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• Oral Proficiency Interview: SLO 1 
• Cultural Exploration Paper: SLO 2, 3 
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74*&T9/%!V!7):!51 Graduates will be able to communicate in culturally appropriate spoken German at least at the level 
of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages, ACTFL. 
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U#909/%!V!7):!>,!C!B!E1!SLO 2: Graduates will be able to communicate in culturally appropriate written German at least at 
the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council for the Teaching of 
Foreign Languages, ACTFL.  
SLO 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood 
by native speakers not accustomed to interacting with the language of language learners.   
SLO 4: Graduates will be able to name cultural differences and explain the target culture from a variety of cross-cultural 
perspectives.  
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additional research” on their topic, but it does not say that it is required. This is a discrepancy between the assignment 
and our assessment rubric that we noticed after the fact. The assignment will be changed to show that additional 
research is required. These students either did not do research or did not include their sources.  
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SLO 4: Graduates will be able to name cultural differences and explain the target culture from a variety of cross-cultural 
perspectives.  
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3xxx level course 
X6 </0*#'*89&0*(H98!,*+*,!$/!0I*!-XWA)!.;&,* if it is the student’s third GR 3xxx level course 

 
7 students enrolled in their first GR 3xxx level course, proficiency expectation at least intermediate-low 
2 students enrolled in their second GR 3xxx level course, proficiency expectation at least intermediate-low to mid  
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^_7028*/0.   7):!C1! compreh
. & impact 

First 3xxx    3 (43%)  4 (57%)   0 (0%)   N/A  

>!7028*/0.   7):!C1!
_compreh. .& 
impact 

Second 3xxx   0 (0%)   2 (100%)   0 (0%)   N/A   

?!.028*/0.   7):!C1!
_compreh. & 
impact 

Third 3xxx   0 (0%)   0 (0%)   0 (0% )  N/A   
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work that they did on this final assignment, this was not what I am used to receiving from the student and while they 
did not meet the expectations on this particular artefact used for assessment purposes, it is an anomaly.  
 
No indirect measure survey was administered. 
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Changes to the 
Curriculum or 
Pedagogies 

• Course content 
• Teaching techniques 
• Improvements in technology  
• Prerequisites 

• Course sequence 
• New courses 
• Deletion of courses 
• Changes in frequency or scheduling of course offerings  

   
Changes to the 
Assessment Plan 

• Student learning outcomes 
• Artifacts of student learning 
• Evaluation process 

• Evaluation tools (e.g., rubrics) 
• Data collection methods 
• Frequency of data collection 

 
Please describe the actions you are taking as a result of these findings. 

Changes to curriculum: 
• We will continue to work more on helping our students understand the different linguistic cultural 

markers of formal language in German in the lower-level courses, as that is an area that needs 
continued work – a difficult thing to master for students. This year’s data again showed an 
improvement over last year. We will continue to focus on that in our teaching and to monitor these 
results. 

• We defined the progression of and expectations for content intercultural competencies (separated 
from linguistic intercultural competence) and are aligning them with assignments in the 3xxx and 4xxx 
level courses, based on the revisions we did to our assessment plan. This year we tweaked assignments 
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`6 How has this change/have these changes been assessed? 
1. & 2. It was assessed using the revised SLOs and assessment rubrics, but otherwise in the same manner as 
before. We are definitely getting better and more reliable data because of these changes. 



Assessment Tool: Oral Proficiency Interview  
(Interview not conducted by Course Instructor, but by another member of the German faculty) 

!
SLO 1: Graduates will be able to communicate in culturally appropriate spoken German at least at the level of 
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Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
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Assessment Tool: Written Paper  
 
SLO 2: Graduates will be able to communicate in culturally appropriate written German at least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council 
for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, ACTFL.  
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid 
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 

Language 
Function !
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Mechanics  
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Composition mechanics is not tied to proficiency levels as the word count/page number minimum requirement has nothing to do with proficiency levels per se, although the 
amount a student can write grows with increased proficiency and that is reflected in the minimum length becoming longer 



Assessment Tool: Oral presentation 
 
SLO 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood by native speakers not accustomed to interacting with the language of 
language learners. 
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid 
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
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Assessment Tool: Various  
 
SLO 4: Graduates will be able to name cultural differences and explain the target culture from a variety of cross-cultural perspectives.  
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid 
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 

Cultural 
Knowledge & 
self-awareness 
(e.g. Knowledge 
of cultural 
worldview 
frameworks; 
specifically in 
relation to its 
history, values, 
politics, 
communication 
styles, economy, 
or beliefs and 
practices; not 
looking for 
sameness; 
comfortable with 
the complexities 
that new 
perspectives 
offer.) 

□ Analyzes distinctions 
between own and target 
culture, and draws 
appropriate conclusions. 

□ Consistently draws detailed 
constructive cultural 
comparisons that present 
the strengths and 
weaknesses of own and 
target culture  

□ Demonstrates a strong 
understanding of the 
complexity of the target 
culture by providing rich 
detail and by showing 
detailed awareness of 
cultural practices and 
institutions 

□ Makes distinctions between 
own and target culture and 
goes beyond mere 
descriptions of differences 

□ Draws more detailed 
constructive cultural 
comparisons that present 
the strengths and 
weaknesses of own and 
target culture  

□ Response includes personal 
viewpoints and 
interpretations 

□ Viewpoints and 
interpretations are 
supported with appropriate 
examples 

□ Demonstrates an adequate 
understanding of the 
complexity of the target 
culture by showing more 
detailed awareness of 
cultural practices and 
institutions 

□ Describes differences 
between own and target 
culture  

□ Begins to draw constructive 
cultural comparisons that 
describe the strengths and 
weaknesses of own and target 
culture 

□ Response includes personal 
viewpoints   

□ Response includes an 
appropriate amount of 
examples 

□ Begins to describe 
differences between own and 
target culture 

□ Uses some detail 
□ Expresses a personal 

viewpoint 

□ Names cultural differences 
between own and target 
culture. 

□ 



Assessment Tool: Written Paper, especially the written Senior Capstone Project 
 
SLO 6: Graduates will be able to read academic publications in German, to synthesize and incorporate the content constructively into their research projects.   
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid 
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 

Academic 
Sources  
reads academic 
publications in 
German, 
synthesizes and 
incorporates 
content 
constructively 
into research 
projects  

□ Strong use and constructive 
synthesization from and 
integration of material from 
German academic sources 

□ Good use and 
synthesization from and/or 
integration of material from 
German academic sources, 
but not always 
constructively. 

□ There is only limited 
engagement with research 
and academic sources in 
German. 

N/A (see Curricular Map, this SLO is not introduced until GR 
4xxx level courses) 

 

OVERALL COMMENTS ON STUDENT’S ASSESSMENT ARTEFACT: 
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