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Grant A. Kaplan 
Professor of Historical and Fundamental Theology 

Saint Louis University 
 grant.kaplan@slu.edu 

slu.academia.edu/GrantKaplan 
Education 
 

• B.A. (theology, history) from Boston College (1992–96) 
• Theological and philosophical study at University of Tübingen, Germany (1996–97) 
• Theological study at University of Fribourg, Switzerland (2002–03)  
• Ph.D. in systematic theology from Boston College (1997–2003) 

 
Professional Experience 
 

• Assistant Professor of Religious Studies, Loyola University, New Orleans (2003–2007) 
• Assistant Professor of Theological Studies, Saint Louis University (2007–2011) 
• Associate Professor of Theological Studies, Saint Louis University (2011–2018) 
• Professor of Theological Studies, Saint Louis University (2018–) 
• Steber Chair in Theological Studies (rotating appointment in theological studies), Saint Louis 

University (2018–2022) 
 
Research Fellowships/Awards (excluding minor internal grants and travel grants) 
 

• Fulbright Foundation, Research Grant, eleven months (Tübingen, 1996–97) 
• DAAD, Summer Research Grant, three months (Tübingen, 2000) 
• University of Fribourg, Dissertation Scholarship, Fribourg, Switzerland, ten months (2002–03) 
• Peter Thiel Foundation, Monograph Grant, one-semester course release (2012) 
• Humboldt Foundation, Experienced Researcher Grant, eleven months (2015–2016) 
• Saint Louis University, Summer Research Award, two months (2017)  
• National Institute of Newman Studies, Experienced Scholar Grant, two weeks (2018, 2023) 
• Humboldt Foundation, Renewed Research Stay, three months (Berlin, summer 2019) 
• Saint Louis University, Beaumont Research Award (2022–23) 

 
Summer Teaching Invitations 
 

• “The Thought of René Girard,” Lumen Christ Summer Seminar for Graduate Students. July 2019 
(one week). Avignon, France  

• “Understanding Faith in a Secular Age: The Thought of René Girard,” Lumen Christi Summer 
Seminar for Undergraduate Students. July 2021 (one week). Los Angeles, California.  

 
Professional Service 
 

Board Membership 
• Colloquium on Violence & Religion (2014–) 
• International Advisory Board, ATF Theology (Series in Ressourcement and Ecclesiology; 2020–) 
• Contagion: Journal of Violence, Mimesis, and Culture (2021–) 
• Neue Zeitschrift für Systematische Theologie und Religionsphilosophie (2022–) 
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• Annual Meeting of the Colloquium on Violence & Religion (8–12 July, 2015) 
• Liaison for Colloquium on Violence & Religion at the American Academy of Religion (2017–) 
• Oxford History of Modern German Theology, Pre-Session Workshop at American Academy 

of Religion (November 2019). 
• Hegel Colloquy, Saint Louis University (15–17 June, 2022) 
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• (presses): Oxford University, Cambridge University, Crossroad/Herder, T&T 
Clark/Bloomsbury, Lexington/Fortress, Catholic University of America, University of 
Notre Dame, Michigan State University, University of Toronto 

• (journals): Modern Theology, Theological Studies, Journal of Religion, Irish Theological 
Quarterly, Heythrop Journal, Nova et Vetera, Contagion: Journal of Violence, Mimesis, and 
Culture, Newman Studies Journal, College Theology Society, Toronto Journal of Theology 

• (tenure and promotion): Loyola University, Chicago (2016), Marquette University (2018, 
2022), University of Dallas (2020), Gonzaga University (2021), Georgetown (2023) 

• (grants & fellowships): Notre Dame Institute for Advanced Studies (2017), Beaumont 
Awards (SLU) 

• 2023 Departmental Review, Marquette University 
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• International Lutheran Confederation—Roman Catholic Dialogue. Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity, International Dialogue (2015–2018) 

 
Doctoral Mentoring 
 

• Dissertations Directed: 
 

1. Stephen Lawson, “Overcoming the Abyss: Erik Peterson’s Eschatological Ecclesiology against 
Historicist and Anti-Historical Theology” (2021) 

2. Deepan Rajaratnam, “Sensus Fidelium and the Francis Effect” (current) 
 

• Dissertations Read: 
 

1. Charles Michael Shea, “Newman’s Early Legacy. Giovanni Perrone and Roman Readings of the 
Essay on the Development of Christian Doctrine 1845–54” (2013)  

2. Michael Pahls, “School of the Prophets: John Henry Newman’s Anglican Schola and the 
Ecclesial Vocation of the Theologian” (2015) 

3. Ryan Marr, “’To Be Perfect Is to Have Changed Often’: The Development of John Henry 
Newman’s Ecclesiological Vision, 1845–77” (2015)  

4. Erick Moser, “‘Combat for Culture’: The Formation of Jean Daniélou’s Vision for the Church in 
Secular France, 1925–50” (2015) 

5. Jonathan King, “Theology under another form: Hans Urs von Balthasar’s Formation and 
Writings as a Germanist,” (2016) 

6. Matthew Muller, “The Inspired Bible in the Anglican Career of John Henry Newman” (2017) 
7. James Lee, “Johannes von Hoffman and Nineteenth-Century German Theological 

Wissenschaft” (2018) 
8. Andrew Hamilton, “The Anti-Hegelian Trinitarian Theology of Dorner and Staudenmaier” 

(2021; external at Southern Methodist University) 
9. Benjamin MacDonald, “Self-Emptied Churches: A Three-fold Typology of Kenotic Theology in 

the Post-War Period,” (external, University of Toronto, 2023) 
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10. Anthony Crescio, “
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•  “René Girard and the Peculiar Nature of Human Desiring,” in America Magazine online 
http://www.americamagazine.org/issue/rene-girard-and-peculiar-nature-human-desiring (6 
November, 2015). 

• “The Da Vinci Code All Over Again,” in First Things online http://www.firstthings.com/web-
exclusives/2016/06/the-da-vinci-code-all-over-again 
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• Frederick Beiser, German Idealism: The Struggle Against Subjectivism in Review of Metaphysics 
57 (December 2003): 385–87. 

• David B Hart, The Beauty of the Infinite in Nova et Vetera 2 (Fall 2004): 538–42. 
• Robert Miner, Truth in the Making in The Thomist 69 (January 2005): 165–69.  
• Jerry Day, Voegelin, Schelling, and the Philosophy of Historical Existence in Nova et Vetera 3 

(Fall 2005): 859–62. 
• Lawrence Cunningham, A Brief History of Saints in Religious Studies Review 32 (January 2006): 

48–49.
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• Raymund Schwager, Gesammelte Schriften Band 2: Brauchen wir einen Sündenbock? Gewalt 
und Erlösung in den biblischen Schriften, eds. Mathias Moosbrugger and Karin Peter in Bulletin 
of the Colloquium on Violence & Religion 55 (February 2018). 

• Ferdinand Christian Baur and the History of Early Christianity, eds. Bauspiess, Landmesser, and 
Lincicum, trans. Brown and Hodgson in International Journal of Systematic Theology 20:3 (2018): 443–
47. 

• Ferdinand Christian Baur, Church and Theology in the Nineteenth Century, ed. Peter Hodgson 
in Reading Religion (AAR online reviews) September, 2018: 

 http://readingreligion.org/books/church-and-theology-nineteenth-century 
• Neil Ormerod, Faith and Reason. The Possibility of a Christian Philosophy in Horizons 45:2 

(December 2018): 494–95.  
• Cynthia Haven, Evolution of Desire: A Life of René Girard in Pro Ecclesia 
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• (Panelist), “Johann Adam Möhler as Church Historian,” American Academy of Religion. 
Atlanta, GA, November, 2003.  

• “Both/And? Towards a Pluralistic Evangelization,” College Theology Society. Mobile, AL. 
June, 2005.  

• “The Suicide of Thought: Reflections on Voegelin and Walker Percy,” American Political 
Science Association/Eric Voegelin Society. Washington, D.C. September, 2005.  

• “Bernard Lonergan’s Philosophy of Revelation,” Third International Lonergan Workshop. 
Mainz, Germany. 2–7 January, 2007.  

• 
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• “The Theological Project of Frederick Lawrence,” American Academy of Religion, pre-
session. Boston, MA. November 17, 2017.  

• “Re-sourcing the Nature-Grace Debate: Johannes Kuhn and the Nature-Grace Debate of the 
1860s,” Catholic Theological Society of America. Indianapolis, IN. June 8–10, 2018. 

• “The Hermeneutics of Revelation: Girard and Marion in Conversation,” Colloquium on 
Violence & Religion. Denver, CO. July 11–14, 2018. 

• “Reception of the Catholic Tübingen School,” Oxford History of Modern German Theology, 
Pre-Session, American Academy of Religion. San Diego, CA. November 21, 2019. 

• “James Alison and a Girardian Theology: Conversion, Theological Reflection, and Induction by John P. 
Edwards



 10 

• “On Teaching in Catholic Perspective, Past and Present: Augustine, Ong, and Girard in 
Conversation.” The Sacrifice of Education Symposium. University of Scranton, PA. 28–29 
March, 2019.  

• “Religion nach der Neuzeit: Elemente einer fundamentaltheologischen Religionstheorie.” 
Probevorlesung for Catholic Faculty of Theology, Ludwig-Maximilian Universität, Munich, 
Germany. 17 July, 2019. 

• “René Girard and the Present Moment,” Lumen Christi Institute, Zoom Panel. 27 May, 2021. 
• “Möhler the Medievalist: Examining Möhler’s Franciscan Retrieval.” Boston Colloquy in 

Historical Theology. Boston, 3–6 August, 2021. 
• 


