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Program-Level Assessment: Annual Report 
 

Program Name (no acronyms): Americ a n Studies  Department: America n Studies  
 

Degree or Certificate Level: M.A.  College/School: College of Arts and Sciences  
  

Date (Month/Year): 09/2021 Assessment Contact: Emily Lute ns ki, Chair  
(emily.lut ens ki@slu.edu)  
 

In what year was the data upon which this report is based collected? 2019 
 
In what year was the program’s assessment plan most recently reviewed/updated? The mos t recen t as s es s ment plan 
is dated 2020; the depa r t ment will revi s e the M. A. asses s ment pl an duri ng the 2021 -2022 academi c year, along wit h 
the Gradua te Certifica te, B .A., and Ph.D. asses s ment plans.  

 
1. Student 
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Two int er ns hi p paper s wer e able to be asses s ed durin g th is cy cle, and bot h artif a cts rate d 5 o n both poin ts. The 
studen ts sho wed a stro n g ability to mak e conn ec ti o n s betwe en th eir scho la r s hi p in Ameri ca n Studies and their work 
at th eir in ter ns hip sit es an d were able to draw on th eir scho la r ly skills in dis ci pli ne -specif i c ways to pro du c e con cr ete 
pro ducts tha t ben ef i tt ed their in ter ns hi p sites.  

 
5. Findings: Interpretations & Conclusions  

 
W ha t have you learned fr o m th es e res ults? Wha t does the data tell you?  
 

The work of our Ameri ca n Studies Inter ns hi ps Super vis o r to revis e our Inter ns hi p Ha ndbo o k and th e ass ignme nts 
ass o ci a ted wi th the int er ns hi p in recen t years (see our sectio ns on “Closing the Loo p” ) has serv ed to make the 
learni ng goals of the In ter ns hi p more tr ans pa r ent to studen ts, and the work the y pro duc e in its after ma th has more 
concr e tely connec ted th eir field-leve l kn o wledge to practi ca l appli ca tio ns in the ir serv ice sit e.  
 
While we are delig hte d th at this work is paying off, this int er ns hi p cyc le als o expo s ed a pro bl em in our ass es s ment 
plan for the M.A., whi ch is that ASTD 5910: Inter ns h i p pro v ides th e only artif a c ts av aila ble for direct ass es s ment of 
this learni ng outco me, yet  ASTD 5910: Interns hi p, is an optio n, but not a req uir emen t, for all M.A. stude nt s. While all 
of our rece nt M.A. stu den t s have opte d to comp l ete an int er ns hi p, there is no guara ntee of that in the fu t ur e. Plea s e 
see our sec ti o n on “Closing th e Loo p” for our pla ns to adjus t our curri cul u m an d/or asses s ment plan as a result of this 
findi ng.   

 
6. Closing the Loop: Dissemination and Use of Current 
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interns hi p. The ass es s ment plan for th e M.A., and for this out co me in parti cu l a r, should be revis ed in lig ht of 
this conv er s a ti o n and any curric ul a r changes  that hap pen as a resul t of it . 
 
This conv er s a ti o n als o nee ds to ta ke int o acco un t gra dua te stude n t fun ding lim i ta ti o ns (in particul a r, that 
gradua te stu d ent fun ding packa ges do not usua ll y cover summer tui ti o n), as well as th e fac t that there is no 
compens a ti o n for In ter ns h i p Supervis o r s of gradua te  inter ns hi ps in the sum mer acco r di ng to SLU’s pro fit -
sharing mod e l, even as su mmer is th e perio d of tim e whe n ma ny M.A. stude nt s would mos t like to compl ete 
an int er ns hi p.   

 
If no changes are bei ng ma de, plea s e expla i n why.  
 

N/A  
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Appendix A: American Studies M.A. SLO 2 Assessment Rubric 
 

 


