
room are in fact much the same in their phys-
ical aspects, apart from a few modifications in 
the Hall. Procedures for getting a reader’s tick-
et and applying to look at manuscripts have 
changed to a great degree. Instead of a tick-
et, there is now a magnetic badge/card, which 
readers must carry with them at all times. This 
card is essential to: 1) open and close the lock-
ers, which are assigned automatically; 2) enter 
and exit the Library; 3) request manuscripts and 
printed books through the computer; 4) go to 
the bar; 5) and something new: to take the ele-
vator on the ground floor.
   Scholars may request three manuscripts in 
the morning (between 8:45 and 12 noon) and 
two in the afternoon (between 2:00 and 4:00 
p.m.). The Library closes at 5:15 p.m. The Read-
ing Room has a wireless system for Internet 
connection; a user name and password are sup-
plied when you register as a reader (she tried it 
out but it didn’t work). 
And that’s the latest. If anyone has had a dif-





POSTINGS FROM READERS



Scott Gwara informs us:
The University of South Carolina has acquired a manuscript breviary for its growing collection of 
medieval manuscripts: Sotheby’s, 7 December 2010, lot 30. The university also received a small col-
lection of fragments. All of the manuscripts will be available online in April, in the most recent up-
date of www.scmanuscripts.org.
With support from the Humanities Council of South Carolina, the University of South Carolina is 
sponsoring four seminars and two lectures on medieval manuscripts by Dr. Christopher de Hamel, 
Corpus Christi College, Cambridge.  Approximately 35 participants from all over the eastern US will 
use the university’s collectionof manuscripts from 4 to 5 April in this hands-on symposium. In the 
evening of 4 April Dr. de Hamel will lecture on the history of the medieval Bible, with special refer-
ence to the university’s recently acquired “Breslauer Bible,” an English pocket Bible, ca. 1240. On 5 
April de Hamel will discuss the Book of Hours and the medieval imagination at the Columbia Muse-
um of Art, focusing on their newly acquired Bruges Book of Hours. 
The University of South Carolina owns seven medieval codices and approximately 110 fragments. It 
has added thirty fragments and three codices in the past few years.   �
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� � �  EXHIBITION AND CALL FOR PAPERS � � �

�/�Ä���í�ó�ñ�ó��King George II presented around 2000 manuscripts  of the royal 
library to the newly founded British Museum. These manuscripts, col-
lected by the kings and queens of England from the ninth to the six-
teenth centuries, form the unique collection held by the British Library 
known simply as ‘Royal.’ The Royal collection preserves the medieval 
and Renaissance libraries of the kings and queens of England, and in-



Exhibition notes: 
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Exhibitions (continued)

T�«�®�Ý���›�ø�«�®�•�®�ã�®�Ê�Ä��inaugurated on March 31, 2011, at 6 p.m., in the Or-
atory of Saint Rocco. Organized by the Biblioteca Universitaria of 

Padua in collaboration with the Comune of Padua, it features a group 
of medieval and Renaissance illuminated manuscripts in the collection 



Rechtshandschriften des deutschen 
Mittelalters: Produktionsorte und 

Importwege

Organized by Dr. Patrizia Carmassi, Wolfenbüt-
tel, and Prof. Dr. Gisela Drossbach, Munich, this 
conference will take place at the Herzog August 
Bibliothek, Wolfenbüttel, 27–29. June, 2011.

Papers will be delivered by Bertram Lesser, 
Wolfenbüttel: Der Braunschweiger Stadtsch-
reiber Gerwin von Hameln († 1496) als Sammler 
und Benutzer juristischer Literatur; Michael 
Embach, Trier: Rechtshandschriften aus Trier-
er Bibliotheken; Vincenzo Colli, Frankfurt a. M.: 
Handschriften und Drucke juristischer Literatur 
in Deutschland;  Gero Dolezalek, Aberdeen/U.K.: 
Transfer von Rechtstexten und Statistik. Das 
Beispiel Halberstadt; Martin Brett, Cambridge/
U.K.: Transmission of Canon Law Manuscripts as 
Cultural Phenomenon; Peter Landau, Munich: 
Frühe französische Dekretalstik in Halberstadt. 
Die Summa Monacensis und die Summe “ques-
tio si iure naturali” in Halle, ULB Ye 52; Tatsushi 
Genka, Tokyo and Munich: Bologna—Halber-
stadt —Bamberg: Die Dekretsumme “Permis-
sio quaedam“ in Halle, ULB Ye 2o 52; Patrizia 
Carmassi, Wolfenbüttel: Johannes Teutonicus: 
Rechtsgelehrte und Handschriftenstifter in der 
Halberstädter Kirche; Gisela Drossbach, Munich: 
Bologna—München—Halberstadt: Dekretalen-
recht unter besonderer Berücksichtigung von 
Halle, ULB, Ye 80; Abigail Firey, Lexington, Ken-
tucky/USA: Pseudo-Isidor; Roger E. Reynolds, 
Toronto, Canada: Vorgratianische Kanonessam-
mlungen in Deutschland; Susanne Lepsius, Mu-
nich: Bartolo di Sassoferrato; Martin Bertram, 
Rome: Die Überlieferung des Liber Extra - mit 
Ausflügen ins Allgemeine; Tilmann Schmidt, 
Rostock: Liber Sextus und Regulae iuris;  Susan 
L’Engle, St. Louis, Missouri/USA: The Transmis-
sion of Legal Manuscripts from Bologna and 
Padua to German Collections; Susanne Witte-
kind, Cologne: Illuminierte Rechtshandschriften 
aus Spanien; and John Wei, Grinell, Ill./USA: Re-
chtssicherheit durch das Decretum Gratiani.

  

A conference sponsored by the Kunsthistorisches Institut in Florenz: 
Images and words in exile.  Avignon and Italy in the first half of the 14th century (1310-1352)

 will be held April 7–11 in Florence and Avignon. Details may be found on the KHI website: 
http://www.khi.fi.it/en/aktuelles/veranstaltungen/veranstaltungen/veranstaltung272/index.html

and the program is posted at: http://www.khi.fi.it/pdf/c20110407.pdf
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Posted by Lynn Ransom:
The Schoenberg Center for Electronic Text and 
Images (SCETI) is pleased to announce the Sey-
mour de Ricci Bibliotheca Britannica Manu-
scripta Digitized Archive, a searchable database 
containing the digitized notes of the historian 
and bibliographer Seymour Montefiore Robert 
Rosso de Ricci (1881–1942) made for the com-
pilation of his unfinished Bibliotheca Britanni-
ca Manuscripta. This project was intended as a 
companion work to his Census of Medieval and 
Renaissance Manuscripts in the United States 
and Canada, published between 1935 and 1940. 
De Ricci’s notes, compiled in thirty-four boxes 
containing over 60,000 index cards and original-
ly bequeathed to the Institute for Historical Re-
search in London, are currently housed in the 
Senate House Library at the University of Lon-
don. In collaboration with the Senate House Li-
brary, SCETI is putting this valuable resource 
online in stages until completion in the Summer 
of 2011. To learn more go to:  http://sceti.library.
upenn.edu/dericci.
� The 4th Annual Schoenberg Symposium on 
Manuscript Studies in the Digital Age, entitled 
“Writing the East: History and New Technologies 
in the Study of Asian Manuscript Traditions,” will 
be held October 21–22, 2011.  For more infor-
mation, go to http://www.library.upenn.edu/ex-
hibits/lectures/ljs_symposium4.html.

�d�«�›�� �Ù�›�Ä�Ê�ó�Ä�›�— Islamic art historian, Professor 
Robert Hillenbrand, Honorary Professorial Fel-
low, Department of Islamic and Middle Eastern 
Studies, University of Edinburgh, will lecture on 
“What the Painter Adds to the Text: The Case of 
the Great Mongol Shahnama” on Monday, April 
18, at 3:15, in the Pere Marquette Gallery, Du-
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Rustam in Combat 
with Isfandiyar,

 c. 1440s. Ink, opaque watercolor, 
and gold on paper. H. 7 1/4 x W. 
5 1/16 in. (H. 18.4 x W. 12.8 cm). 

Royal Asiatic Society 
of Great Britain and Ireland,

 MS. 239, 291b

Shahnamah Exhibitions 2011

Zal collecting his son 
Sam who was raised 
by the mythical bird 

Simurgh. Iran ca. 1530 
Shahname of Shah 

Tahmasp, (Museum of 
Islamic Art, Berlin)

October 23, 2010–April 17, 2011
Don’t miss the last weeks of Shahnama: 1000 
Years of the Persian Book of Kings, celebrating 
the millennium of the poet Firdawsi’s Shahn-
ama, in the Arthur M. Sackler Gallery at the 
Smithsonian Institution:

1050 Independence Ave SW
P.O. Box 37012, MRC 707

Washington, D.C. 20013-7012

Check out the exhibition website:
 http://www.asia.si.edu/exhibitions/current/

shahnama.asp 

Detail, Zal is Sighted by a Caravan; 
Lent by the Art and History Collection 

LTS1995.2.46

The Asia Society Museum in New York City presents
 A Prince’s Manuscript Unbound: 
Muhammad Juki’s ‘Shahnamah’ 

February 9–May 1, 2011
 See details at

 http://asiasociety.org/arts-culture/asia-society-mu-
seum/current-exhibitions/princes-manuscript-un-

bound-muhammad-jukis-shahn

18 March 2011 - 19 June 2011
Museum of Islamic Art, Bodestraße 1-3, 10178 Berlin, Germany
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� LECTURES �

Thursday, April 7, 2011
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, The Grace 

Rainey Rogers Auditorium
The Passover holiday comes to life in the pag-
es of a world-renowned Haggadah, on loan to 
the Metropolitan Museum from the Library of 
Congress. Explore the place of this book in the 
history of Passover and late medieval art and 
hear the story of how this manuscript came to 
America.
2:00
Washington Haggadah: The Life of a Jewish 
Book—David Stern, Moritz and Josephine Berg 
Professor of Classical Hebrew Literature, Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania
2:45
Joel ben Simeon Illustrating the Washington 
Haggadah—Katrin Kogman-Appel, Evelyn Metz 
Memorial Research Chair in Art, Ben-Gurion 
University of the Negev, Beer Sheva, Israel.

 This lecture is held in conjunction with the exhibition 
series, Sacred Splendor: Hebrew Manuscript Illumi-
nation in Context, on view in the Medieval Galleries. 
Free with Museum admission; tickets and reserva-
tions not required.

Folio 3v, from the
Washington 
Haggadah, 

Library of Congress,
Hebraic Section.

Reproduced by per-
mission of the 
publisher from 

The Washington 
Haggadah,

by Joel ben Simeon, 
Cambridge, Mass.: 
Library of Congress 
and Harvard Univer-
sity Press, © 2011.

���›�½�ã�®�‘���^�ã�ç�—�®�›�Ý�����Ý�Ý�Ê�‘�®�ƒ�ã�®�Ê�Ä���Ê�¥���E�Ê�Ù�ã�«�����Ã�›�Ù�®�‘�ƒ�����ƒ�ã���d�«�›���K�«�®�Ê���^�ã�ƒ�ã�›���h�Ä�®�ò�›�Ù�Ý�®�ã�ù�U���D�ƒ�ù���í�õ�t�î�î�U���î�ì�í�í 
The Celtic Studies Association of North America is the professional organization for those who study 
the languages, literatures, folklore, archaeology, art, music and history of those peoples who have spo-
ken a Celtic language from prehistory to the present, encompassing the cultures of Ireland, Scotland, 
Wales, Brittany and Cornwall, as well as the continental Celtic peoples of pre-Roman and Roman times. 
For nearly 35 years, CSANA has held an annual meeting that attracts scholars from around the world 
who present lectures that provide insight into our Celtic heritage. Ohio State University is hosting the 
2011 CSANA annual meeting, which will take place from Thursday 19 May through Sunday 22 May. Ple-
nary speakers for the conference include Professors Gearóid Ó Crualaoich of University College Cork 
(Ireland), Peredur Lynch of the University of Bangor (Wales) and Michelle P. Brown of the University of 
London (England) Information and the program of the conference can be viewed on the web site of the 



Illuminating Fashion:
Dress in the Art of Medieval France and the Netherlands
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Virginia Brown Bequest to the Center for Epigraphical and Palaeographical Studies,
at the Ohio State University

In September, 2010 the Center for Epigraphical and Palaeographical Studies received a generous be-
quest from the estate of Professor Virginia Brown, who kindly left the Center her library and work-
ing papers. As most of you know, Virginia was a formidable scholar and editor, and a much cherished 
member of the profession. The Center is deeply indebted to her husband, the eminent historian 
James Hankins, for his many kindnesses in bringing this bequest to completion, and it is natural-
ly honored to house Virginia’s papers and library. This acquisition has increased immeasurably the 
Center’s holdings in the fields of manuscript studies, classical reception, and the Beneventan script, 
which was Virginia’s own area of expertise. You can read Frank Coulson’s reminiscences of Virgin-
ia and find out more about the collection by visiting http://cmrs.osu.edu/nn/pdfs/nn1101.pdf, pub-
lished by The Center for Medieval and Renaissance Studies at the Ohio State University. The Center 
has a Virginia Brown Fellowship to encourage scholars to use the Center’s collections.  Information 
may be found at the web site for the Center at epigraphy.osu.edu.

���Ê�Ä�[�ã�� �Ã�®�Ý�Ý�� �ã�«�®�Ý�� �Ý�Ö�½�›�Ä�—�®�—�� �›�ø�«�®�•�®�ã�®�Ê�Ä��of manu-
scripts from the Sistine Chapel held in Spanish 
collections. curated by Elena De Laurentiis. Its 
first venue was the Biblioteca Nacional de Es-
paña, Madrid (closed 9th January), and is now 
showing  at the Meadows Museum of South-
ern Methodist University, Dallas through April  
23rd, 2011. It features around 40 manuscripts 
from the Sacristy of the Sistine Chapel in Vat-
ican City and 26 other works (including single 
leaves, books and liturgical objects of Cardinal 
Francisco Antonio de Lorenzana), dating from 
the 11th to 18th centuries and loaned from 
three Spanish collections. The richly-illustrat



  -11-

  News from the Vatican Film Library					                  No. 3 April 2011	

The research associate in Cambridge will take 
primary responsibility for the collection of 
data relating to the southern axis of transmis-


