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Tips for Practicing Ignatian Pedagogy: Syllabus & Course Development 
There are numerous ways to layer Ignatian pedagogical concepts into your course planning, and chances are, 
ǇŽƵ͛ƌĞ�ĂůƌĞĂĚǇ�ĚŽŝŶŐ�ƚŚŝŶŐƐ�ǁĞ�ŵŝŐŚƚ�ĐŽŶƐŝĚĞƌ�͞/ŐŶĂƚŝĂŶ͘͟��dŚĞ�ĚĞŐƌĞĞ�ƚŽ�ǁŚŝĐŚ�these elements can or should be 
made more explicit is dependent upon many things, including disciplinary practices and philosophy of teaching.  
The following tips can help you to begin to be more intentional, both in course planning and in how you 
communicate those plans to students. 
 

1) Use the five elements of Ignatian pedagogy as a framing device for your syllabus, course, or 
assignments. 
 

2) Translate the five elements into disciplinary concepts or terminology that might be slightly better 
suited to the learning you want to foster (but tell students, so they see the relevance of these 
concepts). 

 
3) Treat the assignments / activities you design for students as both action (i.e., ways to apply 

concepts/skills learned), but also as experiences (i.e., processes of learning).  This may mean 
building in an explicit question about how they studied for an exam, how they put together a 
report or essay. 

 
4) Make the experience  reflection  action process a central feature of the learning in your 

course.  Articulate why this sort of meta-cognitive awareness is important for deep learning, how 
it can help students to apply this learning in their work with and for others, and how it can help 
them to connect learning in one course to learning in another. 
 

5) Layer in some of the more subtle aspects of Ignatian pedagogy, such as repetition, imagination, 
moral discernment, quiet reflection time, conversation, eloquentia perfecta, etc. 

 
 

Sample Activities  



context   

http://www.ajcunet.edu/Jesuit-Education-and-Ignatian-Pedagogy
http://cte.slu.edu/ignatian/index.html
http://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/mission-focused-pedagogy.cfm

