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Resource Guide

Supporting International Students Through Lecture — Lecture Design

Delivering lectures is still a viable and popular means of providing content in higher education.
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f Think about how quickly you are speaking. When we are very comfortable with our
content fields and often quite passionate, we can begin speaking very quickly without
realizing it. In addition, we can feel pressure regarding the amount of content we need
to “cover” and lose sight of the fact that there may be students that cannot process
what is being said as quickly as we are saying it. Think about providing a video or
allowing students to audio record the lecture to allow them to slow down or
reexperience some or all of it.

f Consider repeating important terms and concepts and having students restate
them throughout the lecture. Repetition is very helpful for all students, especially
those with different cultural and linguistic backgrounds. Repetition is a signpost for
students letting them know that it is important. Asking students to paraphrase or
restate material is another way for students to solidify understanding and make
meaning of what is being said.

f  Think about providing a graphic organizer. Giving students a structure for note taking
allows them to have an additional way to access information. Charts, graphs, and flow
charts filled in as the lecture goes on allows students to focus on what needs to be
written and how it is related to other things on the organizer. You may also be able to
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