




Constitution Day Challenge 
By Ms. Morgan Hazelton 
 
The purpose of Constitution Day is to consider 
and celebrate the Constitution of the United 
States.  In addition to being the primary legal text 
for our country it also contains many innovative 
features that deserve serious study.  Additionally, it 
is oldest written Constitution in the world that is 
still in use and has helped shaped many constitu-
tions throughout the world. 
 
The Constitution Day Trivia event involved teams 
of undergraduate and graduate students from mul-
tiple departments showing off their knowledge of 
the Constitution and competing for small prizes.  
The questions touched on many different areas of 
knowledge regarding the Constitution, including: 
the content and interpretation of the text of the 
Constitution and amendments; biographical infor-
mation regarding the framers; scientific knowledge 
regarding the preservation of the original docu-
ment; and, attributes of the Constitution in a com-
parative context.  It was a spirited competition 
that came down to a tie-breaking round. 
 
The first place team consisted of Luke Sapa, Mike 
Hermes, and Peter Orth. The second place team 
consisted of  Tony Bright, Cassidy Re, Kevin 
Mueller, and Matt Profumo. 



Welcome Back Picnic! 

The event took place on 
Friday, September 6th 
from 12-2pm behind 

McGannon Hall. 
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By Dr. J.D. Bowen 
 
There is a lot of talk about the rising US government debt. While the debt is a concern (we really do 
have to pay it back at some point), there are some unique features of the role of the US within the 
global economy that make it somewhat less of a problem than it might seem to be.  

 
�x�� �7�K�H���8�6���G�R�O�O�D�U���L�V���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G�·�V���U�H�V�H�U�Y�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\����This means that when other coun-

tries save money or do business with each other, they very often use the US dollar. 
�7�K�L�V���U�H�G�X�F�H�V���W�K�H���W�K�U�H�D�W���R�I���D���U�D�S�L�G���G�H�F�O�L�Q�H���L�Q���W�K�H���Y�D�O�X�H���R�I���W�K�H���G�R�O�O�D�U���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���L�W���L�V�Q�·�W��
�U�H�D�O�O�\���L�Q���D�Q�\�R�Q�H�·�V���L�Q�W�H�U�H�V�W���W�R���F�D�X�V�H���W�K�D�W�����<�H�V�����&�K�L�Q�D���F�R�X�O�G���V�H�O�O���R�I�I���D�O�O���L�W�V���G�R�O�O�D�U�V���D�Q�G��
US debt, and the US economy would suffer terribly. But China would probably suf-
fer just as badly, if not worse, and so is very unlikely to do this. 

 
�x�� Related to #1, when the US borrows money we borrow our own currency (US 

dollars). This is a HUGE advantage. Consider a contrast.  When Brazil borrows 
money, it is has two choices: borrow in US dollars (at low interest rates, but in a cur-
�U�H�Q�F�\���W�K�H�\���F�D�Q�·�W���F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�����R�U���E�R�U�U�R�Z���L�W�V���R�Z�Q���F�X�U�U�H�Q�F�\�����D�W���K�L�J�K�H�U���U�D�W�H�V�����E�X�W���Z�L�W�K���D���F�X�U��
�U�H�Q�F�\���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���S�U�L�Q�W�������:�H���G�R�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���W�R���P�D�N�H���W�K�D�W���W�U�D�G�H-off.  Theoretically we could 
pay off 100% of our debt tomorrow simply by printing more money. This would 
obviously stoke massive inflation, but the point is that we mostly control the value 
of the currency that we must repay. 

 
�x�� �8�6���G�H�E�W���L�V���W�K�H���X�O�W�L�P�D�W�H���´�V�D�I�H�µ���L�Q�Y�H�V�W�P�H�Q�W�����Z�K�L�F�K���P�H�D�Q�V���W�K�D�W���H�Y�H�Q���L�Q���W�L�P�H�V���R�I��

US-induced crisis, people and governments will loan us money at close to (or 
less than) 0% interest. Even though many of the global economic problems of the 



Awards,  Grants and Recognition 
 

�x�� Dr. J.D. Bowen received a SLU Faculty Research Leave. He plans to travel to Colombia in Spring 2014 
to continue a research project on sustainable development. 

 
�x�� Dr. Robert Cropf was appointed Associate Editor of the International Journal of Civic Engagement and Social 

Change. 
 
�x�� Dr. Ruth Groff has been awarded the Cheryl Frank Memorial Prize for 2012 for her book, Ontology Re-

visted: Metaphysics in Social and Political Philosophy.  Dr. Groff gave a keynote address to the International As-
sociation for MacIntyrean Inquiry, a scholarly organization based on the work of the Catholic philosopher 
Alasdair MacIntyre.  Dr. Groff was one of two theorists of causation who were invited to attend a Tem-
pleton-sponsored symposium of sociologists, and she has been invited to co-teach a follow-up workshop 
at Yale.  Dr. Groff gave invited papers to conferences in Norway and in Austria, and was invited to join 
the Finnish Association for Metaphysics.   

 
�x�� Dr. Jason Windett received the Christopher Z. Mooney Dissertation Award from the State Politics sec-

tion of the American Political Science Association for his dissertation, "Understanding Female Candidates 
and Campaigns for Governor." Drs. Jason Windett  and Matthew Hall were awarded a $5000 research 
�J�U�D�Q�W���I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���S�U�R�M�H�F�W�����´�(�V�W�L�P�D�W�L�Q�J���*�X�E�H�U�Q�D�W�R�U�L�D�O���&�R�P�P�R�Q���6�S�D�F�H���6�F�R�U�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���������6�W�D�W�H�V���µ���'�U�V�����:�L�Q�G�H�W�W����
�+�D�O�O�����D�Q�G���:�L�W�N�R�����D�O�R�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���0�L�F�K�D�H�O���:�R�O�I�I���I�U�R�P���6�/�8�·�V���O�D�Z���V�F�K�R�R�O�����Z�H�U�H���D�Z�D�U�G�H�G���D���3�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W�L�D�O���5�H�V�H�D�U�F�K��
Fund grant totaling $49,636 and have been able to employ students to help with their research this year. 
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