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Dr. Dan Finucane,
Department of Theology

Technological devices can be a
mixed blessing in the classroom. As with any
pedagogical tools | hope to steer use of them
in my courses away from "gimmick and dis-
traction" and toward "resources.” | find most
of my students use good sense, in having cell
phones or other interruptive devices off during
class time. | think minor forgetfulness is best
handled in a low key manner. Probably one
of the more controversial devices is the lap
top. I find it can be appropriate for students to
use this tool, and handle requests to do so on
case by case basis. | will occasionally ask
students to use the internet to clarify a point of
information if they have a computer in class.
This can also be done by the teacher in a
smart classroom. Student presentations are
often enhanced by the use of power point. |
occasionally use this resource myself, as well
as pre-selected items from You Tube or other
internet sources to enhance classroom con-
tent. But | have to admit | find power point
can also be used to present notes visually in a
way that stifles discussion or creative thinking.
The key, in my view, is for pedagogy to use
electronic aids as resources to stimulate other
engaging tools of learning, especially the hu-

man voice and mind.

Dr. Liz Fathman,
Department of Sociology and
Criminal Justice

| use wikis in my classes to allow students
to take notes in real time and with multiple users.
| post lecture outlines on the wiki, and students
"fill in the blanks" during class. | also count contri-
butions to the wiki as class participation, so eve-
ryone has a chance to participate. Once a week |
go back over the students' notes to check the ac-
curacy. A benefit of this practice is that | can en-
force my rule that if a student brings a laptop to
class, they must be adding notes on the wiki. No
notes, no laptop. That way they use laptops for
educational purposes only.

Another way | use wikis is to send stu-
dents to websites for further information WHILE
CLASS IS GOING ON. What I'm trying to teach
them by encouraging this behavior is that the In-
ternet is a powerful research tool, if used appro-
priately. Most students use the Internet for social-
izing and entertainment; | want to encourage

them to use it to get information and for research.
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To my left a good and conscientious student,




| am not a neo-luddite. The technology cloud
has transformed my research and writing in ex-

traordinary ways. But | am passionate about the
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| do, however, give students the option to step
outside the classroom, if there were a need to
respond to a call. Rarely do | see students step

outside to answer calls.

Some students bring their lap-

tops to take lecture notes. | do

not have a problem with this.
However, | had a problem with a student last
semester and another one this semester. The
problem was that these students were not pay-
ing attention during the lectures. They were ei-
ther busy with text messages or looking at pic-
tures. When a student with a laptop refrains
from looking at me during a lecture, | tend to ask
him/her questions on the lecture. Most of the
time, the student will look at me and say, "l am
sorry, do you mean me?" | would say, “I asked

you a question.” The studentw  .” Tha gM
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