carnaghan 

 
 

 
 

On May 7th, 2012, Vladimir Putin again became 

president of Russia. Unlike the previous times that 

he took the oath of office – in 2000 and in 2004 – 

this time he did so in the face of visible popular op-

position. Indeed a large demonstration in Moscow 

the previous day had turned violent, as protesters 

tried to break through a column of riot police. At 

least 400 protesters were taken into custody. What is 

the meaning of these events? Will autocracy harden 

in Putin’s new presidency, or do popular protests 

signal the start of meaningful change?  

 

In many respects, Putin is in a strong position to 


