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PRACTICING DIALOGUES ABOUT DIFFERENCE: USING
MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVE S IN TEACHING THE FO URTEENTH
AMENDMENT

RENEE M. LANDERS

In writing for the Supreme Court in Grutter v. Bollingdustice Sandra Day
O’ Connor reiterated theoVerriding importance of preparing students for work
and citizenship,and the relationship between education and good citizehship.
She noted thatuhiversities, and in particular, law schools, represent the training
ground for a large number of our Natisnleaders? The Grutter Court
recognized the importance of legal education and access to the legal profession
in preparing talented and qualified individuals of every race and ethfiitaty
civic engagement and leadersRipEffective participation by members of all
racial am ethnic groups in the civic life of our Nation is essential if the dream
of one Nation, indivisible, is to be realizetiTeaching the various doctrines for
which the Fourteenth Amendment forms the basis in constitutional law,
administrative law, and hehllaw is an effective way to communicate the sense
of purpose identified iGrutter to law students. Specifically, students studying
the Fhe2 (i)5.3 25.35.3 25.62he
understanding how the law can promote or impede equality in the public sphere
and the lawyeés role in that process. In addition to becoming more effective
lawyers, this process can prepare law students to become more engaged and
thoughtful ctizens.

As the most recent summer waned and | was thinking about writing this
reflection, | recalled sitting on a Cape Cod beach in about 1987 reading Margaret
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Teaching the Fourteenth Amendment

1. 539 U.S. 306, 331 (2003)The Court has long recognized thedlucation . . is the very
foundation of good citizenship.(quoting Plyer v. Doe, 457 B. 202, 221 (1982))

2. Id. at 332.

3. Id.
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Atwood’s classic dystopian novel, The Handmaidalg® for the first time. |
was new to teachinlaw and remarked to my husband that if | ever had the
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While one unstated norm is to treat the perspective of the obsexver a
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