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GR 4960 (Senior Capstone course taken in the final year):  
The two German faculty members assessed and filled out the rubrics for all students individually on the oral 
presentation and the final revised written paper of the Capstone project. We then met at the end of the semester and 
discussed our individual assessment findings and where we had assessed a student differently, we worked through this 
to come up with an overall assessment for each student. The two German faculty members do assessment of each 
student for the Oral Proficiency Interview, which is conducted in the presence of both faculty members, but the 
student is interviewed by only one member of the German faculty. Both the course instructor and the interviewing 
faculty assess and fill out the rubrics for all students and discuss the individual assessment findings immediately after 
each interview and agree on the assessment finding if there are differences in the individual assessment between the 
two faculty. Students were given an exit survey (indirect measure). 
 
All rubrics used are included at the end of the report. 

 
4. Data/Results  

What were the results of the assessment of the learning outcome(s)? Please be specific. Does achievement differ by 
teaching modality (e.g., online vs. face-to-face) or on-
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6* LOG 1: 
Intercultural 
competence  

1 (16.7%)  2 (33.3%)  0 (0%)  
  

0 (0%)  3 (50%)  

* Course enrollment was 8, but two students did not show up for the OPI interview.  
  
AY 2020-2021 Totals  
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Spring 2021   
Total students 
assessed *   

Outcome & 
skill assessed   

Exceeds expecta-
tions   
(Intermediate 
mid)    

Meets 
expectations 
(Intermediate 
low)   

Does not meet 
expectations  
(Novice high)   

Not ratable   

7  LOG 2: Presenta-
tional communica-
tion 
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14  LOG 2: Pre-
sentational  
communica-
tion    

4 (28.5%)   6 (43%)   4 (28.5%)   
   

0 (0%)   N/A   

14  LOG 3: Pre-
sentational    
communica-
tion   

4 (28.5%)   4 (28.5%)   6 (43%)   
   

0 (0%)   N/A   

   
Direct Measures: All students met or exceeded expectations in the area of written presentational communication. 
 
No indirect measures survey was administered. 
 
GR 4250 Language Skills Elective (Spring 21) 
 
Writing – LOG 2, 4 & 5:  LOG 2: Graduates will be able to communicate in written German at least at the level of 
Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign 
Languages, ACTFL.  
LOG 4: Graduates will be able to investigate the target culture from a variety of cross-cultural perspectives.  
LOG 5: Graduates will be able to apply the German language to make connections with other disciplines/fields of study.  
 
Assessment Tool: Final Cultural Exploration Paper  
Skills assessed: presentational communication, language proficiency (LOG 2), intercultural 
competence/Analysis (LOG 4), and connections (LOG 5)  
Proficiency level assessed: Intermediate-mid to intermediate high level on the ACTFL scale  
   
Total students 
assessed   

Outcome & 
skill assessed   

How many 
4xxx level 
courses   

Exceeds expect
ations   
   

Meets 
expectations    

Does not meet 
expectations    

Not ratable    

2   LOG 2: Presen-
tational Comm-
unication   

first  4xxx

'

P

'

P

first 



 
 

   April 2021 9 
 

first 4xxx level course, intermediate mid proficiency meets the expectation; if it is the students’ second or third 4xxx 
level course, checkmarks should appear in both the intermediate mid and high proficiency categories to meet 
expectations; if it is the students’ fourth or more 4xxx level course, intermediate high proficiency meets expectations.  
As would be expected, the more GR 4xxx level courses a student has completed, the more students exceed 
expectations. Overall, all students met or exceeded expectations in written presentational communication, intercultural 
analysis and connections.  
 
No indirect measures survey was administered. 
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LOG 6: Graduates will be able to read academic publications in German, to synthesize and incorporate the content 
constructively into their research projects. 
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synchronous teaching modalities of the COVID-19 pandemic also played into these results, because the 
percentage of non-ratable language on OPIs 
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2. We just completed year two of the roll-out of this new plan, which means that we added four courses in 
which assessment took place, and on a much more diverse set of artifacts, which will give us more reliable data 
on student learning and progress towards the LOGs at different stages. 

 
C. What were the findings of the assessment? 

1. It is quite noticeable that the percentage rate of students meeting and exceeding these skills is continually 
increasing as a result of us working more intentionally on developing all competencies (presentational, 
interpretive, interpersonal communications; intercultural competencies; academic competencies in the area of 
research in general and working with academic sources, going from describing to analyzing cultural practices) 
throughout the entire curriculum 



GR 2010: Interpersonal Communication & Intercultural Competence Assessment Rubric—Proficiency Level: Intermediate Low 
Assessment Tool: Oral Proficiency Interview  

(Interview not conducted by Course Instructor, but by another member of the German faculty) 
 
 

• ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012-Speaking: 
• Speaking proficiency in German at least at the Intermediate-Low Proficiency on the ACTFL scale: 

“Intermediate Low speakers are able to handle successfully a limited number of uncomplicated communicative tasks by creating with the language in straightforward 

social situations such as exchanging information related to self and family, some daily activi



LEARNING OUTCOME GOALS ASSESSED: 
This is the first course that counts towards the German Major or Minor. We are not assessing the Proficiency Skill expected of majors (Intermediate 
High), but at the Intermediate Low proficiency level, which is appropriate for GR 2010.  
 
LOG 1: Graduates will be able to communicate in spoken German at least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards 
set by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, ACTFL. 
 

  



GR 2010: Interpersonal Communication & Intercultural Competence Assessment Rubric—Proficiency Level: Intermediate Low 
Assessment Tool: Oral Proficiency Interview  

 
NAME                DATE     



B.  Intercultural Competence-Speaking: 
• The student will be able to show intercultural competence primarily by using the linguistic markers for formality, politeness and questions correctly, such as Sie vs. 

du, forms of linguistic politeness specific to German, and can formulate questions correctly (both in formal and informal settings) 

• 





LEARNING OUTCOME GOALS ASSESSED: 
This is the first course that counts towards the German Major or Minor. We are not assessing the Proficiency Skill expected of majors (Intermediate 
High), but at the Intermediate Low proficiency level, which is appropriate for GR 2010.  
 
LOG 2: Graduates will be able to communicate in written German at least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the 
standards set by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, ACTFL. 
 
LOG 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood by native speakers not 
accustomed to interacting with the language of language learners. 
 
LOG 4: Graduates will be able to investigate the target culture from a variety of cross-cultural perspectives. 
 

  



GR 2010: Presentational Communication & Intercultural Competence Assessment Rubric—Proficiency Level: Intermediate Low 
Assessment Tool: Final Composition of semester 

 
NAME                DATE     
 
A. Presentational Communication: LOG 2 & 3 

CRITERIA  Exceeds Expectations  
Intermediate Mid 

Meets Expectations 
Intermediate Low 

Does Not Meet Expectations  
Novice HIgh 

Composition Mechanics 
Requirements: In German & at least 
450 words  

□ Composition is significantly more than 500 
words. 

□ Composition is at least 450 words 
long. 

□ Composition is less than 450 words. 

Language Function LOG 2 
Language tasks the writer is able to 
handle in a consistent manner  

□ Handles successfully uncomplicated 
writing tasks in areas of chosen topic.  

□ Narrates and describes in present tense 
with none to few errors. 

□ Creates with language by combining 
and recombining known elements 

□ Is able to express personal meaning 
in a basic way.  

□ Narrates and describes in present 
tense though there may be errors. 

□ Has no real functional ability.  

Text Type LOG 2 
follows standard academic writing 
conventions; quantity and 
organization of language disco o ads o aas o ars L ads o a s “L aas o
acs L aas o ads o aes o ams p ais “L acs L a s “L aws  acs L a s “L aws  acs L a s  acsndle in





GR 3010  

LOG 2: Graduates will be able to communicate in written German at least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council for the 

Teaching of Foreign Languages, ACTFL. 

LOG 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood by native speakers not accustomed to interacting with the language 

of language learners. 

LOG 4B: 



CRITERIA 



LOG 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood by native speakers not accustomed to interacting with the language 

of language learners. 

LOG 4B: Graduates will be able to investigate the target culture and present it with rich detail. 

 

Proficiency Level Assessed:  

☐A. first 3xxx course: Intermediate Low 

☐B. second 3xxx course: Intermediate Low/Mid 

☐!" third  3xxx course: Intermediate Mid 

 

Assessment Artifact: Final Essay in semester OR Final Exam Cultural Paper 

A. Presentational Communication: LOG 3#
CRITERIA Exceeds Expectations 

Intermediate High Proficiency Leve$#
Meets Expectations  

Intermediate Mid Proficiency Level#
Meets Expectations#
Intermediate Low Proficiency Level 

Does Not Meet Expectations#
Novice High Proficiency Level 

Text Type LOG 3 

%&$$&'(#()*+,*-,#*.*,/01.#2*2/-#
.&+3/+)1&+(#





Assessment Done in Medieval Courses (GR 4500, GR 4550, GR 4600, GR 4650) 
LOG 2: Graduates will be able to communicate in written German at least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the 

American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, ACTFL. 
Assessment Tool: Written Responses on the final project  

This is the student’s FIRST  /  SECOND  / THIRD  / _________ GR 4xxx level course. If first intermediate mid proficiency meets expectation, if second or third intermediate mid 
with some check marks in intermediate high, if fourth or more, intermediate high proficiency is expected. Name: ________________________________ Date: 
 
Presentational Communication—Written Mode 

CRITERIA  Exceeds Expectations  
(Exceeds Expectation upon completion 
of German major) 



LOG 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood by native speakers not 
accustomed to interacting with the language of language learners. 

 
A. Presentational Communication—Written Mode 

CRITERIA  Exceeds Expectations  
(Exceeds Expectation upon completion 
of German major) 
Advanced Low Proficiency level 

Exceeds Expectations 
(Desired Expectation upon completion of 
German major) 
Intermediate High Proficiency Level 

Meets Expectations 
 
 
Intermediate Mid Proficiency Level 

Does Not Meet Expectations 
 
 
Intermediate Low Proficiency Level 

Text Type LOG 3 
follows standard academic 
writing conventions 

□ Paper follows standard 
academic writing conventions, 





B. Intercultural Competence/Analysis – LOG 4 
CRITERIA		 Exceeds	Expectations		 Meets	Expectations	 Does	Not	Meet	Expectations	

Cultural	Knowledge	&	self-
awareness	
(e.g.	Knowledge	of	cultural	
worldview	frameworks;	specifically	
in	relation	to	its	history,	values,	
politics,	communication	styles,	
economy,	or	beliefs	and	practices	;	
not	looking	for	sameness;	



GR 4960: Interpersonal Communication & Intercultural Competence Assessment Rubric—Proficiency Level: Intermediate high 
Assessment Tool: Oral Proficiency Interview  

 
 

• ACTFL Proficiency Guidelines 2012-Speaking: 
• Speaking proficiency in German at least at the Intermediate-high Proficiency on the ACTFL scale: 

“Intermediate High speakers are able to converse with ease and confidence when dealing with the routine tasks and social situations of the Intermediate level. They are 
able to handle successfully uncomplicated tasks and social situations requiring an exchange of basic information related to their work, school, recreation, particular 
interests, and areas of competence. 
 
Intermediate High speakers can handle a substantial number of t



LEARNING OUTCOME GOALS ASSESSED: 

Proficiency Level Assessed: Intermediate High 
 
LOG 1: Graduates will be able to communicate in spoken 



A. Interpersonal Communication LOG 1 
 Exceeds		expectation		

Advanced	Low	
Meets  expectation  
Intermediate High 

Does not meet expectations  
Intermediate Mid 

Does not meet expectations  
Intermediate Low 

Communicative 
Task 

□ Student	also	shows	mastery	of	
intermediate	high	skills		

□ Able	to	narrate	in	all	time	
frames	(Past,	present	and	
future)	

□ Talks	in	details	
□ Frequently	uses	complex	

sentences	and	not	just	simple	
sentences	

□ Speaks	in	paragraph-length	
discourse 

□ Student also shows mastery of 
intermediate mid skills  

□ Present tense well 
□ Past tense inconsistent 
□ Talks in generalities, not details 
□ Often a series of simple 

sentences 

□ Student also shows mastery of 
intermediate low skills  

□ Simple face-to-face conversations 
□ Asks simple questions 
□ Responds to simple questions 
□ Simple descriptions 

□ Student also shows mastery of 
novice high skills  

□ Simple conversation, reactive 
□ Occasionally initiates 
□ Describes in a simple way 

Context Content 
Areas 

□ Student	also	shows	mastery	of	
intermediate	high	skills		

□ Performs	well	in	formal	
settings		

□ Topics:	informal	and	some	
formal	conversations	on	topics	
related	to	school,	home,	and	
leisure	activities,	as	well	as	
some	topics	related	to	
employment,	current	events,	
and	matters	of	public	and	
community	interest	 

□ Student also shows mastery of 
intermediate mid skills  

□ Performs in limited formal 
settings  

□ Topics: personal activities and 
immediate surroundings, some 
ability about areas of general 
interest 

□ Student also shows mastery of 
intermediate low skills 

□ Operates in informal settings 
□ Topics: self, family members, 

leisure activities and immediate 
surroundings 

□ Student also shows mastery of 
C/80%#/!%6.77862 562.981.0214 0.48 6



Linguistic 
Intercultural 
Competence  

□ Consistently	uses	Sie	vs.	du	
appropriately.		

□ Consistently	responds	
appropriately	to	formal	vs.	
informal	situations.		

AND	
□ Consistently	responds	



GR 4960:  Presentational Communication, Intercultural Competence, Connections & Interpersonal Communication Assessment Rubric—Proficiency Level: Intermediate High 
Assessment Tool: Oral Presentation of Senior Capstone Project 

 
LEARNING OUTCOME GOALS ASSESSED: 
Proficiency Level Assessed: Intermediate High 
LOG 1: Graduates will be able to communicate in spoken German at least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards 
set by the American Council for the Teaching of Foreign Languages, ACTFL. 
LOG 3: Graduates will be able to present their research in a clear and organized manner in German that can be understood by native speakers not 



Impact LOG 3 
Clarity, organization, and depth of 
presentation 

□ Presents in a clear and organized manner 
with logical transitions.  

□ Presentation illustrates originality and rich 
details. 

□ Presents in a clear and organized manner 
with some recognizable logical transitions.  

□ Presentation features good detail & good 
visuals, and demonstrates some originality. 



C. Connections – Oral Mode LOG 5 
CRITERIA  Exceeds Expectations  

Advanced Low 
Meets Expectations 
Intermediate High 

Does Not Meet Expectations 
Intermediate Mid 

Sees/Makes connections across 
disciplines and perspectives  

□ Meaningfully synthesizes and draws 
conclusions by combining examples and 
facts from language learning with another 
field of study or perspective. 

□ Effectively develops and/or connects 
examples and facts from language 
learning to 



LEARNING OUTCOME GOALS ASSESSED: 
Proficiency Level Assessed: Intermediate High 
LOG 2: Graduates will be able to communicate in written German at least at the level of Intermediate-High proficiency according to the standards set by the American Council 



writing: sympathetic interlocutors or a 



Advanced Low Intermediate High Intermediate Mid 
Depth of Reflection 
 

□ Paper demonstrates more in-depth 
reflection on and analysis of cultural 
practices and institutions  

□ Paper includes more nuanced personal 
viewpoints and interpretations 

□ Viewpoints and interpretations are 
consistently supported with appropriate 
examples 

□ Strong use and integration of material 
from academic sources in any language 

□ Paper demonstrates an adequate 
reflection on and analysis of cultural 
practices and institutions  

□ Paper includes  adequate personal 
viewpoints and interpretations 

□ Viewpoints and interpretations are usually 
supported with appropriate examples, 
some from academic sources in any 
language and/or personal experiences 

□ Paper demonstrates only some 
reflection on and analysis of cultural 
practices and institutions  

□ Paper only includes some personal 
viewpoints and interpretations 

□ Viewpoints and interpretations are 
only supported with some examples 

□ There is only limited engagement 
with research and academic sources 
in any language.  

COMMENTS: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
D. Connections – Written Mode LOG 5 

CRITERIA  

##


