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IMPORTANT NOTICES 

GROUP ACCIDENT 
 

If you reside in one of the following states, please read the important notices below: 

 

Arizona residents: 

 

This certificate of insurance may not provide all benefits and protections provided by law in 

Arizona.  Please read this certificate carefully. 

 
California residents: 

 

FOR CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS:  REVIEW THIS CERTIFICATE CAREFULLY.  IF YOU 

ARE 65 OR OLDER ON THE EFFECTIVE DATE OF THIS CERTIFICATE, YOU MAY 

RETURN IT TO US WITHIN 30 DAYS FROM THE DATE YOU RECEIVE IT AND WE 

WILL REFUND ANY PREMIUM YOU PAID.  IN THIS CASE, THIS CERTIFICATE WILL 

BE CONSIDERED TO NEVER HAVE BEEN ISSUED. 
 

Florida residents: 
 

The benefits of the policy providing your coverage are governed primarily by the laws of a 

state other than Florida. 
 

Maryland residents: 

 

This Certificate may omit some of the benefits required for a Certificate issued and delivered 

in Maryland. 

 
New Mexico residents: 
 

This type of plan is NOT considered ''minimum essential coverage'' under the Affordable 

Care Act (ACA) and therefore does NOT satisfy the individual mandate that you have health 

insurance coverage.  If you do not have other health insurance coverage, you may be subject 

to a federal tax penalty.  Please consult your tax advisor. 
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North Carolina residents: 

 

This Certificate of Insurance provides all of the benefits mandated by the North Carolina 

Insurance Code, but it is issued under a group master policy located in another state and may 

be governed by that state’s law. 

 

THIS CERTIFICATE IS NOT A MEDICARE SUPPLEMENT CERTIFICATE.  IF YOU 

ARE ELIGIBLE FOR MEDICARE, REVIEW THE GUIDE TO HEALTH INSURANCE 

FOR PEOPLE WITH MEDICARE, WHICH IS AVAILABLE FROM LIFE INSURANCE 

COMPANY OF NORTH AMERICA. 
 

The Policy is a legal contract between the Policyholder and Us. 
 

BENEFITS MAY BE REDUCED. PLEASE SEE THE SCHEDULE OF BENEFITS 
 

IMPORTANT CANCELLATION INFORMATION – PLEASE READ ''POLICY 

TERMINATION'' PROVISION 
 

UNDER NORTH CAROLINA GENERAL STATUTE SECTION 58-50-40, NO PERSON, 

EMPLOYER, PRINCIPAL, AGENT, TRUSTEE, OR THIRD PARTY ADMINISTRATOR, 

WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PAYMENT OF GROUP HEALTH OR LIFE INSURANCE 

OR GROUP HEALTH PLAN PREMIUMS, SHALL: (1) CAUSE THE CANCELLATION OR 

NONRENEWAL OF GROUP HEALTH OR LIFE INSURANCE, HOSPITAL, MEDICAL, OR 

DENTAL SERVICE CORPORATION PLAN, MULTIPLE EMPLOYER WELFARE 

ARRANGEMENT, OR GROUP HEALTH PLAN COVERAGES AND THE CONSEQUENTIAL 

LOSS OF THE COVERAGES OF THE PERSONS INSURED, BY WILLFULLY FAILING TO 

PAY THOSE PREMIUMS IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OF THE INSURANCE OR 

PLAN CONTRACT, AND (2) WILLFULLY FAIL TO DELIVER, AT LEAST 45 DAYS 

BEFORE THE TERMINATION OF THOSE COVERAGES, TO ALL PERSONS COVERED BY 

THE GROUP POLICY A WRITTEN NOTICE OF THE PERSON'S INTENTION TO STOP 

PAYMENT OF PREMIUMS. THIS WRITTEN NOTICE MUST ALSO CONTAIN A NOTICE 

TO ALL PERSONS COVERED BY THE GROUP POLICY OF THEIR RIGHTS TO HEALTH 

INSURANCE CONVERSION POLICIES UNDER ARTICLE 53 OF CHAPTER 58 OF THE 

GENERAL STATUTES AND THEIR RIGHTS TO PURCHASE INDIVIDUAL POLICIES 

UNDER THE FEDERAL HEALTH INSURANCE PORTABILITY AND ACCOUNTABILITY 

ACT AND UNDER ARTICLE 68 OF CHAPTER 58 OF THE GENERAL STATUTES. 

VIOLATION OF THIS LAW IS A FELONY. ANY PERSON VIOLATING THIS LAW IS ALSO 

SUBJECT TO A COURT ORDER REQUIRING THE PERSON TO COMPENSATE PERSONS 

INSURED FOR EXPENSES OR LOSSES INCURRED AS A RESULT OF THE 

TERMINATION OF THE INSURANCE. 
 

Texas residents: 

 

THE INSURANCE POLICY UNDER WHICH THIS CERTIFICATEIS ISSUED IS NOT A 

POLICY OF WORKERS’ COMPENSATION INSURANCE.  YOU SHOULD CONSULT 

YOUR EMPLOYER TO DETERMINE WHETHER YOUR EMPLOYER IS A 

SUBSCRIBER TO THE WORKERS’ COMPENSATION SYSTEM. 
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SCHEDULE OF BENEFITS 
 

This Certificate is intended to be read in its entirety.  In order to understand all the conditions, exclusions and 

limitations applicable to its benefits, please read all the provisions carefully. 

 

The Schedule of Benefits provides a brief outline of your coverage and benefits.  Please read the Description of 

Coverages and Benefits Section for full details. 
 

Subscriber:   Saint Louis University 

 

Effective Date of Subscriber Participation: January 1, 2019 

 

Certificate Effective Date:   March 15, 2021 

 

Covered Class:  Class 3 - All active, full-time Local 148 Union Employees of the Employer regularly working a 

minimum of 32 hours per week in the United States, who are citizens or permanent resident aliens 

of the United States. 

 

SCHEDULE OF BENEFITS 

 

This Schedule of Benefits shows maximums, benefit periods and any limitations applicable to benefits provided for 

each Covered Person unless otherwise indicated.  Principal Sum, when referred to in this Schedule, means the 

Employee’s Principal Sum in effect on the date of the Covered Accident causing the Covered Injury or Covered 

Loss unless otherwise specified. 
 

Eligibility Waiting Period 

The Eligibility Waiting Period is the period of time the Employee must be in a Covered Class to be eligible for coverage. 

 

For Employees hired on or 

before the Policy Effective Date: After 90 days of Active Service 

For Employees hired after 

the Policy Effective Date: After 90 days of Active Service 

 

Time Period for Loss: 

Any Covered Loss must 

occur within: 365 days of the Covered Accident 

 

Maximum Age for Insurance: None 

 

BASIC ACCIDENTAL DEATH AND DISMEMBERMENT BENEFITS 

 

Employee Principal Sum: 1 times Annual Compensation rounded to the next higher $1,000 

if not already a multiple thereof subject to a maximum of 

$600,000. 

 

SCHEDULE OF COVERED LOSSES 

 

Covered Loss Benefit 

Loss of Life 100% of the Principal Sum 

Loss of Two or More Hands or Feet 100% of the Principal Sum 

Loss of Sight of Both Eyes 100% of the Principal Sum 

Loss of One Hand or One Foot and Sight in One Eye 100% of the Principal Sum 

Loss of Speech and Hearing (in both ears) 100% of the Principal Sum 

Quadriplegia 100% of the Principal Sum 

Paraplegia 75% of the Principal Sum 

Hemiplegia 50% of the Principal Sum 
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CHILD CARE CENTER BENEFIT 
Benefit Amount 100% of the Employee's Principal Sum subject to a 

maximum of $2,500 per year 

Maximum Benefit Period the earlier of 4 years or until the child turns 13 for each 

surviving Dependent Child 

 

SEATBELT AND AIRBAG BENEFIT 
Seatbelt Benefit 100% of the Principal Sum subject to a Maximum Benefit of 

$10,000 

Airbag Benefit 100% of the Principal Sum subject to a Maximum Benefit of 

$10,000 

Default Benefit $1,000 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION BENEFIT 
Surviving Dependent Child Benefit 2.5% of the Principal Sum subject to a Maximum Benefit of 

$5,000 

Maximum Number of Annual Payments 

For Each Surviving Dependent Child 4 

Default Benefit $1,000 

 

SPOUSE RETRAINING BENEFIT 

Benefit 2.5% of the Principal Sum subject to a Maximum Benefit of 

$5,000 

 

 

GA-00-1100.00 
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GENERAL DEFINITIONS 
 

Please note that certain words used in this Certificate have specific meanings.  The words defined below and capitalized 

within the text of this Certificate have the meanings set forth below. 

 

Active Service 
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He, His, Him 

Refers to any individual, male or female. 

 

Hospital 

An institution that meets all of the following: 

1. 
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Totally Disabled or Total Disability 

Totally Disabled or Total Disability means either: 

1. inability of the Covered Person who is currently employed to do any type of work for which he is or may become 
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ELIGIBILITY AND EFFECTIVE DATE PROVISIONS 
 

Subscriber Effective Date 

Accident Insurance Benefits become effective for each Subscriber in consideration of the Subscriber's application, 

Subscription Agreement and payment of the initial premium when due.  Insurance coverage for the Subscriber becomes 

effective on the Effective Date of Subscriber Participation. 

 

Eligibility 
An Employee becomes eligible for insurance under this Policy on the datehe meets all of the requirements of one of the 

Covered Classes and completes any Eligibility Waiting Period, as shown in the Schedule of Benefits. 

 

Effective Date for Individuals 

Insurance becomes effective for an eligible Employee, subject to the Deferred Effective Date provision below, on the latest 

of the following dates: 

1. the effective date of this Policy; 

2. the date the Employee becomes eligible. 

 

DEFERRED EFFECTIVE DATE 

Active Service 
The effective date of insurance will be deferred for any Employee  who is not in Active Service on the date coverage would 

otherwise become effective.  Coverage will become effective on the later of the date he returns to Active Service and the 

date coverage would otherwise have become effective. 

 

Effective Date of Changes 

Any increase or decrease in the amount of insurance for the Covered Person resulting from: 

1. a change in benefits provided by this Policy; or 

2. a change in the Employee's Covered Class will take effect on the date of such change. 

Increases will take effect subject to any Active Service requirement. 

 

TERMINATION OF INSURANCE 
The insurance on a Covered Person will end on the earliest date below: 

1. the date this Policy or insurance for a Covered Class is terminated; 

2. the next premium due date after the date the Covered Person is no longer in a Covered Class or satisfies eligibility 

requirements under this Policy; 

3. the last day of the last period for which premium is paid; 

4.  the next premium due date after the Covered Person attains the maximum Age for insurance under this Policy. 

 

Termination will not affect a claim for a Covered Loss or Covered Injury that is the result, directly and independently of all 

other causes, of a Covered Accident that occurs while coverage was in effect. 

 

CONTINUATION OF INSURANCE 

Continuation for Layoff, Sabbatical, Leave of Absence, Military Service or Family Medical Leave 
Insurance for an Employee may be continued until the earliest of the following dates if: (a) an Employee is on a temporary 

layoff, sabbatical, an Employer-approved leave of absence, leave for military service or an Employer-approved family 

medical leave; and (b) required premium contributions are paid when due. 

1. for a layoff:  up to 31 days following the date the layoff of absence begins. 

2. for a sabbatical:  up to 12 months. 

3. for an Employer-approved leave of absence:  6 months. 

4. for military service:  6 months. 

5. for an Employer-approved family medical leave:  up to the later of the period of the approved FMLA leave or the 

leave period required by law in the state in which the Employee is employed. 

 

GA-00-1300.00 
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CONVERSION PRIVILEGE 
 

1. If the Covered Person’s insurance or any portion of it ends for any of the following reasons: 

a. employment or membership ends; 

b. eligibility ends (except for age for the Employee or Covered Spouse); 

the Covered Person may have Us issue converted accident insurance on an individual policy or an individual certificate 

under a designated group policy.  The Covered Person may apply for an amount of coverage that is: 

a. in $1,000 increments; 

b. not less than $25,000, regardless of the amount of insurance under the group policy; and 

c. not more than the amount of insurance he had under the group policy, except as provided above, up to a maximum 

amount of $250,000. 

 

The Covered Person must be under age 70 to get a converted policy. 

 

If the Covered Person’s insurance or any portion of it ends for non-payment of premium, he may not convert.  If the 
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Extension of Conversion Period 
If the Covered Person is eligible to convert and is not notified of this right at least 15 days prior to the end of the 31 day 

conversion period, the conversion period will be extended.  The Covered Person will have 15 days from the date notice is 
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CLAIM PROVISIONS 
 

Notice of Claim 

Written or authorized electronic/telephonic notice of claim must be given to Us within 31 days after a Covered Loss occurs 

or begins or as soon as reasonably possible.  If written or authorized electronic/telephonic notice is not given in that time, 

the claim will not be invalidated or reduced if it is shown that written or authorized electronic/telephonic notice was given 

as soon as was reasonably possible. Notice can be given to Us at Our Home Office in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, such 

other place as We may designate for the purpose, or to Our authorized agent.  Notice should include the Subscriber's name 

and policy number and the Covered Person’s name, address, policy and certificate number. 

 

Claim Forms 

We will send claim forms for filing proof of loss when We receive notice of a claim.  If such forms are not sent within 15 

days after We receive notice, the proof requirements will be met by submitting, within the time fixed in this Policy for 

filing proof of loss, written or authorized electronic proof of the nature and extent of the loss for which the claim is made. 

  

Claimant Cooperation Provision 

Failure of a claimant to cooperate with Us in the administration of the claim may result in termination of the claim.  Such 

cooperation includes, but is not limited to, providing any information or documents needed to determine whether benefits 

are payable or the actual benefit amount due. 

 

Proof of Loss 

Written or authorized electronic proof of loss satisfactory to Us must be given to Us at Our office, within 90 days of the 

loss for which claim is made.  If (a) benefits are payable as periodic payments and (b) each payment is contingent upon 

continuing loss, then proof of loss must be submitted within 90 days after the termination of each period for which We are 

liable.  If written or authorized electronic notice is not given within that time, no claim will be invalidated or reduced if it is 

shown that such notice was given as soon as reasonably possible.  In any case, written or authorized electronic proof must 

be given not more than one year after the time it is otherwise required, except if proof is not given solely due to the lack of 

legal capacity. 

 

Time of Payment of Claims 

We will pay benefits due under this Policy for any loss other than a loss for which this Policy provides any periodic 

payment immediately upon receipt of due written or authorized electronic proof of such loss.  Subject to due written or 

authorized electronic proof of loss, all accrued benefits for loss for which this Policy provides periodic payment will be 

paid monthly unless otherwise specified in the benefits descriptions and any balance remaining unpaid at the termination of 

liability will be paid immediately upon receipt of proof satisfactory to Us. 

 

Manner of Payment of Claims 

The Subscriber authorizes that any benefit payment due as a lump sum of $5,000 or more shall be credited to a draft 

account with the Insurance Company, in the name of the beneficiary.  The beneficiary may withdraw the entire proceeds at 

any time by issuing one or more drafts, or may withdraw lesser amounts, subject to a minimum account balance set by the 

Insurance Company from time to time.  Interest shall be credited to such account at rates as determined from time to time 

by the Insurance Company. 

 

Payment of Claims 

All benefits will be paid in United States currency.  Benefits for loss of life will be payable in accordance with the 

Beneficiary provision and these Claim Provisions.  All other proceeds payable under this Policy, unless otherwise stated, 

will be payable to the covered Employee or to his estate. 

 

If We are to pay benefits to the estate or to a person who is incapable of giving a valid release, We may pay $1,000 to a 

relative by blood or marriage whom We believe is equitably entitled.  Any payment made by Us in good faith pursuant to 

this provision will fully discharge Us to the extent of such payment and release Us from all liability. 
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Payment of Claims to Foreign Employees 

The Subscriber may, in a fiduciary capacity, receive and hold any benefits payable to covered Employees whose place of 

employment is other than the United States of America. 

 

We will not be responsible for the application or disposition by the Subscriber of any such benefits paid.  Our payments to 

the Subscriber will constitute a full discharge of Our liability for those payments under this Policy. 

 

Physical Examination and Autopsy 

We, at Our own expense, have the right and opportunity to examine the Covered Person when and as often as We may 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PROVISIONS 





 15 

DESCRIPTION OF COVERAGES AND BENEFITS 
 

This Description of Coverages and Benefits Section describes the Accident Coverages and Benefits provided to You.  

Benefit amounts, benefit periods and any applicable aggregate and benefit maximums are shown in the Schedule of 

Benefits.  Certain words capitalized in the text of these descriptions have special meanings within this Certificate and 

are defined in the General Definitions section.  Please read these and the Common Exclusions sections in order to 

understand all of the terms, conditions and limitations applicable to these coverages and benefits. 

 

ACCIDENTAL DEATH AND DISMEMBERMENT BENEFITS 

 

Covered Loss We will pay the benefit for any one of the Covered Losses listed in the Schedule of Benefits, if the 

Covered Person suffers a Covered Loss resulting directly and independently of all other causes from a 

Covered Accident within the applicable time period specified in the Schedule of Benefits. 

 

If the Covered Person sustains more than one Covered Loss as a result of the same Covered Accident, 

benefits will be paid for the Covered Loss for which the largest available benefit is payable.  If the loss 

results in death, benefits will only be paid under the Loss of Life benefit provision.  Any Loss of Life 

benefit will be reduced by any paid or payable Accidental Dismemberment benefit.  However, if such 

Accidental Dismemberment benefit equals or exceeds the Loss of Life benefit, no additional benefit will 

be paid. 

 

Definitions 
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Coma means a profound state of unconsciousness which resulted directly and independently from all 

other causes from a Covered Accident, and from which the Covered Person is not likely to be aroused 

through powerful stimulation.  This condition must be diagnosed and treated regularly by a Physician.  

Coma does not mean any state of unconsciousness intentionally induced during the course of treatment of 

a Covered Injury unless the state of unconsciousness results from the administration of anesthesia in 

preparation for surgical treatment of that Covered Accident. 

 

Severance means the complete and permanent separation and dismemberment of the part from the body. 

 

Exclusions  The exclusions that apply to this benefit are in the Common Exclusions section. 

GA-00-2100.00 
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SEATBELT AND AIRBAG BENEFIT 
We will pay the benefit shown in the Schedule of Benefits, subject to the conditions and exclusions described below, when 

the Covered Person dies directly and independently of all other causes from a Covered Accident while wearing a seatbelt 

and operating or riding as a passenger in an Automobile.  An additional benefit is provided if the Covered Person was also 

positioned in a seat protected by a properly-functioning and properly deployed Supplemental Restraint System (Airbag). 

 

Verification of proper use of the seatbelt at the time of the Covered Accident and that the Supplemental Restraint System 

properly inflated upon impact must be a part of an official police report of the Covered Accident or be certified, in writing, 

by the investigating officer(s) and submitted with the Covered Person’s claim to Us. 

 

If such certification or police report is not available or it is unclear whether the Covered Person was wearing a seatbelt or 

positioned in a seat protected by a properly functioning and properly deployed Supplemental Restraint System, We will pay 

a default benefit shown in the Schedule of Benefits to the Covered Person’s beneficiary. 

 

Definitions For purposes of this benefit: 

Supplemental Restraint System means an airbag that inflates upon impact for added protection to the 

head and chest areas. 

 

Automobile means a self-propelled, private passenger motor vehicle with four or more wheels which is a 

type both designed and required to be licensed for use on the highway of any state, province or country.  

Automobile includes, but is not limited to, a sedan, station wagon, sport utility vehicle, or a motor vehicle 

of the pickup, van, camper, or motor-home type.  Automobile does not include a mobile home or any 

motor vehicle which is used in mass or public transit. 

 

Exclusions  The exclusions that apply to this benefit are in the Common Exclusions Section. 

GA-00-2251.00 

 

SPECIAL EDUCATION BENEFIT 
We will pay the benefit, up to the Maximum Benefit shown in the Schedule of Benefits, for each qualifying Dependent 

Child.  The Covered Person’s death must result, directly and independently of all other causes from a Covered Accident for 

which an Accidental Death Benefit is payable under this Policy.  This benefit is subject to the conditions and exclusions 

described below. 

 

A qualifying Dependent Child must: 

1. a. be enrolled as a full-time student in an accredited school of higher learning beyond the 12
th

 grade level on the date 

of the covered Employee’s Covered Accident; or  

b. be at the 12
th

 grade level on the date of the covered Employee’s Covered Accident and then enroll as a full-time 

student at an accredited school of higher learning within 365 days from the date of the Covered Accident and 

continue his education as a full-time student. 

2. continue his education as a full-time student in such accredited school of higher learning; and 

3. incur expenses for tuition, fees, books, room and board, transportation and any other costs payable directly to, or 

approved and certified by, such school. 

 

Payments will be made to each qualifying Dependent Child or to the child’s legal guardian, if the child is a minor at the end 

of each year for the number of years shown in the Schedule of Benefits.  We must receive proof satisfactory to Us of the 

Dependent Child’s enrollment and attendance within 31 days of the end of each year.  The first year for which a Special 

Education Benefit is payable will begin on the first of the month following the date the covered Employee died, if the 

surviving Dependent Child was enrolled on that date in an accredited school of higher learning beyond the 12th grade; 

otherwise on the date he enrolls in such school.  Each succeeding year for which benefits are payable will begin on the date 

following the end of the preceding year. 

 

If no Dependent Child qualifies for Special Education Benefits within 365 days of the covered Employee’s death, We will 

pay the default benefit shown in the Schedule of Benefits to the covered Employee’s beneficiary. 
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Definitions For the purposes of this benefit: 

Dependent Child(ren) An covered Employee’s unmarried child who meets the following 

requirements: 

1. A child from live birth to 19 years old; 

2. A child who is 19 or more years old but less than 26 years old, enrolled in a school as a full-time 

student and primarily supported by the Employee; 

3. A child who is 19 or more years old, primarily supported by the Employee and incapable of self-

sustaining employment by reason of mental or physical handicap. 

 

A child, for purposes of this provision, includes an Employee’s: 

1. natural child; 

2. adopted child, beginning with any waiting period pending finalization of the child’s adoption; 

3. stepchild who resides with the Employee; 

4. child for whom the Employee is legal guardian, as long as the child resides with the Employee 

and depends on the Employee for financial support.  Financial support means that the Employee 

is eligible to claim the dependent for purposes of Federal and State income tax returns. 

 

Exclusions The exclusions that apply to this benefit are in the Common Exclusions Section. 

GA-00-2252a.00 
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Limitations 
 

Cove
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Totally Disabled or Totally Disabled or Total Disability means either: 

Total Disability 1. inability of the Covered Person who is currently employed to do any type of work 

for which he is or may become qualified by reason of education, training or 

experience; or 

2. inability of the Covered Person who is not currently employed to perform the 

normal activities of a person of like age and sex and who is under the regular care 

of a Physician who certifies that such person is Totally Disabled. 

 

3. In the Eligibility and Effective Date Provisions, the Eligibility section is replaced with the following: 

 

Eligibility 

An Employee becomes eligible for insurance under this Policy on the date he meets all of the requirements of one 

of the Covered Classes and completes any Eligibility Waiting Period, as shown in the Schedule of Benefits.  No 

person may be eligible for insurance under this Policy as both an Employee and a Spouse or Dependent Child at 

the same time.  However, this limitation will not apply when the Employee and the Spouse are employed by the 

same Employer and by reason to their employment are both participating in a group insurance plan. 

 

4. In the General Provisions 
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3. In the General Provisions 
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Montana residents: 
 

Under the General Definitions section, the definition of Sickness is replaced with the following: 

 

Sickness A physical or mental illness including pregnancy 

 

New Hampshire residents: 
 

1. Under the General Definitions section, the definition of Covered Accident does not include reference to an 

''external'' event. 

 

2. If applicable, the definition of Emergency Room Treatment is replaced with the following: 

 

Emergency Room Treatment 
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South Carolina residents: 
 

1. Under the General Definitions section, the definition of Covered Accident does not include reference to an 

''external'' event. 

 

2. Under the Claim Provisions, the following changes are made. 

a. The Claimant Cooperation Provision does not apply. 

b. The provision titled Physical Examination and Autopsy is replaced with the following: 

Physical Examination and Autopsy 

We, at Our own expense, have the right and opportunity to examine the Covered Person when and as often as 

We may reasonably require while a claim is pending.  If an autopsy is performed, it will be in the State of 

South Carolina and during the period of contestability unless prohibited by law. 

c. The provision titled Legal Actions is replaced with the following: 

Legal Actions 
No action at law or in equity may be brought to recover under this Policy less than 60 days after written or 

authorized electronic proof of loss has been furnished as required by this Policy.  No such action will be 

brought more than six years after the time such written proof of loss must be furnished. 

 

3. Under the General Provisions, the following changes are made. 

The Multiple Certificates provision does not apply. 

 

South Dakota residents: 
 

Under the Common Exclusions section, the following changes are not permitted: 

1. the Covered Person being legally intoxicated as determined according to the laws of the jurisdiction in which 

the Covered Accident occurred; 

2. the Covered Person being Intoxicated.  ''Intoxicated'' means having a blood alcohol level of .08 or higher; 

3. the Covered Person operating a motorized vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or drugs as defined 

according to the laws of the jurisdiction in which the Accident occurred; 

4. voluntary ingestion of any narcotic, drug, poison, gas or fumes, unless prescribed or taken under the direction 

of a Physician and taken in accordance with the prescribed dosage; 

5. occupational injuries for which benefits are not paid under the Workers’ Compensation Law or any similar 

law; 

6. operating any type of vehicle while under the influence of alcohol or any drug , narcotic or other intoxicant 

including any prescribed drug for which the Covered Person has been provided a written warning against 

operating a vehicle while taking it. Under the influence of alcohol, for purposes of this exclusion, means 

intoxicated, as defined by the law of the state in which the Covered Accident occurred; 

7. the Covered Person was driving a Private Passenger Automobile at the time of the Covered Accident that 

resulted in the Covered Loss; and he was intoxicated, as that term is defined by the laws of the state in which 

the Covered Accident occurred. 

 

Vermont residents: 
 

To the extent the Policy provides insurance coverage to a spouse, the identical consideration must be applied to same 

sex marriages and civil unions.  The language is as follows: 

 

1. Civil Union Partner means: 

a. A person with whom the Employee has a registered civil union under Vermont law which imposes obligations 

on the parties substantially similar to marriage.  Such person will continue to be recognized as a Civil Union 
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West Virginia residents: 
 

1. Under the General Definitions section, the definition of Covered Accident does not include reference to an 

''external'' event. 

 

2. Under the General Definitions 





 30 

 

YOUR RIGHTS AS SET FORTH BY ERISA 
 

As a participant in the Plan you are entitled to certain rights and protections under the Employee Retirement Income 

Security Act of 1974 (ERISA).  ERISA provides that all plan participants shall be entitled to: 

 

Receive Information About Your Plan and Benefits 

 

Examine, without charge, at the plan administrator's office and at other specified locations, such as worksites and union 

halls, all documents governing the plan, including insurance contracts and collective bargaining agreements, and a copy of 

the latest annual report (Form 5500 Series) filed by the plan with the U.S. Department of Labor and available at the Public 

Disclosure Room of the Employee Benefit Security Administration. 

 

Obtain, upon written request to the plan administrator, copies of documents governing the operation of the plan, including 

insurance contracts and collective bargaining agreements, and copies of the latest annual report (Form 5500 Series) and 

updated summary plan description.  The administrator may make a reasonable charge for the copies. 

 

Receive a summary of the plan's annual financial report.  The plan administrator is required by law to furnish each 

participant with a copy of this summary annual report. 

 

Prudent Actions by Plan Fiduciaries 

 

In addition to creating rights for plan participants ERISA imposes duties upon the people who are responsible for the 

ope
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Appeal of Denied Disability Claims (applies to all claims filed on or after April 1, 2018) 

 

Whenever a claim decision is fully or partially adverse, unless ERISA provides otherwise, the claimant must appeal once to 

the Insurance Company.  As part of the claimant’s appeal, the claimant may receive, upon request, free of charge, copies of 

all documents, records, and other information relevant to the claim for benefits, and the claimant may submit to the 

Insurance Company, written comments, documents, records, and other information relating to the claim.  The review will 

take into account all comments, documents, records and other information the claimant submits related to the claim, 

without regard to whether such information was submitted or considered in the initial claim decision. Once an appeal 

request has been received by the Insurance Company, a full and fair review of the claim appeal will take place. 

 

A written request for appeal must be received by the Insurance Company within 180 days from the date the claimant 

received the adverse decision.  If an appeal request is not received within that time, the right to appeal will have been 

waived.  The Insurance Company has 45 days from the date it receives a request for appeal to provide its decision.  Under 

special circumstances, the Insurance Company may require more time to review the claim and can extend the time for 

decision, once, by an additional 45 days.  If this should happen, the Insurance Company must provide the extension notice, 

in writing, before expiration of the initial decision period, indicating the special circumstances and the date a decision is 

expected. If the extension is made because additional information must be furnished, the claimant has 45 days within which 

to provide the requested information and the time for the Insurance Company’s decision shall be tolled (stopped) from the 

date on which the notification of the extension was sent until the date the Insurance Company receives the claimant’s 

response or upon the date the requested information is required to be furnished expires, whichever is sooner.   

 

The review will give no deference to the original claim decision.  The review will not be made by the person who made the 

initial claim decision, or a subordinate of that person.  When deciding an appeal based in whole or in part upon medical 

judgment, the Insurance Company will consult with a medical professional having the appropriate training and experience 

in the 
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If the claim is approved, the Insurance Company will pay the appropriate benefit.  If the claim decision on appeal is 

adverse, in whole or in part, the Insurance Company will provide written or electronic notice that includes: 

 

1. The specific reason(s) for the decision; 

2. Specific reference to the Policy provision(s) on which the decision was based; 

3. A statement that the claimant is entitled to receive, upon request and free of charge, reasonable access to, and copies of, 

all documents, records, and other information relevant to the claim for benefits; 

4. A statement describing any voluntary appeal procedures offered, and the claimant’s right to obtain the information 

about those procedures;  
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