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Program-Level Assessment: Annual Report 

Program Name (no acronyms):  German Studies Department:  Languages, Literatures & Cultures 

Degree or Certificate Level: BA College/School: CAS 

Date (Month/Year):  Assessment Contact: Evelyn Meyer; 

evelyn.meyer@slu.edu 

In what year was the data upon which this report is based collected? AY 21-22 

In what year was the program’s assessment plan most recently reviewed/updated? AY 21-22 

 
1. Student Learning Outcomes 

Which of the program’s student learning outcomes were assessed in this annual assessment cycle? (Please list the 
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2. Assessment Methods: Artifacts of Student Learning  
Which artifacts of student learning were used to determine if students achieved the outcome(s)? Please describe 
and identify the course(s) in which these artifacts were collected. Clarify if any such courses were offered a) online, 
b) at the Madrid campus, 
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student is interviewed by only one member of the German faculty. Both the course instructor and the interviewing 
faculty assess and fill out the rubrics for all students and discuss the individual assessment findings immediately after 
each interview and agree on the assessment finding if there are differences in the individual assessment between the 
two faculty. Students were given an exit survey (indirect measure). 
 
All rubrics used are included at the end of the report. 

 
4. Data/Results  

What were the results of the assessment of the learning outcome(s)? Please be specific. Does achievement differ by 
teaching modality (e.g., online vs. face-to-face) or on-ground location (e.g., STL campus, Madrid campus, other off-
campus site)? 

The adopted benchmark is that 80% of the students need to meet or exceed the criteria of the Student Learning 
Outcomes assessed in the course at the stated proficiency level for that course. 
 
Students assessed in German are German Studies majors, minors and students simply taking the course as an 
elective or to meet the foreign language requirement in the old core. We include every student registered in the 
course in which assessment is done.  
 
All courses were taught on the St. Louis campus in face-to-face mode. 
 
GR 2010 (Fall 2021 & Spring 2022) 
Speaking – SLO 1: Graduates will be able to communicate in culturally appropriate spoken German at least at the level 
of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages, ACTFL. 
Assessment Tool: Oral Proficiency Interview  
Proficiency level assessed: Intermediate-low level on the ACTFL scale  
  
Fall 2021  
Total students 
enrolled / 
assessed  

Outcome
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AY 2021-2022 Totals   
Total students 
assessed   

Outcome  
 assessed   

Exceeds expecta
tions   
(Intermediate 
high)   

Exceeds expect
ations   
(Intermediate 
mid)    

Meets 
expectations 
(Intermediate 
low)   

Does not meet 
expectations   (
Novice high)   

Not ratable   

13   SLO 
1:  Language 

3 (23.1%)   9 (69.3%)   1 (7.6%)   
   

0 (0%)   N/A   

13  SLO 1: 
Intercultural 
competence   

2 (15.4%)   5 (38.5%)   5 (38.5%)   
   

0 (0%)   1 
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and our assessment rubric that we noticed after the fact. The assignment will be changed to show that additional 
research is required. These students either did not do research or did not include their sources.  
 
{ǇǊƛƴƎ нлнм   
Total students 
enrolled / 
assessed  

Outcome & 
skill assessed   

Exceeds expecta-
tions   
(Intermediate 
mid)    
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SLO 2 
Composition 
Mechanics 

Exceeds expectation: 
0 (0%) 

Meets expectation: 
5 (83.2%) 

Does not meet expectation:  
1 (16.8%) 

 
 
Outcome 
assessed by 
how many 
3xxx level 
courses 

Outcome  How many 
3xxx levels 
courses   

Exceeds expe
ctations    

Meets 
expectations  
  

Does not 
meet 
expectation)   

Not ratable   

3 Students   SLO 2: Languag
e 

First 3xxx    2 (66.6%)  0 (0%)   0 (0%)   1 (33.3%)* 

3 Students   SLO 2: 
Language  
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Outcome 
assessed by 
how many 
3xxx level 
courses 

Outcome  How many 
3xxx levels 
courses   

Exceeds expe
ctations    

Meets 
expectations  
  

Does not 
meet 
expectation)   

Not ratable   

3 Students   SLO 4:   First 3xxx  
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Outcome 
assessed by 
how many 
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SLO 1: Graduates will be able to communicate in culturally appropriate spoken German at least at the level of 
Intermediate-
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Outcome / 
Totals 6/7 

Advanced low Intermediate-
high 

Intermediate-
mid / 
intermediate-
high 

Intermediate-
mid 

Intermediate 
low 

SLO 4  1 
 

2 
 

1 
 

2 
 

0 

 
Outcome 
assessed by 
how many 
4xxx level 
courses 

Outcome  How many 
3xxx levels 
courses   

Exceeds expe
ctations    

Meets 
expectations  
  

Does not 
meet 
expectation)   

Not ratable   

2 Students   SLO 4: First 4xxx    1 (50%)  0 (0%)   1 (50%)  N/A  
3 Students   SLO 4:  Second /third 

4xxx   
1 (33.3%)   2 (66.6%)   0 (0%)   N/A   

1 student*  SLO 4:  Fourth/more 



 
 

   April 2021 14 
 

Speaking – SLO 1, 3, 4 & 5:  SLO 1: Graduates will be able to communicate in culturally appropriate spoken German at 
least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council for the Teaching 
of Foreign Languages, ACTFL.  
SLO 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood 
by native speakers not accustomed to interacting with the language of language learners.   
SLO 4: Graduates will be able to name cultural differences and explain the target culture from a variety of cross-cultural 
perspectives.  
SLO 5: Graduates will be able to apply the German language to make connections with other disciplines/fields of study.  
  
Assessment Tool: Oral Presentation of the Senior Capstone project   
Proficiency level assessed: Intermediate-mid to intermediate high level on the ACTFL scale  
  
Total students 
assessed   

Outcome & 
skill assessed   

Exceeds expecta-
tions - Advanced 
Low 

Meets expecta-
tions – Interme-
diate High 

Does not meet 
expectations - 
Intermediate Mid 

Not ratable    

2 SLO
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• Rolling out the new assessment plan from one that had only assessed the entry (GR 2010) and exit (GR 4960) 
points in the German Studies major, to one that has pre- and level checks throughout all courses in the 
curriculum that is aligned with ACTFL proficiency levels is set up correctly and tracks students' progress well 
and gives us good data. 

• Adjusting our assessment to track in the pre/ level checks in the 3xxx and 4xxx level courses how many 
courses a student has taken in German and aligning that with variable proficiency levels and what counts as 
(not) meeting and exceeding expectations gives us much better data and a more reliable way to track their 
progress throughout the curriculum. 

• 
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C. What were the findings of the assessment? 
1. It is quite noticeable that the percentage rate of students meeting and exceeding these skills is continually 
increasing as a result of us working more intentionally on developing all competencies (oral and written 
communication skills combined with intercultural comp



Assessment Tool: Oral Proficiency Interview  
(Interview not conducted by Course Instructor, but by another member of the German faculty) 

 
SLO 1: Graduates will be able to communicate in culturally appropriate spoken German at least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council 
for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, ACTFL.  
 

 Advanced Low 





Assessment Tool: Oral Presentation  
 
SLO 1: Graduates will be able to communicate in culturally appropriate  spoken German at least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council 
for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, ACTFL.  
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid  
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 

Language 
Function  
Language tasks 
the speaker is 
able to handle in 
a consistent, 
comfortable, 
sustained, and 
spontaneous 
manner 

�‘  Handles successfully some 
complicated tasks in areas of 
chosen topic with good 
detail. 

�‘  Narrates and describes 
consistently in all major time 
frames. 

�‘  Handles successfully all 
uncomplicated tasks in areas 
of chosen topic with some 
detail, with recognizable 
attempts at some complicated 
tasks. 

�‘  Narrates and describes 
consistently in present tense 
and one or more major time 
frames. 

 

�‘  Handles successfully 
uncomplicated tasks in areas of 
chosen topic with some detail. 

�‘  Narrates and describes in 
present tense and one or more 
major time frames, although 
not consistently. 

�‘  Creates with language by 
combining and recombining 
known elements  

�‘  Is able to express personal 
meaning in a basic way. 

�‘  Speaks in present tense 
though there may be errors. 

 

�‘  Has no real functional ability. 
 



 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid  
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 







Assessment Tool: Oral presentation 
 
SLO 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood by native speakers not accustomed to interacting with the language of 
language learners. 
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid  
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 

Comprehensibil
ity  
Who can 
understand this 
person’s writing: 
sympathetic 



Linguistic 
Intercultural 
Competence 
meets or does 
not meet 
expectations (not 
tied to 
proficiency 



Assessment Tool: Written Paper 
 
SLO 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood by native speakers not accustomed to interacting with the language of 
language learners. 
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid  
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 



Assessment Tool: Various  
 
SLO 4: Graduates will be able to name cultural differences and explain the target culture from a variety of cross-cultural perspectives.  
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid  
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 

Cultural 
Knowledge & 
self-awareness 
(e.g. Knowledge 
of cultural 
worldview 
frameworks; 
specifically in 



Assessment Tool: Various  
 
SLO 5: Graduates will be able to apply the German language to make connections with other disciplines/fields of study.  
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid  
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 

Depth of 
Reflection 
 

�‘  Paper demonstrates more 
in-depth reflection on and 
analysis of cultural 
practices and institutions  

�‘  Paper includes more 
nuanced personal 
viewpoints and 
interpretations 

�‘  Viewpoints and 
interpretations are 
consistently supported with 
appropriate examples 

�‘  Strong use and integration 
of material from academic 
sources in any language 

�‘  Paper demonstrates an 
adequate reflection on and 
analysis of cultural 
practices and institutions  

�‘  Paper includes  adequate 
personal viewpoints and 
interpretations 
Viewpoints and 
interpretations are usually 
supported with appropriate 
examples, some from 
academic sources in any 
language and/or personal 
experiences 

�‘  Paper demonstrates only 
some reflection on and 
analysis of cultural practices 
and institutions  

�‘  Paper only includes some 
personal viewpoints and 
interpretations 

�‘  Viewpoints and 
interpretations are only 
supported with some 
examples 

�‘  There is only limited 
engagement with research and 
academic sources in any 
language. 

N/A (see Curricular Map, this SLO is not introduced until GR 
4xxx level courses) 
 

Sees/Makes 
connections 
across 
disciplines and 
perspectives 

�‘  Meaningfully synthesizes 
and draws conclusions by 
combining examples and 
facts from language 
learning with another field 
of study or perspective. 

�‘  Effectively develops and/or 
connects examples and facts 
from language learning to 
another field of study or 
perspective 

�‘  Acknowledges and/or 
identifies that there are 
connections between 
language learning to another 
field of study or perspective, 
but does not necessarily 
develop meaningful examples 
or connections. 

N/A (see Curricular Map, this SLO is not introduced until GR 
4xxx level courses) 
 

OVERALL COMMENTS ON STUDENT’S ASSESSMENT ARTEFACT : 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RUBRIC REVISED NOVEMBER 2021 



Assessment Tool: Written Paper, especially the written Senior Capstone Project 
 
SLO 6: Graduates will be able to read academic publications in German, to synthesize and incorporate the content constructively into their research projects.   
 

 Advanced Low Intermediate High 
 

Intermediate Mid  
 

Intermediate Low 
 

Novice High 
 

Academic 
Sources  
reads academic 
publications in 
German, 
synthesizes and 
incorporates 
content 
constructively 
into research 
projects  

�‘  Strong use and constructive 
synthesization from and 
integration of material from 
German academic sources 

�‘  Good use and 
synthesization from and/or 
integration of material from 
German academic sources, 
but not always 
constructively. 

�‘  There is only limited 
engagement with research 
and academic sources in 
German. 

N/A (see Curricular Map, this SLO is not introduced until GR 
4xxx level courses) 
er 

OVERALL COMMENTS ON STUDENT’S ASSESSMENT ARTEFACT : 
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