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To Our Colleague 
Hey Dr. Smith, 

How’s it going up there? It’s been some days since I got the news about your passing, and I still 
can’t process that you’re gone. Not you, Dr. Smith. How is the world not falling apart with you gone? Why 
wasn’t your passing breaking news? I’m still at a loss for words on how tremendous this loss is or how 
hard it hurts, but right now all I can say is thank you. Thank you for your wisdom, leadership, service, and 
excellence. Thank you for your unconditional love and your deep hugs so full of love and warmth. Thank 
you for always being my strongest supporter and advocate whenever I couldn’t be one for myself.  

Thank you for our talks on life and the (many) geek-out sessions we had about our latest interests! From 
jazz, to Baldwin, to your family, and to K-Pop, I always left your o�ce with something to think about and a 
smile on my face. Thank you for being the rock of our DCE/CCC family and the faith you had in our team 
and the work that we do. The love you have shown us will not be forgotten. Nowhere could I have been 
my truest self without judgment but with you. You were my mentor and role model in more ways than one. 
From student to now working professional, you have always been there for me with nothing but a smile 
and love, so thanks for taking me under your wing — thanks for believing in me and my potential.  

Thank you for sharing with us your grand and beautiful vision of creating a world of true inclusion and 
equity and allowing me to be a small part of it. You had so much thrown onto your plate throughout 






