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EDUCATION 

2012 Ph.D. Princeton University, Department of Religion  

2009 M.A.  Princeton University, Department of Religion   

2006 B.A.  Missouri State University, Department of Religious Studies  

 
EMPLOYMENT 

Academic Appointments: 

Assistant Professor (NTT), Department of Theological Studies, Saint Louis University, 2016- 

Postdoctoral Research Associate, John C. Danforth Center on Religion and Politics, 
Washington University in St. Louis, 2015-2016 

Associate Director, John C. Danforth Center on Religion and Politics, Washington University in 
St. Louis, 2013-2015 

Visiting Assistant in Religion, Department of Religion, Florida State University, 2012-2013  

Teaching Experience: 

Saint Louis University: 

 Arch City Religion: Religious Faith and Practice in St. Louis  

 Religion, Art, and Politics in America  

 Theological Foundations.  

Webster University 

 World Religions 

Washington University in St. Louis: 

Religion and Politics in American History.  

Politics of Representation and American Religion: Media, Technology, and Display.  

Florida State University: 

Material Culture Studies of American Religion. Graduate seminar. 

Religion in American History.  
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Introduction to World Religions.  

Department of Religion, Princeton University: 

Senior Thesis Writing Group Leader. Department of Religion, 2010-2011  

Senior Thesis Writing Group Co-Leader. Department of Religion, 2009-2010 

Assistant in Instruction to Judith Weisenfeld, Religion and American Movies. 
Department of Religion, Fall 2009 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
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Digital Projects 

“Collections: A Communion of Shadows,” Material and Visual Cultures of Religion, Yale 

University, mavcor.yale.edu (under construction). This project was coordinated 

through UNC and Yale in connection with my book, A Communion of Shadows, 
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CONFERENCE PAPERS, PANELS, and INVITED LECTURES 

Panel Organizer: 

“Religion, America, and the Aftermath: An Open Dialogue on Teaching, Campus Engagement, 
and Community Action After Obama,” American Academy of Religion, November 2016 

“Unsettled: Critiquing Categories of Professional Identity in American Higher Education,” 
Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, November 2014 

Religious Freedom and Civil Rights in America, Washington University in St. Louis, October 21, 
2015 

“Image as Artifact: Discovering the Thingness of Photographs in American Religious History,” 
Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, North American Religions 
Section, November 2013 

“Beautiful Babies, Hidden Mothers, and Plasticized Prisoners: The Display of Bodies and 
Theories of American Religion,” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, 
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Panelist: 

“Simon Dinnerstein and the Fulbright Triptych Symposium,” Museum of Art and 
Archaeology, University of Missouri, Columbia, September 21-22, 2017 
 
“Digital Futures of Religious Studies,” American Academy of Religion, November 2016 
 
“Evidence of Truth Unseen: Beholding Religion in 19th-C. American Commonplace 
Photographs,” (Not)Seeing the 19th Century: Photographs, Archives, Absences, 
Seminar, 2016 C19 Conference, College Station, PA, March 2016 
 
“The Birth of a Nation—A Century Later,” Annual Meeting of the American Academy of 
Religion, November 2015 
 
“Seeing is Believing/Believing is Seeing: Visual Religion in the Legacy News Media,” 
Annual Meeting of the American Academy of Religion, Religion, Media, and Culture 
Group, November 2014 
 
“The Power of Objects: Studying Material Life and Culture,” Program in American 
Culture Studies Dinner Forum, Washington University in St. Louis, October 2014 

 
“Strategies for the Academic Study of Religion: A Faculty Roundtable Discussion,” 
Politics of Religion, 12th Annual Florida State University Department of Religion 
Graduate Student Symposium, February 22-24, 2013 

“New Scholarship Roundtable,” Sensational Religion: Sense and Contention in Material 
Practice, November 1-3, 2011, Initiative for the Study of Visual and Material Cultures of 
Religion, Yale University 

Respondent: 

“Religion, Gender, and Heteronormativity,” Politics of Religion, 12th Annual Florida 
State University Department of Religion Graduate Student Symposium, February 22-24, 
2013 

“The Aftermath of the War in America,” World War II and Religion Conference, Florida 
State University, November 29-December 2, 2012 

Invited Lectures: 
 
“A Communion of Shadows: Religion and Photography in Nineteenth-Century 
America,” North Carolina State University, November 18, 2015 
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“In a Communion of Shadows: Religion, Race, and Nation in Nineteenth-Century 
American Photography,” Washington University in St. Louis, February 17, 2015 
 


