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Missouri is to expand Medicaid to include all adults age 19-64 earning up to 138% of the 
federal poverty line FPL ($30,305 for a family of three), starting July 1, 2021.  This Fact Sheet 
lays out preliminary estimates of the number of people likely to enroll in the expansion 
during the first year, July 2021 to July 2022, as well as the key demographic characteristics 
of those who enroll. The number of expected enrollees and their demographic 
characteristics may be important background information for the implementation of the 
Medicaid expansion efforts, including plans for outreach, access to care and costs.  In 
addition, these numbers can be used to help estimate any increases in the demand for 
health care services across the State. The Fact Sheet concludes with a description of the 
data used to compile these estimates, and the methods used. 
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Characteristics of Medicaid expansion adult enrollees

Prior insurance coverage:
Roughly three-fifths (61.9%) of the new 

adult Medicaid enrollees will be 

previously uninsured.  About one-third 

(29.3%) will be moving from private 

individual insurance coverage 

(including those in ACA marketplace 

plans) and roughly 10% will drop 

employer sponsored coverage to move 

to Medicaid coverage.  

https://public.tableau.com/profile/emily.hernandez6106#!/vizhome/MOMedicaidEstimatedAdultEnrolleeRegionalDistribution-2017Data/RegionalDistributionofNewAdultEnrollees
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Age: Roughly half (52%) of 

the new adult enrollees will 

be under 35 years old, but 

roughly 20% of the new 

enrollees will be approaching 

retirement (age 55-64). 

Income distribution: About one-

quarter (27%) of the new adult 

Medicaid enrollees will have incomes 

below 25% of the federal poverty line 

(FPL), but almost half (48%) of the new 

eligibles will have incomes above 75% 

of the federal poverty line, in part 

because they are more likely to be 

employed.

Race/ethnicity: About 8 

in 10 of the new adult 

Medicaid eligibles will be 

non-Hispanic white persons, 

while slightly over 20% will 

be people of color (African 

Americans, Hispanic, Asian, 

or other races).

Family structure: About two-thirds of the new adult enrollees will live in 

families with no children, and over two-thirds (68%) will not be parents. 

Summary: The newly eligible Medicaid population will be significantly younger than the 

current Medicaid population, and many will have quite low incomes (less than 25% of the FPL).  

A disproportionate share will live in rural parts of Missouri.  Roughly 60% of the new enrollees 

will be previously uninsured.  These findings may help guide implementation efforts, as 

consideration is given to the current circumstances of those new enrollees in Medicaid. 
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https://publichealth.wustl.edu/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/Analysis-of-the-Fiscal-Impact-of-Medicaid-Expansion-in-Missouri-FINAL_w_Exec_Summary.pdf
https://www.census.gov/content/census/en/programs-surveys/sahie.html/
https://mcdc.missouri.edu/geography/reference/MO_Region_Codes.html
https://familiesusa.org/resources/the-covid-19-pandemic-and-resulting-economic-crash-have-caused-the-greatest-health-insurance-losses-in-american-history/
https://www.kff.org/coronavirus-covid-19/issue-brief/eligibility-for-aca-health-coverage-following-job-loss/

