




The Artists 

Seyed Alavi: Seyed and his wife Andrea are both artists working in the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Born in Teheran, Seyed addresses issues of mortality and 
immortality in his work. Forever, comprised of 120 candlesticks and candles, 
poignantly reflects these concerns. Although not done specifically with AIDS in 
mind, the artist sees this moving work as a way of honoring those who have died 
of AIDS. 

Gryphon Blackswan: California fashion designer Gryphon Blackswan combines 
his pride in his African-American heritage with an interest in Asian aesthetics to 
create eloquent apparel. Mr. Blackswan, who has AIDS, has said that his experience 
of this disease has deepened his appreciation for that which is truly important in 
life. In his fashion designs, he tries to capture the spirit of the person for whom 
the clothing is being made. For the Consecrations exhibition , he has designed a 
set of priest's vestments for the Mass in the time of AIDS. He has also designed 
burial shrouds for people who have died of AIDS, which are to remain in St. Louis 
and be used by anyone who choses to be buried in them. 

Ross Bleckner: New York artist Ross Bleckner has gained international recognition 
for his memorial pieces dedicated to people who have died of AIDS. These are 
poetic visual epiphanies in which the spirits of those who have died are rendered 
in the forms of memorial urns, birds in flight, and constellations of light. Mr. 
Bleckner will have a major retrospective at the Solomon Guggenheim Museum 
this January. We are pleased to exhibit three of Mr. Bleckner' s work in 
Consecrations. 

Fabian Bunten: St. Louis artist Fabian Bunten, who died this past June of AIDS­
related causes, has created a body of work that combines intense expressionism 
with tenderness. His paintings are constructions containing mixed media and 
possessing a power of votive altarpieces. In addition to his paintings, Mr. Bunten 
created a rich and varied range of custom-made furniture. In the work on display 
in Consecrations, Mr. Bunten pays homage to a friend who, while going back 
home to die, nonetheless experienced an isolation from his family as he was made 
to eat alone and off of paper plates and plastic utensils. 

Mark Calderon: Seattle artist Mark Calderon reflects his Mexican ancestry with 
traditional milagros in which the central image of the heart is rendered to resemble 
the human torso. Milagros are devotional pieces incorporating an image of that 
which is in need of healing. For Mr. Calderon, it is the human heart thahs most in 
need of healing. 

Ken Chu: Chinese-American artist Ken Chu lives in New York and has addressed 
the issues of gender, sexuality, and race in his large bold figurative constructions. 



Michael David: New York artist Michael David came to national prominence in 
the early 1980' s with strong expressive, abstract paintings that incorporated 
iconographic symbols associated with Judaism and Christianity. More recently, 
Mr. David has produced a body of work featuring realistic human images that are 
sealed beneath a two inch thick layer of wax. The work on display in Consecrations 



display at MOCRA, features a number of men all diving into an ocean of light. 
These figures represent the many friends of Gonzalez who have died of AIDS­
related illnesses, and he has joined their company. Below the divers, in a different 
zone of the painting is a modem day predella-panel that features a beautifully 
rendered image of the Ancient Greek bronze sculpture, Sleeping Eros, based on 
the sculpture owned by the Metropolitan Museum of Art. Gonzalez is known for 
the dramatic dialogue between his exquisitely painted canvases and his carefully 
designed frames. In Free Fall, the painting is surrounded by a smooth frame 
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environments with the pristine geometry of the Minimalists. His works are shrines 
and temples in which issues of gender, illness and spirituality are dramatized. His 
final series, The Stations of the Cross, deal with his own experiences with AIDS. 

Judy Silver: While born in New York, Judy Silver has lived in Sydney, Australia 
since 1981. She has worked in various media and has won international awards in 
painting. Most recently she has produced a series of "sound" artworks. The 12-
minute long piece in the Consecrations exhibition is entitled Angels in Australia, 
and is based on the telephone messages she recorded of her friend Michael Speros 
who died of AIDS. Through the manipulation of his taped messages along with 
orchestration, Ms. Silver allows us to come to know this man, to experience his 
wit, his pain, and his sense of the presence of protective angelic realities. 

David Turner: Palo Alto artist David Turner has prepared a memorial book that 
caringly remembers the lives of so many of his friends who have died of AIDS. 
The format of the book allows the reader a very intimate entry into the lives of just 
a few of the many casualties of this disease. 

Alec Vargo: While the figural sculptures of Fullerton, California artist Alec Vargo 
are small in scale, they have a monumentality and a boldness about them that is 
inescapable. Rodin comes to mind immediately but unlike the light-flickering 
smooth surfaces of Rodin's sculpture, the surfaces of Mr. Vargo's work have a 
volcanic roughness about them that intensifies their meaning. In his work Liturgy 
(one of two sculptures by Vargo to be shown in Consecrations), Mr. Vargo has 
placed two men within the framework of a gothic baldacchino, one figure 
(physically robust) holding his dying companion. Its "Pieta-like" theme shows 
both suffering and compassion, as one figure supports his dying friend. The 
standing figure has his head thrown back and is screaming, but the scream is 
stiffled by the rope in his mouth that serves as a gag. The pain is there, but he 
must express it in silence. As Mr. Vargo has stated, "in today's society, some 
people are not permitted to grieve publicly for those significant persons in their 
lives." 

Programs in Conjunction with 
Consecrations: The Spiritual in Art in the Time of AIDS 

Saturday, October 15, at 6:00 pm 
University Theater, Xavier Hall 
Dance performances by John-Mario Sevilla and Jude Woodcock of 
the Pilobolus Dance ·Theatre and Danny Clark, former principal 
dancer for the Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater and current 
choreographer for the St. Louis Black Repertory Theater. Free. 

Tuesday, November 1, at 8:00 pm 
Cupples House, Saint Louis University 
The Amici String Quartet will dedicate one of the musical works on 
their program to people who have died of AIDS or who are living 
with AIDS or HIV. Free. 

Saturday, November 5, at 7:30 pm 
Museum of Contemporary Religious Art 
Saint Louis University 
Thomas Sokolowski, Director of the Grey Art Gallery at New York 
University and co-founder of Day without Art, will speak on the 
"Changing Face of AIDS," a look at the art that has been produced 
dealing with AIDS from the early 1980' s to the present day. Free. 

Sunday, November 13, at 4:00 pm 
Museum of Contemporary Religious Art 
Saint Louis University 
Terrence E. Dempsey,SJ, Director of MOCRA and curator of 
Consecrations, will speak on the diverse spiritual expressions that 
deal with AIDS in the exhibition. Free. 

Thursday, December 1, at 5:30 pm 
Museum of Contemporary Religious Art 
Saint Louis University 

Day without Art gathering of the arts community of greater St. Louis 


