




Letter From
the Dean 
Dear friends,

öŶŻǖʭǢŻƛŖʭƨŮʭȈŖīǎʭŻǖʭȚƒƒŖŏʭȂŻǢŶʭŖȇňŻǢŖƛŖƝǢʭīǢʭǢŶŖʭéňŶƨƨƒʭƨŮʭ
®ŖŏŻňŻƝŖɽʭnƝʭ®īȈɾʭȂŖʭňŖƒŖŇǎīǢŖŏʭǢŶŖʭůǎīŏǪīǢŻƨƝʭƨŮʭȪȰȯʭƝŖȂʭ
ǋŶȈǖŻňŻīƝǖʭīƝŏʭȯȪʭƛīǖǢŖǎǖʭīƝŏʭŏƨňǢƨǎīƒʔǢǎīŻƝŖŏʭǖňŻŖƝǢŻǖǢǖʭ
īƝŏʭŶŖīƒǢŶʭǋǎƨŮŖǖǖŻƨƝīƒǖɽʭnƝʭƒīǢŖʭ ǪƒȈɾʭȂŖʭȂŻƒƒʭȂŖƒňƨƛŖʭƨǪǎʭ
ŻƝňƨƛŻƝůʭňƒīǖǖʭƨŮʭŶŻůŶƒȈʭīňňƨƛǋƒŻǖŶŖŏʭƛŖŏŻňīƒʭǖǢǪŏŖƝǢǖʭ
ŮǎƨƛʭīňǎƨǖǖʭǢŶŖʭǎŖůŻƨƝʭīƝŏʭňƨǪƝǢǎȈɾʭǖƨƨƝʭǢƨʭŇŖʭŮƨƒƒƨȂŖŏʭŇȈʭ
ƝŖȂʭůǎīŏǪīǢŖʭǖǢǪŏŖƝǢǖɽ

The 2023-2024 academic year was marked by exceptional faculty and 

staff engagement including focused preparation for our upcoming 

Liaison Committee on Medical Education re-accreditation review, 

strengthening our research cores, implementing initiatives of our  

Well-being Task Force, and achieving a 99.4% residency match rate 

for the SLU School of Medicine class of 2024, compared to the 93.5% 

national rate for U.S. M.D. seniors. 

We are growing and thriving. We are delighted that 23 SLU medical 

school graduates are joining our SLU-SSM residency programs. Our 

research expenditures and clinical trials continue to increase. Our 

academic practice, the SLUCare Physician Group, expanded to 687 

clinical faculty. We are building our community engagement with our 

mobile clinic and service experiences for medical students. And, our 

pipeline programs for students in the community are diversifying. 

We are living our mission of excellence in education, research, clinical care, and community 

engagement, guided by our five-year strategic plan. We are excited to share our Vision for the 

Future with you in this issue.

With gratitude for your support,

Christine K. Jacobs, M.D., FAAFP 
Vice President for Medical A�airs and Dean of the School of Medicine

“We are living our mission of excellence 
in education, research, clinical care, and 
community engagement, guided by our 
five-year strategic plan.”

The Saint Louis University School of Medicine, under the leadership of Dean Christine Jacobs, 
M.D., has established a bold path for transformative advancement in medical education. 

http://giving.slu.edu/medicine


éŶīǎŖŏʭJȇǋŖǎŻŖƝňŖǖʭ 
īƝŏʭīʭéŖƝǖŖʭƨŮʭ:ŖƒƨƝůŻƝů
�ɯĸŪŔĽƘƤĽĊɯíƍƍƐŪíĊĸɯƤŪɯŝĘđĽĊíŔɯĘđƬĊíƤĽŪşɯƐĘƏƬĽƐĘƘɯíɯĉíŔíşĊĘɯ
ĉĘƤǄĘĘşɯƤĘǉƤĉŪŪőɯíşđɯĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşƤĽíŔɯŔĘíƐşĽşıȿɯ�ŪŔŔíĉŪƐíƤĽǃĘɯ
ŔĘíƐşĽşıɯĘşǃĽƐŪşŝĘşƤƘɯíƐĘɯĽŝƍĘƐíƤĽǃĘɯİŪƐɯƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɣɯǄĘŔŔşĘƘƘɀɯ
ĊŔĽşĽĊíŔɯĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşĊĘƘɀɯíşđɯĽşƤĘƐƍƐŪİĘƘƘĽŪşíŔɯđĘǃĘŔŪƍŝĘşƤȿɯ¸ĸĘɯ
«ĊĸŪŪŔɯĸíƘɯĊŪşđĘşƘĘđɯĽƤƘɯƍƐĘĊŔĽşĽĊíŔɯĊƬƐƐĽĊƬŔƬŝɯƤŪɯǬǳɯŝŪşƤĸƘɯ
ƤŪɯĽşĊƐĘíƘĘɯĸíşđƘɖŪşɯŪƍƍŪƐƤƬşĽƤĽĘƘɯíşđɯíƍƍŔǊɯǄĸíƤɯĽƘɯŔĘíƐşĘđɯ
ƤĸƐŪƬıĸɯƐĘíŔɖŔĽİĘɯĊŔĽşĽĊíŔɯĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşĊĘƘȿɯ

¸ĸĘɯĊƬƐƐĽĊƬŔƬŝɯƬƍđíƤĘɯíŔƘŪɯŪƍĘşƘɯƤĸĘɯđŪŪƐɯİŪƐɯƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɯ
ƤŪɯƤƐíşƘŔíƤĘɯƤĸĘĽƐɯőşŪǄŔĘđıĘɯĽşƤŪɯĊŔĽşĽĊíŔɯǄŪƐőɯíŔŪşıƘĽđĘɯ
ĊŔíƘƘŝíƤĘƘɯíşđɯƍĘĘƐƘɯĽşɯşƬƐƘĽşıɯíşđɯŪƤĸĘƐɯíŔŔĽĘđɯ 
ĸĘíŔƤĸɯƍƐŪİĘƘƘĽŪşíŔƘȿɯ

rĘǄŔǊɖĘƘƤíĉŔĽƘĸĘđɯĊŪŝŝƬşĽƤǊɯƘƍíĊĘƘɯıĽǃĘɯƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɯíɯĸŪŝĘɯ
ǄĸĘƐĘɯƤĸĘǊɯíƐĘɯíĉŔĘɯƤŪɯĽşƤĘƐíĊƤɯƤĸƐŪƬıĸɯĘǉƍĘƐĽĘşƤĽíŔɯŔĘíƐşĽşıɀɯ
đĘǃĘŔŪƍɯíƘɯƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɀɯíşđɯİŪƐŝɯŔíƘƤĽşıɯĊŪşşĘĊƤĽŪşƘɯİŪƐɯƤĸĘĽƐɯ
İƬƤƬƐĘɯĊíƐĘĘƐƘȿɯ�ŪŝŝƬşĽƤǊɯƘƍíĊĘƘɀɯƘƬĊĸɯíƘɯƤĸĘɯfŪɯDíŝĽŔǊɯ 
ǮǱǫɯĊŔíƘƘƐŪŪŝɯíşđɯƤĸĘɯ×ĘŔŔşĘƘƘɯ�ĘşƤĘƐɀɯĸíǃĘɯİíĊĽŔĽƤíƤĘđɯđĘĘƍɯ

ĊŪşşĘĊƤĽŪşƘɯíŝŪşıɯƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɯíşđɯİíĊƬŔƤǊɯíşđɯĘşĸíşĊĘđɯíĊƤĽǃĘɀɯ
ĊŪŔŔíĉŪƐíƤĽǃĘɯŔĘíƐşĽşıȿɯ¸ĸĘƘĘɯƍĸǊƘĽĊíŔɯıĽİƤƘɯİƬşđĘđɯĉǊɯ 
ıĘşĘƐŪƬƘɯđŪşŪƐƘɯƤƐíşƘİŪƐŝɯĸŪǄɯƘƤƬđĘşƤƘɯŔĘíƐşɀɯƘƤƬđǊɀɯíşđɯ
ƍƐíĊƤĽĊĘɯŝĘđĽĊĽşĘȿɯ
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�í�_�o�ß�j�¬�•�=�˜�8�?�oTina Chen, M.D., associate 

dean of simulation and clinical 

skills, said the Center is an 

essential educational site where 

SLU students can practice 

both synthesis and knowledge 

application before residency. “Simulation is the medical 

education of the future,” Chen said. “We want 

students to feel comfortable experimenting, speaking 

their thoughts, and applying  

their knowledge in a  

way that is fearless.” 

Translating Classroom Learning

into Clinical Practice

Students shared that the Center helps their lectures 

come to life — connecting concepts directly to  

patient care. Brittany Bonty, (Med ’27), said the 

simulations accelerate understanding of complex 

medical situations. “Medical simulations translate 

clinical vignettes to the exam 

tables,” Bonty said. “It allows 

us to practice clinical diagnosis 

skills prior to clinical rotations 

and probe the expertise of our 

physician facilitators.” The Center customizes 

simulations to connect students 

with their course modules. In 

April 2624, Chen and her team �T�=�_�Q�����o�˜�=�]�¬�T�í�¤�=�j�_�˜�o�¤�j�o�¤�8���=�•�o�Ü�•�˜�¤�V�Ê���í�•�o�]�����=�
�í�T�o�˜�¤�¬�����_�¤�˜�i�o cardiovascular organ module, where students learned 

about cardiac physiology and how to interpret an 

electrocardiogram (EKG). “This simulated experience helped solidify the 

foundational knowledge that medical students 

need to be aware of,” Chen said. “This was a way of 

contextualizing and applying the reading they do as 

preclinical students.” Zaid Khaja, (Med ’27), shared that additional 

simulation labs improved his academic performance 

and bedside communication skills. 

“By gaining clinical experience early, I �nd 

more meaning in my studies — connecting 

the concepts I am learning directly to 

patient care,” Khaja said. 

The School of Medicine has exciting plans to expand 

simulation in the future. Looking ahead, Chen aims to 

craft more application-based learning opportunities 

for students — addressing their desires for facilitative 

feedback and real-world clinical experience. 





Research Success
Driven by Collaboration 
ĕŶŖƝʭáŻňŶīǎŏʭbǎǪňȒīɾʭÞŶɽBɽɾʭǋǎƨŮŖǖǖƨǎʭŻƝʭǢŶŖʭBŖǋīǎǢƛŖƝǢʭƨŮʭaīƛŻƒȈʭ
īƝŏʭ;ƨƛƛǪƝŻǢȈʭ®ŖŏŻňŻƝŖʭīƝŏʭǢŶŖʭBŖǋīǎǢƛŖƝǢʭƨŮʭiŖīƒǢŶʭ»ǪǢňƨƛŖǖʭ
áŖǖŖīǎňŶɾʭīǎǎŻȁŖŏʭīǢʭéīŻƝǢʭ¤ƨǪŻǖʭýƝŻȁŖǎǖŻǢȈʭŻƝʭȫȩȫȩɾʭŶŖʭȂīǖʭŏǎīȂƝʭ
ǢƨʭǢŶŖʭéňŶƨƨƒʭƨŮʭ®ŖŏŻňŻƝŖʡǖʭīƛŇŻǢŻƨǪǖʭůƨīƒǖɽʭ:ǪǢɾʭŻǢʭŻǖʭǢŶŖʭéňŶƨƨƒʡǖʭ



Gifting the
Tools for Success 
ĕŻƒƒŻīƛʭ;īƒƒīŶīƝɾʭʎ®ŖŏʭʡȫȰʏɾʭŮŖƒǢʭǢŶŖʭŻƝŻǢŻīƒʭŏǎīȂʭǢƨȂīǎŏʭīʭňīǎŖŖǎʭŻƝʭƛŖŏŻňŻƝŖʭ 
īŮǢŖǎʭīʭƏƝŖŖʭǖǪǎůŖǎȈʭŻƝʭŶŻůŶʭǖňŶƨƨƒɽʭ ŮǢŖǎʭŖȇǋǎŖǖǖŻƝůʭīƝʭŻƝǢŖǎŖǖǢʭŻƝʭƨǎǢŶƨǋŖŏŻňʭ
ǖǪǎůŖǎȈʭīǖʭīʭǋǎƨŮŖǖǖŻƨƝɾʭ;īƒƒīŶīƝʡǖʭǖǪǎůŖƨƝʭŻƝȁŻǢŖŏʭŶŻƛʭǢƨʭǖŶīŏƨȂʭīƝŏʭŶŖʭƌǪƛǋŖŏʭ
īǢʭǢŶŖʭƨǋǋƨǎǢǪƝŻǢȈɽ

“In the operating room, I saw how the surgeon was using tools I was familiar with, as 
I am from a family of construction workers,” Callahan said. “I saw myself in his shoes, 
using the tools I have grown up working with to help others.” 

His interest led him to work as an emergency medical technician (EMT) while obtaining 
his undergraduate degree. Callahan’s experience exposed him to critical medical 
situations and inspired him to pursue his medical education. 

As he researched medical schools, he was drawn to Saint Louis University School of 



Writing for the
Greater Good

;īǋǢīŻƝʭbŖǎīƒŏʭ°ŻŖǢŖǎǖɾʭ®ɽBɽɾʭ
ʎ®ŖŏʭʡȯȯʏɾʭŇǎīȁŖƒȈʭǖŖǎȁŖŏʭŶŻǖʭ
ňƨǪƝǢǎȈʭŻƝʭĔŻŖǢƝīƛɾʭȈŖǢʭƝŖȁŖǎʭ
ȂīƝǢŖŏʭǢƨʭǢīƒƏʭīŇƨǪǢʭǢŶīǢʭǢŻƛŖʭƨŮʭ
ŶŻǖʭƒŻŮŖɽʭiƨȂŖȁŖǎɾʭŻǢʭȂīǖʭīʭǖŻƛǋƒŖʭ
ǍǪŖǖǢŻƨƝʭŮǎƨƛʭŶŻǖʭůǎīƝŏŏīǪůŶǢŖǎʭ
ǢŶīǢʭňƨƛǋŖƒƒŖŏʭŶŻƛʭǢƨʭǎŖňƨƝǖŻŏŖǎʭ
ȂŶīǢʭƒŖůīňȈʭŶŖʭȂīƝǢŖŏʭǢƨʭ 
ƒŖīȁŖʭŇŖŶŻƝŏɽʭ

“Most men that are in combat for 
any reason, the thing you hear most 

is ‘they never talk about it,’ and I never talked about it,” Nieters 

http://www.slu.edu/alumni/news/2024-alumni-merit-awards.php
http://www.slu.edu/alumni/news/2024-alumni-merit-awards.php


14 School of Medicine  
Faculty Honored at the 
2024 Investiture Ceremony 
Saint Louis University held the 2024 Investiture Ceremony in March, honoring 
the accomplishments of distinguished faculty members and the donors who have 
generously established endowed positions. The SLU School of Medicine included 
14 honorees from diverse medical specialities. 

The 2024 Investiture Ceremony included the following honorees: 

A Champion for
Medical Education

The Saint Louis University School of 
Medicine and SSM SLUCare Physician 
Group welcomed Diana Greene-
Chandos, M.D., FNCS, FANA, as the 
Sylvia N. Souers Endowed Chair in 
Neurology in January 2024. She brings 
a wealth of knowledge of neurocritical 
care, medical education, and leadership 
to the School of Medicine. 

Alongside her work as a practicing 
neurointensivist, Greene has 
energetically embraced her new role 
as chair. She is developing a five-
year strategic plan for the neurology 
department that includes hiring 
exceptional neurologists and enhancing 
research opportunities; sharpening 
SLU’s capabilities in patient care and 
neurology education; treatment in 
epilepsy, neuromuscular disorders, 
movement disorders, neurocritical care, 
and stroke; and recruiting academic 
neurologists in neuroimmunology, 
neuro-oncology, and memory disorders 
will be another clear focus.

But what Greene appreciates most of all 
is the warm welcome she has received 
from the community. Not only are her 

http://slu.edu/give/news/investiture-preview.php
http://slu.edu/give/news/investiture-preview.php


Isabelle Carbone Awarded 2024 U.S. Public Health 
Service Excellence in Public Health Award 

http://slu.edu/medicine/news/2024/isabelle-carbonne-public-health-award.php
http://slu.edu/medicine/news/2024/isabelle-carbonne-public-health-award.php


Heidi Sallee, M.D.
Medical Director of the Danis Pediatric Center at SSM 
Cardinal Glennon Children's Hospital; Professor of Pediatrics

Heidi Sallee developed a passion for sewing after watching her 
mother make clothing and household items. Gifted with her 



http://slu.edu/medicine/medical-education/md/match-day.php
http://slu.edu/medicine/medical-education/md/match-day.php


150+$1.8M

1.8M

given by White Coat Society 

members in �scal year 2022-23
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¤ŻǖǢʭƨŮʭĕŶŻǢŖʭ;ƨīǢʭéƨňŻŖǢȈʭŏƨƝƨǎǖʭ 
ȂŶƨʭňƨƝǢǎŻŇǪǢŖŏʭŮǎƨƛʭ ǪƒȈʭȪɾʭȫȩȫȬ to  
®īȈʭȪȬɾʭȫȩȫȭ. Donations made after 
ǢŶŻǖʭŏīǢŖʭǢŶīǢʭīǎŖʭƝƨǢʭǎŖȝŖňǢŖŏʭŶŖǎŖʭ
īǎŖʭīǋǋǎŖňŻīǢŖŏɽʭaƨǎʭīʭŮǪƒƒʭƒŻǖǢʭƨŮʭ
ŏƨƝƨǎǖʭǢƨʭé¤ýɾʭǋƒŖīǖŖʭȁŻǖŻǢʭ 
ůŻȁŻƝůɽǖƒǪɽŖŏǪʊŶƨƝƨǎǎƨƒƒɽ

Doreen* (Nurs ’62) &  
Eugene (A&S ’60, Med ’64) Adelmann

Mary (A&S ’83, Med ’88) & Kent Agne

John (A&S ’69, Med ’73) &  
Colleen Anstey

Robert (Med ’81) & Sally Backer

Robert (Med ’63) & Barbara Balen

Steven (A&S ’75) & Patricia Bander

Georgia (Nurs ’60) &  
Jerome (A&S ’59, Med ’63) Basinski

Christopher (Med ’04) & Beth Bauer

Victor (Med ’68) & Ruth Bazzoli

Jeanine (A&S ’70) &  
Robert (Med ’75) Blaskiewicz

Patricia (Nurs ’76) &  
John (Med ’78) Bomalaski

John (Med ’73) & Lisa Bonacorsi

James (PH ’74) & Mary Brophy

Doug (CSB ’66) & Ann Brown

Michael (Med ’00) & Alice Jane Brush

Nicholas & Nicole Burkemper

Paul (Grad A&S ’79, Med ’82) &  
Diane Busse

Michael Butler (Med ’84)

Carroll Brennan (Med ’81) &  
William Carlson (Med ’81)

Patrick Cestone (Med ’95) &  
Carla Montevideo

Jennifer Chan (Med ’02)

Vincent* (Med ’56) & Yuri Chiu

Doreen & Robert*(Med ’59) Christopher

Susan* (Med ’64) &  
Young (Med ’63) Young

John Codd (Med ’63)

Joanne (Med ’87) &  
Wade (Med ’87) Cressman

Neal Cutler (A&S ’71, Med ’75)

Alexander Cutler

Samantha Cutler

Barbara (Med ’78) & David Detjen

Maria Gurrieri & Enrico Di Cera

John Dombrowski &  
Vacharee Kitiphongspattana

Frederick (Med ’84) &  
Pamela-Marie Dore

Marilyn Kacica-Dudek (A&S ’78, Med 
’83) & Joseph Dudek (A&S ’77, Med ’83)

Gerald (Med ’67) & Patricia Dzurik

Johann & Richard Ellerbrake

Mark (Med ’76) & Mary Clare Fildes

William (Med ’60) & Joanne Fogarty

Timothy (Med ’86) & Laura Friedlein

Eugene (Med ’68) & Helen Galvin

Arthur (Med ’67) & Judith Gelb

Michael Goldstone (Med ’86) &  
Susan Goldstone Vetrovsky

John (Med ’73) & Sharon Goltschman

Steven (A&S ’88, Med ’92) &  
Stefanie Granberg

John (Med ’73) &  
Gloria (A&S ’71) Grandone

Paul Grmoljez (Med ’71) & Alice Gordon

M. Kathlyn (A&S ’68) &  
R. Michael (Med ’70) Gross

Susan (Nurs ’71) &  
Dean (Med ’68) Hageman

Doris Haverstick (Grad Med ’82)

Richard Hempstead (Med ’76)

Hugh (Med ’69) & Nina Henderson

Gregory (Med ’88) & Barbara Hill

Geoffrey Hill 



Robert W. Wilmott, M.D. 
1948-2024

Former Dean of the Saint Louis University 
School of Medicine and Vice President of 
Medical Affairs 

Robert William Wilmott, M.D., former dean of 
the Saint Louis University School of Medicine 
and vice president of medical affairs from 
2019 to 2021, died Sunday, May 19, 2024, after 
a long and courageous battle with cancer. 

Wilmott lived an accomplished and full life as a distinguished pediatrician, 
professor, researcher, and university administrator, and as a loving husband, 
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