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What is equitable enforcement?

the process of ensuring compliance with law and policy 
that considers and minimizes harms 

to underserved communities



Underenforcement

When laws that are designed to 

protect underserved 

communities from threats to 

their health and economic 

security are not consistently 

enforced



When laws designed to 
protect the health of the 
public are enforced more 
frequently, or more 
strictly, in certain places –
or against certain people 
as compared to others

Overenforcement





Where do we go from here?

•Training the public health workforce on the law
•Communications & messaging
•Centering community
•Creating a new framework for PH governance
•Underscoring the importance of advocacy



Introducing the Public Health Law Academy Certificate | ChangeLab 
Solutions

https://www.changelabsolutions.org/introducing-public-health-law-academy-certificate


Messaging Overview
1. Let strategy dictate your message

2. Frame public health as indispensable

3. Portray public health as competent, confident, and active

4. Use plain language and describe technical or vague    
language or jargon

5. Describe how bills and lawsuits block public health



Centering 
Community





Fighting for Public Health



Six Key Findings

Public health advocacy �86for what?rebuild trust, equity, outcomes, fight for public health laws & the role of public health, stabilize appropriationsAdvocacy messages need tailoringFramingand language are not one-size-fits-all

tailored to 

each audience
Public health messengers are wary





Thank you! Website: changelabsolutions.org
Twitter: @changelabworks
Email: sadler@changelabsolutions.org
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