Resource Guide

Supporting Active Learning in Large Classes with PowerPoint

While it can be difficult to use active learning in a large lecture hall with fixed seating, there are
some simple strategies you can incorporate into your PowerPoint slides to further engage
students with content and help you assesse their level of understanding

In-Class Writing: As students come into the room, display a slide asking them to write a
few sentences or a paragraph in response to the reading they did outside of class, or
about the last lecture. This provides a focusing activity to bring class to order quickly,
and allows you to call on anyone in class since they will all have something prepared to
say.

the notes they just took on a particular concept or section of your lecture. This is an
excellent technique to help students work though a particularly confusing concept.

Think / Pair / Share: Insert a slide asking students work on a problem or formulate an
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