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New Publications
A new manuscript catalogue by Peter and Angela Lucas; for 
detailed information, see http://www.fourcourtspress.ie/
books/2014/maynooth-manuscripts/

An Index of Images in English Manuscripts from Chaucer to Henry VIII (HMIIEM 5)
K. L. Scott
The British Library, I: MSS Additional and Egerton 
360 p., 37 b/w ill., 210 x 270 mm, 2014 
ISBN: 978-1-905375-63-9
This fascicle in the series An Index of Images in English Manuscripts from the Time of Chaucer to Henry VIII reports on 
the Additional collection, the largest group of medieval (and other) manuscripts in the British Library. The Additional 
manuscripts, which are catalogued by the British Library together with the Egerton manuscripts, contain many little-
known manuscripts with imagery as well as a considerable number of books famous for their illustration, i.e. the Bed-
ford Hours and Psalter, the Hours of Elizabeth the Queen, and the Rous Roll. Others such as the Old Hall Manuscript, 
Mallory’s Le morte D’arthur
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EXHIBITIONS

THE MORGAN CELEBRATES THE BEAUTY AND
ARTISTRY OF CONTEMPORARY ILLUMINATION

IN AN EXHIBITION OF WORK BY BARBARA WOLFF

IŜōǊŜǿ LƭƭǳƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ hǳǊ ¢ƛƳŜΥ ¢ƘŜ !Ǌǘ ƻŦ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ²ƻƭŦŦ
February 6 through May 3, 2015

For many museum-goers the use of rich gold and silver leaf 
to illuminate religious texts is an artistic practice that be-
gan—and ended—centuries ago. However, the process in all 
of its precision and beauty continues to this day, and a new 
exhibition at the Morgan Library & Museum highlights the 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜŘ ŎƻƴǘŜƳǇƻǊŀǊȅ ŀǊǘƛǎǘ .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ²ƻƭŦŦΦ ¢ƛǘƭŜŘ 
Hebrew Illumination for Our Time: The Art of Barbara Wolff, 
the show includes You Renew the Face of the Earth: Psalm 
104 and the Rose Haggadah.

The manuscripts feature gold, silver, and platinum foils on 
vellum with imagery drawn from nature, archaeology, and 
religious custom in a 21st-century ode to the long history 
of Jewish illumination. Both works were generously donated 
to the Morgan—an institution renowned for its collection of 
medieval and Renaissance manuscripts—by Joanna S. Rose. 
The exhibition will be on view through May 3.

.ŀǊōŀǊŀ ²ƻƭŦŦΣ Among the Branches They Sing, from
You Renew the Face of the Earth: Psalm 104.

The Morgan Library & Museum, MS M.1190, fol. 3.
Gift of Joanna S. Rose, 2014.

!ǊǘǿƻǊƪ ϭ нлмр .ŀǊōŀǊŀ ²ƻƭŦŦΦ
tƘƻǘƻƎǊŀǇƘȅ ōȅ wǳŘƛ ²ƻƭŦŦΦ

J. Paul Getty Museum, 16 December 2014–15 March 2015
The current manuscript exhibition at the Getty,

 curated by Christine Sciacca:
 Give and Ye Shall Receive: 

Gift-Giving in the Middle Ages
In the Middle Ages, gift exchange was the social glue that 
helped people define their relationships to family and friends, 
to acquaintances and strangers, to God and to church. This ex-
hibition drawn from the permanent collection examines mod-
els for giving found in scripture and in the lives of the saints, 
explores how gift giving functioned in medieval society, and 
highlights the special role of the medieval book as a gift. 

Initial E: The Adora-
tion of the Magi, choir-
book cutting. MS 83. 
The Veneto, Franco 
dei Russi, 1470s. The J. 
Paul Getty Museum.

Upcoming at the British Library: 
Magna Carta: Law, Liberty, Legacy
13 March 2015 to 1 September 2015

2015 represents a very exciting year for Magna Carta at the British Li-
brary. To mark the 800th anniversary of this important historical doc-
ument it will hold a blockbuster exhibition, Magna Carta: Law, Liberty, 
Legacy, opening to the public on 13 March, and curated by Claire Breay 
and Julian Harrison. In addition to displaying their two manuscripts of 
the original 1215 Magna Carta, featured will be other key documents, 
books and artefacts associated with the history and legacy of the Great 
Charter, including two major loans from the United States of America. 
Meanwhile, in February the Library will host all four 1215 Magna Car-
ta manuscripts, from the British Library, Lincoln Cathedral, and Salis-
bury Cathedral, when they are brought together for the very first time.  
See more at: http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/digitisedmanuscripts/
magna-carta/#sthash.pbp5Zj6b.dpuf.
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NEW ACQUISITION
A note from Beth Morrison: The J. Paul Getty Museum recently acquired an unknown and un-
published leaf by the Rohan Master or an artist in his immediate circle. It is from an otherwise 
lost manuscript that may have never been completed, as the leaf consists of the beginning of the 
Hours of the Virgin with unfinished miniatures on both sides. According to a suggestion by Roger 
²ƛŜŎƪΣ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŦ ƭƛƪŜƭȅ ŘŜǇƛŎǘǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŦǳǎŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ WƻŀŎƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŀ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇƭŜ όōŀǎŜŘ 
on their childless, and therefore, unfavored state in the eyes of God, according to the Golden Leg-
end). This scene appears in several other contemporary manuscripts accompanied by the Annun-
ciation, but nowhere else is it represented as such an elaborate scene of chaos and disruption. 
The winding stairway creates a convincing impression of movement leading into the main minia-
ture at the center of the page where an animated group of five figures brings attention to the ani-
mals that will be sacrificed on the altar at far left. The dynamic impact of the work is strengthened 
by the page's unfinished state. The drawing technique ranges from the suggestive to the forceful—
some figures are subtly delineated with fine lines, while others are described with a heavier and 
more vigorous use of the pen that draws out expression; the artist's genius for line and form is pal-
pable. Many of the individual elements on the page are drawn from other contemporary composi-
tions, including those by the Rohan Master and the Limbourg Brothers. 

The relatively large size of this leaf (260 x 
185 mm.) as well as the unusual imagery 
and the inclusion of additional scenes on 
the verso indicate that it was intended for 
a particularly elaborate and lavish book of 
hours, much like the Rohan Hours. The leaf 
presents innumerable exciting avenues for 
future research: the identity of the book, 
its patron, and its artist; determining the 
role of underdrawing and the application of 
paint layers in the period; and the complex 
problem of the Rohan Master himself and 
his workshop. The leaf will be displayed to 
the public in an upcoming exhibition at the 
Getty Center opening on July 7, 2015. In the 
meantime, it will be loaded onto the Get-
ty's website, where scholars will be able to 
download images of both of its sides at high 
definition for their own studies.

The Refusal of the Offering of Joachim 
and Anna at the Temple,  single leaf,  

MS 112. The Rohan Master/Circle, ca. 
1410-30. The J. Paul Getty Museum.

One more upcoming exhibition: 24 January to 21 February, 2015
WOMEN AND THE BOOK IN THE MIDDLE AGES AND THE RENAISSANCE

Les Enluminures
23 East 73rd St.

7th Floor,
Penthouse 

New York, NY
10021

Our winter exhibition will showcase 36 manuscripts that dem



 					   

  -5-

News from the Vatican Film Library No. 14  January 2015

PROJECTS AND WEBSITES
A note from David Lyle Jeffrey of Baylor University, Director of the Manuscript Research Collegium:
Baylor University has formed a Manuscript Research Collegium with 27 active faculty members en-
gaged in research in papyrology, late antiquity and medieval manuscripts, DNA analysis and archaeol-
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Changes at the
 Morgan Library & Museum

Assistant Curator,
Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts
(Full-time)

Responsibilities: 
The Morgan Library invites applications for the position of Assistant Curator in the Department of Medi-
eval and Renaissance Manuscripts. This is a two-year appointment with the possibility of renewal. The 
Assistant Curator organizes exhibitions, researches the collection, assists with collection development, 
cultivates donors and contributes to fundraising, performs reference services, inventories collections, 
maintains departmental acquisitions files, and creates or revises online records for collection items. The 
position will report to the department head of Medieval and Renaissance Manuscripts.

Qualifications: 
ɡGraduate degree in art history with an emphasis on illumination or medieval art, preferably a Ph.D.
ɡA minimum of two years experience in mounting manuscript exhibitions, writing and editing cata-
logues, both scholarly and popular, or the equivalent curatorial experience.
ɡSpecialized knowledge of medieval and Renaissance manuscript illumination essential, as well as gen-
eral familiarity with medieval and Renaissance art.
ɡAbility to organize exhibitions, write or edit catalogues and didactics, and give public lectures and 
tours.
ɡAbility to communicate and deal with a broad range of people in promoting the department’s collec-
tion, be they scholars, students, collectors, Fellows and Friends of the Morgan, or the public.
ɡExperience in public speaking.
ɡReading knowledge of Latin, French, and German.
ɡAble to work for extended periods at a computer workstation.
ɡAble to lift moderately heavy boxes and books and move items to and from shelves.
ɡAble to climb ladders, wheel carts with collection items through the facility, and tolerate moderate lev-
els of dust generated during normal activities and movement of objects.

To apply: 
Please e-mail a cover letter with salary requirements and résumé

to Human Resources at: medieval@themorgan.org

As of January 2, William Voelkle 
was appointed Senior Research 
Curator in the Department 
of Medieval and Renaissance 
Manuscripts, reducing his hours 
and stepping down from depart-
ment head.  


