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Dissertation Rubric 
 

Student: _____________________________       

 

Committee Chair: _____________________ 

 

 First Reader: ____________________ 

 

 Second Reader: __________________ 

 

I. Learning Goals 

 

 Students will present an original thesis in response to a question of significance to the field of 

historical theology. 

 Students will craft a dissertation of substantial length that logically and persuasively argues in 

defense of the thesis.  

 Students will demonstrate a critical grasp of major issues and themes in the field of historical 

theology and of relevance to the particular question that drives the thesis.  

 Students will make an original contribution to the field of historical theology.  

 

II. Instructions 

 

 Read dissertation.  

 Using the rubric key, evaluate the dissertation and provide a total score. 

         

III. Rubric Indicator 
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Primary Sources  

 Identifies diverse types of sources (if applicable) 

 Demonstrates use of sources in their original language 

 Places logical and coherent limit on sources 

 Demonstrates knowledge and use of unpublished sources (if applicable) 

 Critically assesses published primary sources 

 

Method 

 Articulates coherent method that fits the sources and thesis 

 Situates method in the context of existing scholarship 

 

B. Formal Elements  

Style 

 Employs clear, correct English grammar and syntax  

 Employs accurate vocabulary and technical terminology appropriate to the question  

 


