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Letter From
the Dean 
Dear Friends,

Greetings from the Saint Louis University School of Medicine!

Our medical students are busy. Our new SLU School of 
Medicine Class of 2027 is well into Normal Structure & 
Function, Clinical Interviewing, and Health Systems Science. 
M2 students are studying for Step 1 exam and preparing 
to enter clerkships in January. M3s are in the midst of 
clerkships, and M4s are about to start residency interviews. 

Our academic faculty is growing. SLUCare Physician Group 
has signed 95 new SLU faculty physicians since January. New 
investigators are joining our Center for Vaccine Development, 
Institute for Translational Neuroscience, the Advanced HEAlth 
Data (AHEAD) Research Institute, and our basic science and 
clinical departments.

The School of Medicine is transforming. Planning is underway 
for a Health Education Center, which will enable innovative 
student learning, high-fidelity simulation, and interprofessional 
education. We are growing scholarships for medical students 
from less advantaged backgrounds, supporting and growing 
research excellence, and establishing endowed chairs for 
visionary leadership across all departments. 

In October, I had the pleasure of attending our annual Med 
Reunion and spoke with many of you individually and at 
various events throughout the weekend. I was asked during a 
presentation on our future vision and transformation, “What 
do you need from us?” As alumni and friends of the SLU School 
of Medicine, you are an essential part of our past and our 
future. Your support has been instrumental, and I hope you will 
continue to join us in advancing our mission by considering a  
year-end, tax-deductible donation. 

This issue of Grand Rounds celebrates our commitment to 
medical education, patient care, and our community —  
informed by our core values: cura personalis, scholarship, 
discovery, collaboration, and equity. These values have been the 
guiding principles of our institution since its establishment in 
1836 and they continue to guide us in our ongoing education of  
future physicians.

In these pages, you will find inspiring stories that capture the 
essence of our core values and the work of the School of Medicine 
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Supporting the
Art of 
Medicine
Music soothes the soul, but it also 
powerfully impacts the mind — 
acting as a source of happiness, 
stimulant of focus, and a relief from 
stress. Stephen C. Peiper, M.D.,  
(Med ’77), recognized the impact 
of music throughout his years at 
the Saint Louis University School of 
Medicine, thanks to the influence of 
his mother, Gwendolyn Peiper. 

“When I was in medical school, my 
mother commissioned a harpsichord 
from a prominent maker,” Peiper said. 
“I would play the harpsichord, eat, go to 
sleep, and wake up in the middle of the 
night to study. I realized that it was a 
stress reduction process for me.” 







The Gift of
Medical Education 
The Saint Louis University School of Medicine has a strong 
foundation — rooted in service to the greater community. 
Patrick and Emily Lo recognized the School’s dedication and 
passion for service early on through their daughter, Daphne 
(Med ’11). Now, they are giving back through the Lo Family 
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Student Research
in Action
Stimulating transformative knowledge in 
medicine starts by offering opportunities 
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“The medical school devotes itself to teaching physicians who will provide holistic care to every patient they encounter,” Turner said. “This program helped to connect me to my pre-med identity and further inspires me to become the best physician and researcher I can be.”Medical students can also participate in research opportunities through a fellowship. The summer research programs are conducted at SLU in its basic science labs or under the supervision of a clinical research project by a faculty member.  Kathleen Botterbush, (Med ’26), worked alongside Tobias A. Mattei, M.D., FACS, assistant professor and chief of spine surgery, to research health care fraud and abuse in spinal surgery. Her research allowed her to explore important questions related to neurosurgery, spine surgery, and the intersection of medicine and law. As the School of Medicine continues to develop student programs, it will open doors for students at many levels so they may explore and interact with medical research. 
“Medicine is a �eld equally rooted in mentorship and collaboration.”— Kathleen Botterbush, Med ’269SAINT LOUIS UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE
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Keniesha Thompson, 
M.D.Assistant Dean of Student A�airsKeniesha Thompson grew up in a family of creators. Her grandfather was an artist by trade and her mother took every opportunity to beautify their home while staying on a strict 



Caring for patients also requires time where physicians and 
medical students step away from the bedside to cultivate their 
own gifts and talents. We connected with four members of 
our Saint Louis University School of Medicine community to 
explore their passions outside of their profession.

Victoria Leung 
Third-Year Medical Student

Victoria Leung has a lifelong connection to making art — first 
as an acrylic painter and now as a scratch artist. Scratch art uses 
tools such as a scratch knife, wooden stylus, or an etching needle 
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