November 18, 2021

Dr. Max Zubatsky
Marriage and Family Therapy Program
Saint Louis University (MA)

Dear Dr. Zubatsky:

Elizabeth Fawcett, PhD, LMFT
Chair

Carol Messmore, PhD, LMFT
Chair-Elect

Blake Berryhill, PhD, LMFT
Commissioner

Yulia Watters, PhD, LMFT
Commissioner

Nancy Shankle, PhD
Public Member

Michael Westerfield, PhD
Public Member

The Commission on Accreditation for Marriage and Family Therapy Education (COAMFTE), at its
November 6-7, 2021 meeting, reviewed the Marriage and Family Therapy (MA) program at Saint Louis
University for Renewal of Accreditation. This review included consideration of the program’s Eligibility
Criteria, Self-Study, COAMFTE’s Self-Study Review Letter, Program’s Additional Information, Site Visit
Report, Program’s Response to Site Visit Report, and any additional materials submitted by the

program.

The Commission voted to grant Renewal of Accreditation for a period of seven (7) years, November

1, 2021 - November
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Programs must include SLOs that measure student/graduate achievement appropriate to the
program’s mission and goals.

Specific assessment measures for operationalizing the achievement of Student Learning
Outcomes (including student/graduate achievement) including targets and benchmarks.
Measurement includes assessment of students’ academic and professional competencies by the
faculty and others, appropriate to the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element.

Key Element I-B: Assessment Plan with Mechanisms and Timeline
The program has an overall assessment plan that includes:

1l

Mechanisms in place for evaluating/reviewing the Student Learning Outcomes, including
student/graduate achievements (utilizing specific measures identified in I-A).

Mechanisms in place for evaluating student support services; curriculum and teaching/learning
practices; fiscal and physical resources; technological resources; and instructional and clinical
resources to determine sufficiency for attainment of targeted program outcomes.

An assessment plan and corresponding timeline that addresses when, from whom, and how data
is collected, and a description of how data will be aggregated and analyzed and the findings used
for program improvement (feedback loop). The assessment plan should include a specific
description of how the program will review and revise, as needed, their overall outcome-based
education framework and assessment plan.

The assessment plan must incorporate feedback from Communities of Interest (as defined in Key
Element I-C).

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element.

Key Element I-C: Communities of Interest

The program identifies its Communities of Interest, obtains formal and informal feedback from them,
and describes how they inform the program’s mission, goals, and Student Learning Outcomes.
Communities of Interest vary according to the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes and may
include, but are not limited to, students, administrators, faculty, supervisors, consumers, graduates,
potential employers, germane regulatory bodies, germane private and public funding sources, and
diverse, marginalized, and/or underserved groups within these communities.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element.
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FCA 2: Clinical Treatment with Individuals, Couples and Families (Minimum of 6 Credits/8 quarter
credits/90 clock hours)

This area facilitates students developing competencies in treatment approaches specifically designed
for use with a wide range of diverse individuals, couples, and families, including sex therapy, same-sex
couples, working with young children, adolescents and elderly, interfaith couples, and includes a focus
on evidence-based practice. Programs must include content on crisis intervention.

FCA 3: Diverse, Multicultural and/or Underserved Communities (Minimum of 3 Credits/4 quarter
credits/45 clock hours)

This area facilitates students developing competencies in understanding and applying knowledge of
diversity, power, privilege and oppression as these relate to race, age, gender, ethnicity, sexual
orientation, gender identity, socioeconomic status, disability, health status, religious, spiritual and/or
beliefs, nation of origin or other relevant social categories throughout the curriculum. It includes
practice with diverse, international, multicultural, marginalized, and/or underserved communities,
including developing competencies in working with sexual and gender minorities and their families as
well as anti-racist practices.

FCA 4: Research & Evaluation (Minimum of 3 Credits/4 quarter credits/45 clock hours)

This area facilitates students developing competencies in MFT research and evaluation methods, and
in evidence-based practice, including becoming an informed consumer of couple, marriage, and family
therapy research. If the program’s mission, goals, and outcomes include preparing students for
doctoral degree programs, the program must include an increased emphasis on research.

FCA 5: Professional Identity, Law, Ethics & Social Responsibility (Minimum of 3 Credits/4 quarter
credits/45 clock hours)

This area addresses the development of a MFT Identity and socialization, and facilitates students
developing competencies in ethics in MFT practice, including understanding and applying the AAMFT
Code of Ethics and understanding legal responsibilities.

FCA 6: Biopsychosocial Health & Development Across the Life Span (Minimum of 3 Credits/4 quarter
credits/45 clock hours)

This area addresses individual and family development, human sexuality, and biopsychosocial health
across the lifespan.

FCA 7: Systemic/Relational Assessment & Mental Health Diagnosis and Treatment (Minimum of 3
Credits/4 quarter credits/45 clock hours)

This area facilitates students developing competencies in traditional psycho-diagnostic categories,
psychopharmacology, the assessment, diagnosis, and treatment of major mental health issues as well
as a wide variety of common presenting problems including addiction, suicide, trauma, abuse, intra-
familial violence, and therapy for individuals, couples, and families managing acute chronic medical
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FCA 8: Contemporary Issues
This area facilitates students developing competencies in emerging and evolving contemporary
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Supervisor Equivalents, or State Approved Supervisors. Supervision can be individual (one
supervisor with one or two supervisees) or group (one supervisor and eight or fewer students)
and must include a minimum of 50 hours of supervision utilizing observable data. Supervision
may utilize digital technology in which participants are not in the same location as long as the
majority of supervision is with supervisor and supervisee physically present in the same location
and appropriate mechanisms/precautions are in place to ensure the confidentiality and security
of the means of technology delivery.

{ Programs have agreements with practice sites that outline the institutions’, the practice sites’
and the students’ responsibilities, and published procedures in place for managing any difficulties
with sites, supervisors, or students.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element.

Key Element IV-D: Program and Regulatory Alignment

The program demonstrates that graduates have met educational and clinical practice requirements
(e.g., coursework, clinical experience, and supervision) that satisfy the regulatory requirements for
entry-level practice in the state, province, or location in which the program physically resides or in
which the student intends to practice. Programs must also document that students are informed (e.g.,
demonstrate review of appropriate regulatory sites or licensing laws) about the educational, clinical,
and regulatory requirements for entry-level practice in the state, province, or location in which each
student resides or intends to practice.

Commission’s Response:
The program meets the requirements of this Key Element.

Key Element IV-E: Curriculum/Practice Alignment with Communities of Interest
The program demonstrates that it considers the needs and expe0102(co)d0 0 1 72.i-
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Key Element V-B: Demonstrated Achievement of Program Goals
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Please feel free to contact the Accreditation Office by e-mail at




