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Changes to the 
Assessment Plan 

• Student learning outcomes 
• Artifacts of student learning 
• Evaluation process 

• Evaluation tools (e.g., rubrics) 
• Data collection methods 
• Frequency of data collection 
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Going forward, we need to think more about how similar outcomes differ at the BA, MA, and PhD level. 
American Studies is unusual in that students, even those entering the PhD program, typically do not have 
background in the field, and therefore there is more overlap in SLOs for the different-level programs than may 
be typical, as we discussed with SLU’s Assessment Coordinator, Marissa Cope, after receiving feedback on our 
2022 assessment.  
 
The faculty wonder if it makes sense to expect not different outcomes, fundamentally, but higher scores and a 
greater number of students achieving them at different levels—this should be tackled for American Studies 
overall for the 2024 assessment cycle.  

 
B. How has this change/have these changes been assessed? 

 
Implementing the new plan in a preliminary manner in 2022 allowed us a trial to see if we believe our new 
assessment plan will be workable. It will take time and an accumulation of artifacts to truly assess whether these 
changes have worked.  

 
C. What were the findings of the assessment? 

 
Certainly, having one artifact to assess, which truly epitomizes the culmination of the BA degree, is an 
improvement in the quality of our assessment protocol and the quality of the measures. The simplified outcomes 
are also a step in the right direction. At this point the small artifact sample size remains an issue, but the sample 
size will increase with time. The process is greatly streamlined and as a result we feel like overall involvement in the 
assessment process with be improved.  

 
D. How do you plan to (continue to) use this information moving forward? 

 
Moving forward, it makes sense to continue to think about how to translate the complexity of an interdisciplinary 
field to simple, measurable outcomes, and implementing simple, measurable processes for all our degree 
programs. “Interdisciplinarity” is often a buzzword in higher education, but few people successfully describe, 
implement, and measure it. This is the challenge of assessment in American Studies, and it makes good sense to 
continue to consider how our instruments, our curriculum, and our pedagogical practices are meeting this 
challenge.  

 
IMPORTANT: Please submit any assessment tools (e.g., artifact prompts, rubrics) with this report as separate 

attachments or copied and pasted into this Word document. Please do not just refer to the assessment plan; the 
report should serve as a stand-alone document. 
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Student Name: 
 
Rater Name: 
 
Rating Date: 

 
American Studies BA Assessment Rubric 

 
Artifact Description: The American Studies thesis is the culmination of the major. Students produce an extensive, original research 
project (30-40 pages in length) that demonstrates familiarity with the public concerns and interdisciplinary emphasis of the field, 
including its methodological, interpretive, curatorial, analytical, and theoretical imperatives. The thesis makes an argument about the 
construction, development, or meaning 
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or interpreted 
through frameworks 
of nation, class, 
race, gender, ability, 
or sexuality. 

expressions, or ideas 
are constructed by or 
interpreted through 
frameworks of 
nation, class, race, 
gender, ability, or 
sexuality—including 
nuanced attention to 
how two or more of 
these frameworks are 
interlocking. 

interpreted through 
frameworks of 
nation, class, race, 
gender, ability, or 
sexuality, but the 
assessment is limited 
to sufficient attention 
to one of these 
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The language, style, 
genre, and tone are 
appropriate for 
American Studies 
audiences. There are 
no problems with 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, or syntax. 
All sources are 
properly 
documented. 

argument might not 
be transparent. The 
language, style, 
genre, and tone are 
appropriate for 
academic audiences, 
but perhaps not for 
American Studies in 
particular. There are 
rare errors in 
spelling, punctuation, 
grammar, or syntax. 
All sources are 
documented, but the 
documentation may 
have subtle 
formatting errors.
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Extremely Well (3) Very Well (2) 


