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Professor Katagiri, you've recently 

been promoted to associate professor 

of political science. What courses are 

you teaching? 

 

I teach international relations and com-

parative politics. In Spring 2019, I will 

be teaching POLS2560 politics of Asia 

and POLS4560 war, peace, and politics. 

POLS2560 is an introduction to the re-

gion's key political, economic, and se-

curity issues we should know. Students 

who want to know what's going on in 

North Korea, China, or Japan, for in-

stance, should think about taking this.  

 

POLS4560 is an advanced seminar on 

international security and strategic stud-

ies, where students study a wide range 

of contemporary topics, including caus-

es of war, terrorism, cyber security, nu-

clear weapons, and US security and 

foreign policy. We start with classic 

books written by Prussian general Carl 

von Clausewitz and Chinese philoso-

pher Sun Tzu, appreciate the im-

portance of these works, and see how 

much they apply under today's strategic 

circumstances. 
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What is Political Science ? 

 

Specialists in Comparative      

Politics analyze power dynamics 

in communities, states and       

regions throughout the world.  

 

Specialists in International       

Relations focus on the power    

relationships between countries 

and between citizens and          

organizations of different      

countries. 

 

Specialists in Public Policy       

analyze the processes, structures 

and outcomes of government   

policies and policy-making. 

 

Specialists in American Politics 

look at the exercise of power    

domestically, through American 

institutions and processes   

ranging from state to social 

movements  

 

Political Theorists address       

fundamental normative and     

explanatory assumptions, such 

as the nature and purpose of the 

state; who should have power 

and why; and what would     

constitute a good society. 
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An Interview with Dr.  Katagiri  on Receiving Tenure Continued   

What topics are you researching 

these days? 

 

Of several papers I'm writing these 

days, one deals with offense/defense 

strategy in cyberspace. It's a spillover 

analysis from my Japan project with 

the Mansfield Foundation. But the pa-

per is intended to offer ideas that go 

beyond Japan for all cyber security 

scholars, including ideas about pre-

cisely how nations can conduct cyber 

attacks effectively for deterrent pur-

poses. I will discuss this work in pro-

gress with my colleagues in Washing-

ton next month.  

 

Another paper deals with the current 

situation in North Korea. There is so 

much going on in the Korean peninsu-

la lately, and I'll be in South Korea 

next month to gather their views on the 

latest development. It's a collaborative 

work with other Asia experts across 

the country, and I will present my 

findings at a joint workshop at Nor-

wich University in the fall. This piece 

will be published next year in the Jour-

nal of Peace and War Studies, so I 

hope that I can use this research in my 

class next spring. 

 
What its like to receive tenure? 

 

It's such an honor. It allows faculty to 

be even more productive in teaching 



An Excerpt from "What Do We Owe Each Other?" By 
Steven Komorek  which won the Timothy Lomperis Award  
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************ 
During my time in the Political Science Department, I have taken classes spanning from political theory to international 

relations. No matter the subfield of political science, each class provided me a different component to the answers to 

the questions of what do we owe each other, and how do we provide it? Professor Groff’s classes allowed me to formu-

late a basic answer to the first question, through the reading of various political thinkers, while Professors Carnaghan 

and Hazelton awakened me to the many inequalities that exist in America’s economic and political institutions. Mean-

while, Professor Katagiri gave me a global perspective on America’s role in international politics. While this list of pro-

fessors who have influenced my time at SLU is far from exhaustive, it was the classes listed above that most empow-

ered me to recognize my responsibilities and obligations to society. 

  

            My post-
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The Polit ical Science Depar tment Sponsors a Variety of  
Atlas Events  

Professors get Involved  

Dr. Olga Arbelaez and Dr. J.D. Bowen have 

been working on a research project on the 

challenges of building peace and sustainable 

development in Colombia after the signing 

of the peace agreement in 2016. They recent-

ly returned from El Choco region, one the 

areas most impacted by decades of war and 

insecurity. They shared some preliminary 

results of their work, particularly the role of 

women in peace-building and sustainable 

development during Atlas week.  

Students Present their Passions   

Classes Share their Work During Atlas week.  

=





Fun Facts about Atlas Week 2018  

The Department of Political Science is home to       

outstanding faculty members and engaged and 

thoughtful students who are eager to serve in solidarity 

with others to address sources of injustice in our   

community and the world. The discipline of political 

science provides analytical tools to better understand 

the structures of power that produce inequality and 

oppression and also the knowledge to build systems 

more likely to heighten liberty. Through graduate and 

undergraduate programs in political science and     

international studies, the department trains students to 

meet the challenges of public service, to take active 

roles as citizens, =ᵐӿӏᴰאrniti challtgrms" e 


